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fleur  A        A  ^  A  V 


Legend  ^ 

The  English  translation  of  "fleur-de-lis"  (pronounced  'fluhr-duh-lee')  is  "flower 
of  the  lily.'  This  symbol,  depicting  a  stylized  lily  or  lotus  flower,  has  many  meanings. 
Traditionally,  it  has  been  used  to  represent  French  royalty,  and  in  that  sense  it  is 
said  to  signify  perfection,  light,  and  life.  Legend  has  it  that  an  angel  presented 
Clovis,  the  Merovingian  king  of  the  Franks,  with  a  golden  lily  as  a  symbol  of 
his  purification  upon  his  conversion  to  Christianity.  Others  claim  that  Clovis 
adopted  the  symbol  when  waterlilies  showed  him  how  to  safely  cross  a  river 
and  thus  succeed  in  battle,       ^^^^^  /^fc^  /->/ii^  "^H^ 


Heraldry        "  ^-'^       ^  ^  A  I 

In  the  twelfth  century,  either  King  Louis  VI  or  King  Louis  VII  (sources 
^  disagree)  became  the  first  French  monarch  to  use  the  fleur-de-lis  on  his  shield. 
^  English  kings  later  used  the  symbol  on  their  coats  of  arms  to  emphasize  their 
claims  to  the  throne  of  France.  In  the  14th  century,  the  fleur-de-lis  was  often 
incorporated  into  the  family  insignia  that  was  sewn  on  the  knight's  surcoat, 
which  was  worn  over  their  coat  of  mail,  thus  the  term,  "coat  of  arms"  The  original 
purpose  of  identification  in  battle  developed  into  a  system  of  social  status  designationi 
after  1483  when  King  Edmund  IV  established  the  Heralds'  College  to  supervise 
granting  of  armor  insignia.      ^^^^  r^H^  r^fe^   '^^^^  '^l?^ 
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Summer  Schoo 


Beaches,  sunshine,  and  friendly  parties  are 
just  a  few  things  that  are  part  of  a  normal  sum- 
mertime experience.  When  thinking  of  summer, 
one  can  only  imagine  the  relaxation  and  free  time  a 
student  gets  during  this  hot,  humid  season.  Howev- 
er, here  at  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette, 
swimming  and  partying  are  not  the  only  summer- 
time hobbies  that  cross  a  student's  mind.  Some  stu- 
dents prefer  to  buckle  down  once  more  and  enroll 
in  summer  school. 

Simimer  school  at  UL  is  popular  among 
students  who  are  in  a  hurry  to  graduate  or  get 
difficult  courses  out  of  the  way.  "I  actually  prefer 


not 

all 

fun 

and 

games 


summer  school  more  than  regular  semes- 
ters" said  student  Sheila  Trosclair.  "I  liked 
that  there  were  less  people  in  class  and  on 
campus.  The  student-teacher  interaction 
was  better  and  more  personable"  Lots 
of  students  feel  that  summer  school  is 
easier  than  most  regular  semester  classes 
and  that  they  learn  better  during  this 
semester  because  of  the  smaller  classroom 
numbers. 

Students  still  have  lots  of  time  to 
enjoy  their  summer  as  well.  The  classes 
are  daily  periods,  much  shorter  than 
regular  bi-  or  tri-weekly  classes,  leaving 
students  with  most  of  the  day  to  indulge 
or  study  as  they  choose.  Even  though  the 
classes  are  fast-paced,  many  students  be- 
lieve that  the  classes  are  still  easy  to  keep 
up  with.  By  scheduling  their  classes  in 
the  late  afternoon,  students  still  can  sleep 
later,  if  other  work  does  not  interfere. 

"Summer  school  is  the  best  time 
for  school"  said  Angela  Dangond,  a  busi- 
ness management  major.  "It  goes  by  so 
quickly.'  Many  students  enjoy  summer 
school  and  have  a  feeling  of  accomplish- 
ment by  the  end  of  that  semester.  Many 
students  prove  each  summer  semester  at 
ULL  that  school  and  play  can  balance  out 
quite  well.  If  they  act  responsibly,  sum- 
mer students  finish  their  semester  with 
larger  brains  and  no  regrets. 
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Communication  has  become 
quicker  and  sometimes  easier  with 
the  advancements  of  technology, 
as  has  shopping.  In  the  2007- 
2008  school  year,  students  turned 
to  alternative  book  sources. 

Many  students  turned  to  the 
internet  in  search  of  products,  es- 
pecially books.  Sites  such  as  Ama- 
zon.com and  BookFinder.com 
offered  internet  users  to  order 
books  online,  including  textbooks. 
There  were  even  non-profit  orga- 
nizations who  hosted  these  stores, 
such  as  the  locally  owned  Book- 
sXYZ.com.  Even  Books-A-Million 
and  Barnes  8c  Noble  offer  their 
inventory  online. 

Ambry  Cruice,  a  junior  edu- 
cation major,  loved  buying  her 
books  online.  "Buying  online  is 
way  cheaper  than  in  the  store.  It's 
also  so  much  more  convenient. 
You  don't  have  to  waste  your  gas 
driving;  you  can  use  it  to  buy 
more  books  instead!" 

There  were  also  additional 
benefits  than  just  saving  effort. 
.M(ist  (A  the  sites  (jffered  their  reg- 
istered users  a  place  to  list  their 
favorite  books.  And  many  sites 
have  a  rating  feature,  so  that  us- 


ers can  look  at  other  users  with 
similar  reading  tastes  and  get  ad- 
ditional recommendations. 

"If  I  shop  online,  I  can  see 
my  book  as  well  as  books  that 
others  who  liked  my  purchase 
preferred  as  well"  said  LeAeron 
Daniel,  junior  Knglish  major. 

However,  there  are  those 
who  still  jirefer  to  go  to  a  local 
bookstore.  Darcy  Vallery,  senior 
English  major,  said,  "Especially 
for  intr<)(hi(  toi  y  level  classes. 


by  the  time  that  you  find  out 
specifically  which  books  you 
need  and  you  receive  them,  it's 
several  weeks  into  the  semester. 
And  there  are  teachers  who 
want  you  to  have  your  books 
as  soon  as  class  starts"  John 
Halbert,  a  senior  General  Stud- 
ies major,  agreed.  "I've  only 
bought  books  online  for  classes 
once,  and  it  took  a  month 
for  me  to  get  the  hook.  So  I 
haven't  done  it  since" 
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Old  Tyme  Grocery  has  become  one  of 
many  UL  traditions  over  the  years.  The 
sign  outside  of  Old  Tyme  Grocery  that 
reads  "since  1982"  meant  a  little  more 
in  2007  when  the  business  celebrated  its 
25  th  anniversary. 

Located  at  the  heart  of  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette's  campus,  Old 
Tyme  Grocery  has  been  feeding  UL  stu- 
dents for  years.  Their  specialty:  delicious 
po-boys — and  UL  students  love  them. 

The  business  was  started  by  Glenn 
Murphree,  a  Chalmette  native  who  want- 
ed to  open  a  business  in  Lafayette  where 
the  po-boys  were  just  as  good  as  they  are 
in  New  Orleans,  where  he  developed  his 
love  for  po-boys.  When  Murphree  was 
18,  he  moved  from  his  hometown  to  at- 
tend UL  Lafayette,  which  was  then  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana. 

Murphree  decided  to  open  Old  Tyme 
Grocery  about  three  years  later. 

Scott  Morvant,  the  current  store  man- 


ager at  Old  Tyme,  says  that  the  "fam- 
ily atmosphere"  is  what  makes  it  such  a 
great  business. 

Morvant  acknowledges  Old  Tyme 
Grocer)^  special  connection  to  UL  La- 
fayette. Besides  making  hungry  students 
happy  at  lunchtime.  Old  Tyme  supports 
UL  Lafayette  in  various  ways. 

"One  thing  we  do  is  provide  food 
for  the  football  team  on  Fridays,  and  at 
home  games  we  sometimes  set  up  sno- 
ball  trailers  at  Cajun  Field','  Morvant  says. 

Most  of  Old  Tyme  Grocer)^  employees 
are  students  and  they  love  the  food  just 
as  much  as  their  customers.  Andres  Go- 
mez, an  economics  and  finance  double 
major,  has  worked  at  Old  Tyme  for  over 
a  year. 

"My  favorite  item  on  the  menu  here  is 
the  Old  Tyme  special','  he  says.  "Its  roast 
beef  with  everything  on  it!' 

Megan  Lalanne  a  freshman  at  UL 
Lafayette  has  worked  at  Old  Tyme  for 


Left:  Some  of  the 
delicious  food  offered 
at  Old  Tynie  is 
displayed  with  their 
signature  packaging. 
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Diaz 


Junior  English  major  Ruth  Diaz  was 
a  familiar  face  around  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  campus  this 
year.  Man\  knew  the  petite  redhead  as 
a  friend  or  saw  her  weekly  in  Honors 
Seminar.  Most,  howev  er,  knew  her 
as  the  face  of  many  UL  Lafayette 
humanitarian  movements,  including 
showings  of  the  movie  Invisible 
Children. 

Invisible  Children,  a  film  based 
off  of  the  experiences  of  three  college 
students  in  Uganda,  chronicled  the 
experiences  of  children  in  Uganda 
that  are  kidnapped  in  the  night  and 
forced  to  become  soldiers.  Diaz  said 
that  she  'discovered  Invisible  Children 
in  Februan-  of  2007,  when  the  \Vorld 
Tour  brought  the  documentar\"  to  the 
Bayou  Bijou  [film  program]!'  She  was 
touched  b)  the  movie  and  inspired 
to  volunteer  for  the  corresponding 
organization,  Invisible  Children  Inc. 
"I  decided  very  quickly  to  devote  a 
lot  of  my  time  to  Invisible  Children',' 
said  Diaz.  "I've  alwavs  loved  children. 


being  the  oldest  of  four    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  <  C 

in  a  home  schooling 
community...  and  I've 
alwa\  s  had  a  passion  for 
helping  people'.' 
"I  believe  that  the 
highest  form  of 
spiritualit)'  is  service 
to  others,  so  I  finally 
decided  to  put 
my  mone)'  where 
my  mouth  is','  she 
continued.  "My  money, 
and  my  talent,  energ), 
and  ever)-  spare  second 

of  time!"  Diaz  was  UL  Lafayette^  commanding  presence  when  it 
came  to  the  Invisible  Children  movement.  She  helped  to  organize 
shovNings  of  the  movie,  posting  fliers  and  spreading  the  news 
through  word  of  mouth. 

Invisible  Children  was  not  the  only  humanitarian  effort  in 
which  Diaz  was  involved.  She  also  supported  other  Ugandan 
aid  based  programs  such  as  Resolve  Uganda  and  Gulu  Walk,  as 
well  as  more  broadly  focused  organizations  like  the  ENOUGH 
campaign  against  genocide.  Additionally,  she  began  research 
into  the  underage  sex  trafficking  trade  in  South  Asia  this  year, 
and  planned  to  write  her  Honors  undergraduate  thesis  on  the 

business  and  what  can  be 
done  to  stop  it. 
"The  lessons  I've  learned 
from  and  the  gifts  I've  been 
gi\  en  b\  Invisible  Children 
will  factor  very  much  into 
my  plans  for  the  future','  she 
said.  "After  graduation,  I 
plan  to  appl)  for  the  Peace 
Corps,  pursue  my  Master^ 
degree  in  International 
Human  Rights,  and  work 
for  an  NGO  or  a  non-profit 
[organization]...  maybe 
even,  if  I'm  lucky,  Invisible 
Children  itself." 
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Jamie 


Being  a  student  is  difficult,  often  like 
ha\ing  a  full-time  job.  Motherhood,  also, 
is  a  full-time  job,  but  Jamie  Armitage  of 
the  Uni\"ersit\  of  Louisiana  at  Lafa\  ette 
has  pro\  en  o\  er  the  past  three  \  ears  that  it 
can  be  done,  and  it  can  be  done  well. 

Armitage  managed  to  di\ide  her 
time  between  her  studies  and  her  three 
children:  Gabriel.  12.  Isabella.  8.  and 
Coltrane  -  "like  the  jazz  musician" 

-  5.  Armitage  is  ori  eatlv  involved  in 
her  childrens  clubs  and  activities,  which 
includes  a  \  ai  iety  of  sports,  music,  and 
drama. 

Isabella,  w  ho  "\\ants  to  recycle  and 
sa\"e  the  ^^"orld"."  \\"as  even  hoping  to  begin 
a  non-profit  recvcling  club  called  the 
Ramoras  Club.  "Thats  been  the  biggest 
project  lateh"  Armitage  explained.  "Its 
all  about  the  kids  \\  henever  I  m  not  at 
school  r 

She  did  not  limit  herself  onh  to  taking 
care  of  her  own  children:  Armitage  helped 
care  for  manv  others  on  campus  as  well. 
As  such,  she  earned  the  nickname  "Mama 
Jamie"  from  several  classmates.  "That 
prett\'  much  happened  right  w  henever  I 
entered  school  -  I  think  three  \  ears  ago 

-  and  evervbodv  found  out  I  had  a  kid. 
Apparentlv.  the\  didnt  think  that  I  did. 
It  ^^"as  kind  of  a  big  shock,  so  evervone 
started  calling  me  Mama  Jan-kieT 


Armitage 
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Prior  to  that,  a  familial  nickname  for 
Armitage  \\  as  Jupiter.  She  gained  it  because 
she  was  an  adopted  child.  "^Vhen  I  was  little... 
all  mv  bov  cousins  would  tease  me.  tellinor  nie 
that  I  was  adopted.  But  m\'  girl  cousins  would 
take  me  to  the  side,  tell  me  that  I  w  as  adopted, 
but  that  I  was  the  queen  of  Jupiter.  .\nd  I  was 
riding  on  a  star  one  da\"  and  when  I  tumbled 
off  I  landed  on  earth:  and  w  hen  the\  saw"  me,  I 
w  as  so  beautiful  that  they  decided  to  keep  me" 

In  bet\\"een  time  spent  at  school  and  helping 
people,  Armitage  also  found  time  to  enjoy  one 
of  her  favourite  pastimes:  reading.  "I  read  a  lot 
of  philosophv.  a  lot  of  ethics!'  She  also  enjoved 
graphic  novels,  citing  Roman  Dirges  Lenore, 
and  Jhonen  \asques  Johnny  the  Homicidal 
Maniac,  The  Rabbis  Cat  by  Joann  Sfar,  and 
assorted  works  bv  Neil  Caiman  as  particular 
favorites. 

Armitage  w^as  more  likely  to  enjoy  life  than 
to  take  it  too  seriously.  Her  favorite  quote, 
in  fact,  is  from  Charles  Bukowski,  one  of  her 
favourite  authors:  "We  are  here  to  laugh  at  the 
odds  and  live  our  lives  so  well  that  Death  w  ill 
tremble  to  take  us." 
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Homecoming  2007  was  a  rockin' 
week  of  events,  living  up  to  this  years 
theme:  "Rockin  with  the  Ragin' 
Cajuns!'  A  packed  week  of  student 
events  led  up  to  a  fun-filled  weekend 
of  tailgating  and  most  importantly,  the 
big  game  Saturday  afternoon. 

On  campus,  Homecoming 
Week  was  all  about  the  students.  On 
Monday,  a  kick  off  party  was  held 
at  the  UL  Lafayette  akmini  center, 
followed  by  Cajun  Karaoke  at  the 
student  Union  Ballroom  where 
students  had  a  blast  showcasing  their 
karaoke  skills. 

Although  there  were 
numerous  events  for  students  and 
faculty  to  attend  this  year,  there  were 
several  homecoming  spirit  contests 
and  giveaways  taking  place  all  week. 
On  Sunday,  a  spirit  display  was  set 
up  in  front  of  UL  Lafayettes  Edith 
Garland  Dupre  Library,  featuring 
creative  student  artwork  that 


celebrated  the  sprit  of  Homecoming 
2007. 

A  cake  giveaway  and  sprit  banner 
signing  on  the  union  porch  during  lunch 
time  on  Monday  helped  get  students  in 
the  homecoming  spirit  for  the  remainder 
of  the  week.  Meanwhile,  a  residence 
hall  banner  contest  and  a  faculty  door 
decorating  contest  left  colorful  remnants 
of  creativity  inside  and  outside  campus 
buildings. 

A  car  rally  late  Wednesday 
afternoon  preceded  an  evening  drive  in 
movie,  one  of  the  weels  most  anticipated 
events.  This  year,  students  enjoyed 
"School  of  Rock'  while  lounging  in  their 
vehicles  at  Cajun  Field. 

Mid-week  festivities  were  all 
about  school  spirit.  "Wear  Red,  Get  Fed" 
had  the  campus  decked  out  in  red  on 
Wednesday  since  a  simple  act  of  school 
spirit  equaled  free  pizza  served  in  the 
quad.  UL  Lafayettes  annual  "Yell  Like 
Hell"  was  held  Wednesday  evening 


rockin' 
with 
the 
cajuns 
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Above:  A  sorority 
perfroms  for  Yell  Like 
Hell. 


Blackham  Coliseum  which 
kept  Wednesday's  school  spirit 
going. 

On  Thursday,  the 
National  Pan-Hellenic 
Council's  Greek  Expo  in  the 
Union  Ballroom  gave  sororities 
and  fraternities  a  chance  to 
showcase  their  skills  on  stage. 
This  year,  Delta  Sigma  Theta 
and  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  took 
home  winning  trophies  at  the 
annual  step  show. 

Every  Friday  is  sprit 
day  at  UL,  so  most  students 
were  decked  out  in  red.  A 
homecoming  concert  featuring 
the  UL  Lafayette  Wind 
ensemble  took  place  Friday 
evening. 

The  annual 
Homecoming  parade  kicked 
off  festivities  surrounding 


Saturday's  game.  The  parade 
route  covered  ground  from 
Cajun  Field  to  the  alumni  center 
and  featured  the  gorgeous  ladies 
of  this  year's  homecoming  court. 

This  year's  homecoming 
queen  was  Susan  Ednie.  The  remainder 
of  the  court  consisted  of  LaToya 
Celestin,  Summer  Marler,  Britany 
Cormier,  and  Chloe  Angelle. 

After  enjoying  the  parade, 
most  Ragin'  Cajun  fans  tailgated 
at  Cajun  Field  until  the  start  of  the 
big  game.  Unfortunately,  the  Ragin 
Cajuns  were  defeated  in  a  thrilling 
overtime  bout  against  Florida  Atlantic. 
Despite  the  heartbreaking  loss,  UL 
students  had  a  great  week  of  events 
and  their  undying  school  spirit 
made  Homecoming  2007  another 
unforgettable  week. 
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What  was  the  mascot 
for  University  of  Louisiana 
at  Lafayette  between  2001  to 
2008?  The  answer:  there  was 
none.  This  is  because  who 
the  students  though  to  be  the 
mascot  is  actually  the  "spirit 
leader." 

Many  students  have 
seen  Cayenne,  a  giant  chili 
pepper,  at  different  sport 
games  and  events.  But  few 
of  them  were  aware  that 
he  was  technically  not  the 
mascot.  Matt  Sabile,  industrial 
technology'  senior  and  the 
man  behind  the  mask,  did  not 
mind.  "It  doesn't  affect  me 
either  way.  I  just  go  out  there 
to  get  people  excited  and  have 
funT 

But  wh\  a  chili  pepper, 
anyway?  Why  not  a  bulldog, 
as  it  had  been  for  60  years? 

In  1962,  Coach  Russ 
l  aulkiiiberry  noticed  that 
most  of  his  football  team  was 
from  the  Acadian  area,  so 
he  and  Bob  Hcnrlerson,  the 
Sp(jrts  Inf(irmalioii  Diicdor, 
renamed  the  team  the  Ragin' 
C  iajuns. 


The  university  tried 
a  few  different  mascots  in 
search  for  one  that  would 
reflect  the  idea  of  what  a  Cajun 
is,  including  the  Cajun  Man 
and  the  Cajun  Chicken.  But 
it  wasn't  until  2001  that  the 
university  decided  to  use  the 
chili  pepper  that  was  in  the 
logo. 

"I  think  its  a  good 
representation  of  our  culture',' 
Sabile  pointed  out.  Cajun 
country  was  hot  both  in  food 
and  spices,  but  also  weather 
and  entertainment.  With  the 
numerous  festivals  the  Acadian 
area  hosted,  it  was  only  fitting 
to  have  a  fun,  interesting,  and 
food-related  spirit  leader. 

Sabile  explained, 
"Cayenne,  to  me,  is  just 
somebody  who  goes  around 
and  has  a  blast,  no  matter 
what  they  do.  He  gets  people 
excited,  and  thats  what 
everything  is  about  down  here!' 
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Love  is  an  overwhelming 
attachment,  a  connection  that 
grows  in  time.  Having  a  passion  for 
something  is  love.  Love  permeates 
every  aspect  of  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette,  everyday.  It 
lies  within  every  professor,  every 
student,  and  every  building. 

Theres  pride  and  love  within 
a  Ragin'  Cajun  fan;  the  emotion 
grows  when  a  winning  touchdown 
is  made  at  the  end  of  a  football  game 
on  a  beautiful  Saturday  afternoon, 
or  watching  the  amazing  UL 
Lafayette  lacrosse  team.  That  love 
does  not  die  the  following  Saturday 
when  a  dive  for  the  winning 
touchdown  is  just  two  yards  short. 

UL  Lafayette  students  swarm 
Cajun  Field  in  a  sea  of  red  at 
Ragin'  Roar  to  support  their  teams. 
However,  that  support  is  not  just 
for  the  team,  but  for  the  individuals 
who  represent  our  school  colors 
with  honor  each  year,  win  or  lose. 


Love  is  connection.  Fridays  on 
campus  connect  students  through 
spirit.  Students  are  encouraged  to 
wear  red  in  support  for  community 
spirit;  as  a  result,  Friday  campuses 
sometimes  seem  to  be  a  sea  of  red.  UL 
Lafayette  wears  red  to  show  support 
for  all  elements  of  the  school,  sports, 
extracurricular  activities,  and  classes. 

Red  is  excitement.  After  years 
of  dedication,  a  UL  student  can 
graduate  from  the  school  they  love:  a 
school  that  has  prepared  them  well  for 
their  next  stage  in  life.  That  student 
walks  away  with  more  than  a  simple 
education.  They  walk  away  with 
connections  that  will  last  a  lifetime. 

Red  is  strength,  leadership, 
passion,  power — true  Ragin'  Cajuns 
wear  red.  That  color  defines  what 
all  UL  students  stand  for.  It  becomes 
more  than  just  a  color.  It  represents 
the  pride  that  UL  Lafayette  students 
have  in  their  work,  their  play,  and 
their  community:  the  pride  that  they 
have  in  each  other. 


The  pop  culture  phenomena  of  2007 
reflected  a  confused,  stumbling,  mash-up  of 
hope  and  frustration,  tripping  and  tumbling 
its  way  into  2008.  A  strange  mixture  of 
ignorance,  anger,  awareness,  and  cautious, 
emotional  hope  affected  what  was  produced 
and  reached  the  public  knowledge. 

One  subject  that  was  brought  to  tlie 
piime  public  focus  was  en\ironmentalism.  With 
Al  Gores  documentan,  "An  hicon\enient 
Trudi"  winning  the  American  Academy 
A^vaid  in  2007,  public  focus  was  brought  to 
tlie  ideas  of  global  wamiing,  pollution,  and 
enxironmentalism.  hi  addition,  the  rise  of  oil 
prices  brought  attention  to  hybrid  vehicles, 
such  as  the  Toyota  Prius.  Such  \  ehicles  were 
considered  to  both  cut  down  on  greenhouse 
gas  emissions  and  on  the  amount  of  gas 
needed  by  increasing  the  available  mileage 
per  gallon. 

Another  object  of  popular  focus  ^\•as 
the  Invisible  Children  movement.  Based 
off  of  a  2003  documentary  of  the  same 
name,  the  movement  focuses  on  bringing 
a^^■areness  to  the  recruitment  of  child  soldiers 
in  Northern  Uganda.  The  concentration 
was  on  providing  aid  both  to  the  country 
itself  to  attempt  to  halt  the  recruitment  of 
children  and  to  the  former  child-soldiers,  to 
provide  them  necessities  like  clothing  and 
education.  The  movement  received  media 
attention,  largely  due  to  support  from 
highlv  publicized  and  popular  bands  such  as 
Reliant  K,  Switchfoot,  Paramore,  Fall  Out 
Boy,  and  My  Chemical  Romance. 

Television  had  a  difficult  time  of 
it  in  2007  and  2008.  The  Writers  Guild 
of  America  began  a  strike  on  November 
5,  2007.  This  meant  that  the  pernicious 
hold  of  realitv  television  was  strengthened 
throughout  the  Christmas  holidays.  There 
were,  of  course,  the  "classic"  reality  shows 
like  Big  Brother  and  Survivor.  However,  the 
morbidly  fascinating  "celebrcalitv"  shows  of 
\'HI,  shows  that  generall)  inxolvcd  hall- 
famous  celebrities  attemjjting  to  stretch  out 
their  fifteen  mimitcs  of  fame,  were  given 
a  firm  foothold  1)\  the  hu  k  of Cnteitainiug 
weckniglil  teknision. 


pop 
culture 
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Laramie 


acceptance 
in 

tragedy 


Right:    Speaking  of 
Matthew's  last  moments 
with  great  fervor. 

Below:  "Tell  it  right 


Opposite  above:  Offering 
different  perspective  on 
the  issue  of  gay  rights  in 
Laramie. 

Opposite  side:  An 
empassioned  performance 
as  "Doc",  a  Laramie  native. 


Intolerance  is  one  of  the  banes  of  human 
society.  The  basic  idea  that  a  person  is  better  or 
worse  than  another  because  of  innate  traits  such  as 
gender,  skin  color,  or  sexuality  is  repulsively  per- 
vasive throughout  human  history.  Many  have  been 
persecuted  because  of  such  bigotry  and  lived  to 
tell  the  story.  In  the  town  of  Laramie,  Wyoming,  a 
gay  student  named  Matthew  Shepard  did  not.  The 
University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  presented  an 
emotionally  charged  performance  of  the  play  The 
Laramie  Project,  a  play  written  by  Moises  Kaufman 
about  the  town  of  Laramie  and  the  attitudes  of  the 
residents. 

The  play  reflected  the  attitudes  of  the  people 
of  Laramie  toward  bigotr);  homophobia,  and  Shepard's 
murder  The  idea  seemed  to  be  to  "tell  it  nght','  as  s|3o- 
ken  b)'  the  characters  throughout  the  play.  It's  origin  is 
multi-layered;  the  Tectonic  Theatre  Project,  moved  by 
the  outciy  siiiTounding  the  murdei'  and  intrigued  by  the 
small  town,  dec  ided  to  go  to  Laramie  to  intei'view  resi- 
dents. They  returned  several  times  and  interviewed  over 


one  hundred  residents  with  a  wild  vaiiety  of  perspec- 
tives, including  the  girlfriends  of  the  murderers  and 
the  |3olice  ofFicei"  who  found  Shepard  as  he  lay  d)'ing. 

The  eight  UL  Lafayette  students  presenting 
the  play  portrayed  over  50  characters  in  the  two  and 
a  half  hour  jjlay.  Actress  Krista  Guilloiy  expressed  the 
difficulty  of  the  roles:  "It  was  exliausting.  You  were 
dealing  with  a  very  emotional  subject  and  portraying 
many  different  people. 

"We  were  in  rehearsal  for  hours  ever 
evening.  It  was  very  emotional,  and  I  hope  people 
came  away  with  a  strong  message  about  toler- 
ance',' said  Guillory. 


Actor  Myles  McGinn  portrayed,  among  other 
roles,  one  of  the  murderers  waiting  to  be  sentenced. 
When  asked  about  his  feelings  on  the  play,  he  re- 
sponded, "I  hope  those  who  see  the  show  are  com- 
pelled to  search  within  them  for  acceptance  of  all  of 
God's  creatures. 

"We  all  have  equal  rights  as  humans.  Posi- 
tive change  will  come  once  our  full  society  agrees  on 
the  fact  that  we  are  all  the  same  no  matter  what  the 
superficial  differences!' 


mm 


bourgeois 
hall 


As  obesity  levels  rose  in  Louisiana  this  year, 
more  and  more  students  found  it  necessary 
to  stay  healthy.  Finding  time  to  stay  fit  while 
attending  college  and  working  felt  nearly 
impossible  for  students;  thankfully,  they  could 
turn  to  the  facilities  available  at  Bourgeois  Hall. 

Bourgeois  Hall,  an  on  campus  facility,  was 
the  place  to  cater  to  students  who  wanted  to 
stay  fit.  Great  work  out  equipment,  a  swimming 
pool,  and  an  indoor  track  were  just  some  of  the 
conveniences  accessible  to  busy  students. 

"I'll  try  to  go  during  my  lunch  break  or  after 
my  last  class"  said  Economics  major  Shane 
Verret.  "Ith  nice  over  there.  The  equipment  is 
easy  to  use  and  the  people  are  always  poUte'.' 

"Ith  always  crowded  when  I  go  at  around  1 
pm"  said  journalism  major  Tanya  Ardoin.  And 
that  it  usually  was;  lots  of  students  tended  to 
work  out  at  Bourgeois  hall  on  their  lunch  break. 

The  average  student  in  general  exercised 
at  least  three  to  four  times  a  week.  Part  of  the 
convenience  or  Bourgeois  lay  in  the  fact  that 
the  school  shuttle  stopped  there  at  every  pass. 
Thus  going  during  a  lunch  break  or  after  school 
was  always  a  great  idea.  Bourgeois  Hall  was 
also  student-friendly  in  its  price- tag;  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  students  show  their 
current  student  ID  at  the  door  for  free  entrance. 
Instead  of  buying  a  membership  to  a  local  gym, 
students  and  faculty  take  advantage  of  the 
campus  facilities. 

Wise  students  took  advantage  of  the 
Bourgeois  equipment  and  facilities."Working 
out  is  very  important"  said  Ardoin.  "Everyone 
should  find  time  to  stay  healthy.'  And  Bourgeois 
Hall  was  just  the  place  to  get  fit  this  year. 
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Music  as  inspiration  is  an  under- 
statement to  UL-Lafayette  senior  Brad 
Broomfield.  Its  much  more.  To  Broom- 
field,  music  is  life — a  talent  he's  been 
sriven  to  entertain  the  world  but  also  be 
his  wa)  of  expression. 

Atlanta-born,  New  Orleans  raised 
Broomfield  grew  up  with  his  mother  and 
sister. 

'"Two- women,  one  mission:  fix 
me',"  Broomfield  says.  "Because  of  them  I 
ha\  e  lived  my  life  striving  for  excellence 
in  all  facets  of  life!' 

Broomfield  came  to  UL-Lafay- 
ette in  2004,  majoring  in  music  perfor- 
mance with  a  primary  instrumental  focus 
in  percussion. 

"Percussion  is  one  of  the  few 
instrumental  categories  that  can  lead 
to  a  full  audio  and  visual  experience',' 
Broomfield  says.  "I  also  love  the  variety. 
And  with  how  restless  I  am,  this  can  be  a 
great  thing.  I'm  never  bored  with  per- 
cussion!' 

Broomfield,  a  member  of  the  UL 
-Lafayette  Symphony  Orchestra  and  the 
L  L  -Lafayette  Big  Bang  Percussion  En- 
semble, expects  to  graduate  in  Fall  2009 


Brad  Broomfield 


with  plans  of  taking  his  gift  and  love 
of  music  around  the  world.  His  plans 
to  audition  for  graduate  schools  in  the 
northeastern  United  States  after  gradua- 
tion are  only  the  start  of  his  future  goals. 

"I  want  to  play  percussion  in  a 
major  symphony  orchestra.  Thats  what 
I  have  to  dor  he  says.  "After  that  I  want 
to  study  abroad  in  different  countries 
to  learn  world  percussion  and  how  it  is 
used  in  different  countries  such  as  West 
Africa,  India,  Brazil  and  Cuba,  to  name 
a  few!' 

i'>roomiicld  loves  UL-Lafayette, 
not  onl\  because  it  is  where  has  exer- 
cised his  love  for  music  the  past  four 
years,  but  because  he  shares  that  love 
with  fellow  percussi(ni  studio  students 


that  he  has  come  to  love  and  relate  to 
over  the  years. 

"[They]  share  so  many  of  the 
same  life  and  music  qualities  as  I  do  that 
it  gives  me  goose  bumps  knowing  that 
there  are  people  in  this  world  so  compat- 
ible with  ourselves','  he  says. 

For  these  past  four  years,  UL 
Lafayette  has  seen  passion,  love,  inspira- 
tion, ambition  and  insurmountable  tal- 
ents from  this  one  student  who  plans  to 
expand  his  knowledge  of  music  as  long 
as  possible. 

"I  have  to  accomplish  something',' 
he  says.  "Life  is  too  short!' 


"Don't  make  me  look  like  I'm 
someone  that  walks  around  flexing" 
laughed  20-yeai-old  Jeff  Melancon. 
"I'm  not  like  that!' 

The  5 '4"  charismatic  and  ener- 
getic exercise  science  major  has  more 
to  him  than  meets  the  eye.  He  was  this 
years  National  Collegiate  body  build- 
ing champion,  making  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  home  to  the 
buffest  guy  in  the  nation. 

"I'm  short,  but  I'm  all  muscle',' 
he  laughed. 

Melancon  also  holds  the  Nation- 
al teen  body  builder  title  and  the  Mens 
State  title  for  Louisiana  in  body  build- 
ing. He  won  the  Louisiana  State  Body- 
building Title  at  only  1 8  years  old. 

As  if  body  building,  working 
out  constantly  and  maintaining  a  3.0 
gpa  aren't  enough,  Melancon  is  also  on 
UL  Lafayettes  power  lifting  team.  He 
is  also  a  personal  trainer  to  six  people, 
helping  them  stay  in  shape,  while  hold- 
ing down  a  part  time  job.  "I  make  time 


for  everything''  he  said. 

"Working  out  was  always  a  natu- 
ral high  for  me','  said  Melancon.  "I  never 
needed  anything  else!' 

Besides  working  out  twice  a  day, 
Melancon  also  follows  a  strict  diet  consist- 
ing of  dry  oats  and  water,  chicken  or  yams. 
"I'm  used  to  it  now','  he  said.  "Its  becomes 
a  lifestyle  after  awhile!'  He'll  indulge  in 
pizza  every  now  and  then,  but  never  alco- 
hol. 

"My  family  has  a  long  history  of  al- 
coholics',' he  said.  "I  won't  touch  the  stuff!' 

Playing  poker  and  hanging  out  with 
his  friends  keep  him  entertained  when  he 
isn't  training,  or  when  he  has  time. 

With  a  busy  schedule,  a  semester 
full  of  classes,  and  a  booming  social  life, 
Melancon  doesn't  get  distracted  from 
staying  in  shape.  He  urges  UL  Lafayette 
students  to  "stay  away  from  that  fast  food!' 

As  for  a  girlfriend,  Melancon  seems 
like  he  wouldn't  have  the  time  to  court 
someone.  However,  he  stressed,  "I'm 
single,  and  looking!' 


Jeff  Melancon 
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The  2007  Greek  Expo  was  all 
about  bragging  righ  ts.  This  annual 
event  was  one  of  the  most  talked 
about  of  Homecoming  Week  2007. 
For  the  first  time,  The  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayettes  National 
Pan-Hellenic  Council,  the  event 
organizers,  decicled  that  the  team 
that  perfcnnied  the  best  would  be 
awarded  a  trophy  that  they  would 
keep  until  next  yeark  step  show.  The 
pressure  was  on  for  each  team.  Who 
would  run  the  yard  in  2007? 

F.iitci  taitiiiig  a  |)a(  kcd  ( rowd  of 


students  in  the  union  ballroom  was  not 
enough  for  this  years  expo.  Each  team 
performance  was  critiqued  by  a  panel 
of  judges  who  would  eventually  crown 
the  best  fraternity  and  sorority  of  the 
night.  Each  fraternity  and  sorority 
had  various  opportunities  to  strut 
around  the  union  ballroom  during 
brief  intermissions  at  the  Greek  Expo. 
Other  intermi-ssions  included  a  dance 
of  f  between  audience  members  and  a 
|X'rfoi  mance  by  a  local  )  ap  grou)). 

Fraternities  that  performed  at  this 
yeark  show  iru  hided  Phi  Beta  Sigma, 


Above:  Greeks 
participate  in  the 
2007  Greek  Expo 


Alpha  Phi  Alpha  and  Omega  Psi  Phi.  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha,  Delta  Sigma  Theta,  Sigma 
Gamma  Rho  and  Zeta  Phi  Beta  were  the 
sororities  that  graced  this  years  Greek  Expo 
stage. 

Each  fraternity  and  sorority  brought 
their  unique  steps  to  the  stage.  Phi  Beta 
Sigma  fraternity  opened  up  the  show  with 
a  high-energy  performance.  Omega  Psi  Phi 
brought  the  finishing  touches  in  the  final 
performance  of  the  evening.  Many  audience 
members  agreed  that  watching  the  fun 
they  had  on  stage  made  their  performance 
even  more  entertaining.  The  lovely  ladies 
of  Zeta  Phi  Beta  were  the  first  sorority  to 
perform,  followed  Sigma  Gamma  Rho.  Sigma 
Gamma  Rho  made  their  presence  known 
by  demanding  their  respect  throughout 
their  performance,  while  the  Zetas'  stellar 
performance  and  glamorous  ensemble  were 
the  perfect  combination.  The  ladies  of  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha  sorority  finished  the  night  in 
style.  They  wore  sexy  leather  racer-style 
jumpsuits  to  give  a  rendition  of  a  day  on  the 
Nascar  track,  featuring  themselves  as  the 
"drivers"  to  bring  the  evening  to  a  close. 


Although  all  teams  performed  well,  two 
teams  stood  out  the  most.  Alpha  Phi  Alpha 
fraternity  and  Delta  Sigma  Theta  sorority 
were  crowned  the  winners  of  the  2007  Greek 
Expo. 

Of  all  of  the  sororities  that  performed 
at  the  Greek  Expo,  Delta  Sigma  Theta 
stood  out  above  the  rest.  Not  only  did  their 
performance  highlight  the  true  meaning 
of  membership  in  their  sororit)'  b)  pa)  ing 
homage  to  their  founders,  their  in-sync,  high- 
energy  stepping  wo\ved  the  cro\\d  and  the 
judges. 

While  appearing  to  ha\  c  as  nuu  h  f  un 
on  stage  as  the  audience  watching  them. 
Alpha  Phi  Alpha  fraternity  won  the  votes  of 
the  judges  and  captivated  the  crowd.  Their 
energy  was  beyond  comparison,  and  earned 
them  this  years  Greek  Expo  trophy. 

This  year  two  teams  earned  bragging 
rights  that  will  follow  them  for  an  entire  vcar. 
The  trophies  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  and  Delta 
Sigma  Theta  earned  will  be  up  for  gralxs 
again;  for  now,  they  run  the  yard. 
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Showers 


rainy  days  on  campus 


Water  trickles  down  worn  bricks. 
The  air  catches  in  hair,  elevating 
and  dampening  each  stand.  Students 
roll  up  kaki  pants  while  moist  feet 
delicately  dodge  the  St.  Mary  Blvd. 
River. 

The  subtropical  climate  of 
southwestern  Louisiana  turns  the 
academic  calendar  into  a  battle  of 
seasons.  Students  fight  the  first  days 
of  school  with  s\\  eat  trickling  only  to 
be  rewarded  with  afternoon  showers 
that  make  the  creatures  in  the  swamp 
delight.  Rain  and  humidity,  after  all, 
are  part  of  being  a  Cajun. 

Some  take  it  willingh;  letting 
their  hair  down  and  twirling  like 
five-year-olds  in  the  midst  of  a  toy 
run.  Those  students  run  in  the  quad 
and  Rose  Garden  and  truly  seem  in- 
tune  with  their  surroundings.  Others 
become  damp  physically  and  mentally. 
The  wet  cat  approach  is  typically 
seen  in  those  trapped  in  sub-artic 
classrooms  following  a  five  minute 
soaking  to  class.  Then  there  are 
those  that  are  prepared,  the  patrons 


Left:  A  student  makrs 
his        to  (  lass  (lc'S])ite 
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to  the  rain.  Theyve  felt  the  icy 
rooms  and  danced  one  too  many  a 
time.  Theyve  become  acquainted. 
Typically,  they  have  the  umbrellas 
everyone  secretly  wants,  the  ones 
designed  with  cartoon  characters 
and  classic  art. 

As  the  few  days  of  cold  set  in, 
many  are  taken  aback  as  flip-floj) 
clad  toes  try  to  regain  warmth, 
particularly  in  the  damp  chill.  Many 
students  become  bewildered  by  the 
climate,  longing  for  the  two  days 
of  spring  that  will  come  in  March. 
Unfortunately,  with  spring  comes 


a  false  sense  of  hope.  The 
prospect  of  no  rain  and  picnic 
weather  lulls  those  in  it  to 
believe  that  beautiful,  rain  free 
weather  may  stay  longer  this 
year. 

The  skies  start  to  gray  and 
squirrels  can  be  see  ducking 
under  the  buildings.  With 
mournful  sighs,  cver)()nc 
rolls  up  their  pants,  dons  an 
umbrella,  and  thusly  prepares 
for  the  familiar  soaking. 


Above:  Flooding 
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Mobile  Campus^ 


With  the  recent  trend  of 
ubiquitous  cell  phones,  many 
students  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette  were 
rarely  seen  without  a  cell 
phone  glued  to  their  waist, 
ear,  or  stashed  in  their  pockets 
this  year.  Because  of  this,  UL 
Lafayette  launched  a  university 
text  messaging  system  for  the 
Fall  2007  school  year. 

UL  Lafayette  Student 
Personnel  launched  Mobile 
Campus  on  Aug.  20.  This 
campus  text  messaging  system  is 
offered  to  UL  students,  faculty, 
and  staff.  Plans  for  installing  this 
new  university  communication 
tool  were  in  the  works  as  early 


as  Spring  and  Summer  of  2007; 
the  idea  was  finally  put  into 
action  in  the  fall. 

"Mobile  campus  allows  the 
university  an  avenue  to  get  to 
students,  faculty,  and  staffs  said 
Greg  Zerangue,  Associate  Dean  of 
the  office  of  Student  Personnel. 
The  system  was  created  to  keep 
all  members  of  the  university 
up-to-date  with  important  school 
information  throughout  the  year. 
Whether  a  hurricane  threatened 
to  force  a  campus  closure,  an 
English  professor  cancelled  class, 
or  football  practice  was  cancelled 
or  postponed,  UL  students  were 
able  to  stay  informed  through 
Mobile  Campus. 


UL 

texts 

Mobile  Campus  also  sent 
students  exclusive  offers  from 
local  businesses  through  text 
messages.  Students  could  redeem 
the  offers  by  showing  the  text 
message  to  the  participating 
businesses,  which  included 
businesses  such  as  Circuit  City 
and  Domino§  Pizza.  Students 
were  given  the  option  to  refuse 
coupon  offers  so  they  would  only 
receive  text  messages  relating  to 
campus  or  community  activities. 
In  fact,  anyone  who  joined  Mobile 
Campus  could  select  special 
interests  on  the  mobile  campus 
website.  Interests  available 
included  sports,  jobs,  travel  and 
news,  among  other  selections. 
This  option  allowed  students  to 
narrow  down  the  text  messages 
they  would  receive. 

The  program  was  free  to 
students;  however,  the  university 
benefits  as  well.  One  dollar 
was  given  to  the  university  for 
every  student  that  joined  the 
Mobile  Campus  text  messaging 
system.  Those  funds  were  used 
for  beautification  projects  around 
campus. 

This  new  way  of  keeping 
students  informed  was  another 
way  UL  Lafayette  remained  a  step 
ahead  when  helping  everyone  on 
campus. 


l.vil:  Irxl  messaging 
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Though  the  purpose  of  this 
university  is  to  educate  incoming 
students,  we  did  not  forget  that  we 
are  not  the  only  creatures  that  use 
this  campus.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
collective  force  of  critters  who  were 
intent  on  keeping  life  here  exciting 
and  the  students  on  their  feet.  Their 
attempts  made  walking  across  campus 
a  dangerous  adventure. 

The  animals'  espionage  process 
began  with  the  felines,  the  spies 
and  master  minds  of  the  brigade, 
who  lurk  about  and  meeting  in  the 
grating  under  the  library.  Sleekly, 
they  prowled  about  the  campus, 
usually  unseen.  Then  they  gather 
would  beneath  the  library,  the  center 
of  information  on  campus,  to  begin 
plotting  their  next  moves. 

Communication  was  managed 
aerially:  the  birds.  Residents  of 


various  dorms  on  campus  would 
attest  to  hearing  these  foul  creatures 
squawking  at  all  hours,  be  it  day 
or  night.  But  this,  too,  was  part  of 
the  plan.  So  long  as  a  student  was 
incapable  of  getting  a  good  night§ 
rest,  he  was  left  even  more  weary, 
vulnerable  to  the  attacks  that  laid 
ahead. 

For  as  he  would  walk  from 
Griffin  to  Mouton,  there  were  small, 
beady  eyes  stalking  him.  Indeed,  the 
squirrels  were  the  most  dangerous 
creatures.  One  squirrel  would 
approach  the  victim,  gazing  at  him 
and  stealing  away  his  attention, 
leaving  the  student  off-guard  and 
exposed.  It  would  back  away  slowly 
toward  a  tree,  leading  the  student 
right  under  its  partner.  The  partner 
would  attack,  tossing  acorns  and  nuts 
at  high  speeds. 
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The  critters  had  alhes 
off-campus  too.  Though  not 
necessarily  part  of  the  campus, 
the  pond  still  hosted  an  army  of 
ducks  that  would  block  passage 
on  the  roads  as  students  left 
campus.  Fluffing  their  feathers 
in  the  face  of  a  Ford,  they  made 
great  efforts  to  ensure  the  timing 
of  their  street-crossings  and 
preening  with  the  busiest  times 
on  the  road. 

But  all  was  not  lost!  For  most 
days,  the  students  were  able  to 
tend  to  their  schooling,  evading 
the  enemy  with  sufficient  skill. 
The  students  dodged  acorns 
and  swerved  vehicles,  and 
another  year  at  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  passed 
with  no  critter-related  casualties. 
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Senior  Brian  Thomas  represents  more 
to  his  community  than  just  a  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette  student.  He  was  part 
of  the  2007-2008  generation  of  politicians  in 
our  country  and  represented  UL  Lafayette 
with  pride.  When  Thomas  was  not  fulfilling 
his  duties  as  a  full-time  student,  he  served  as 
the  youngest  elected  Mayor  Pro  Tempore  to 
ever  serve  in  Louisiana,  and  he  also  upheld 
duties  as  Opelousas  city  alderman.  Thomas 
majored  in  both  risk  management  and 
finance.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  Pi 
Kappa  Alpha,  Blue  Key  honor  society,  Phi 
Kappa  Phi  honor  society  and  president  of  the 
Insurance  and  Risk  Management  society. 

Thomas  said  he  "would  not  trade  his 
experience  at  UL  for  the  world!'  Being  at 
UL  has  allowed  Thomas  to  remain  close  to 
()[)clousas,  his  hometown.  "What  I  love  most 
about  LL  is  the  iini(jueness  of  the  ]X'0|)le  and 
the  warm  atmosphere','  Thomas  said.  "UL 
has  offeicd  me  great  opjjortunities!' 

".My  fiist  economics  class  at  UL  made 
me  realize  how  much  the  economy,  money, 


and  politics  is  interconnected  and  affects  every 
aspect  of  our  lives','  Thomas  said.  For  this  reason, 
Thomas  has  taken  his  interest  in  politics  and  its 
components  to  the  next  level. 

"Fm  not  inspired  by  one  particular 
person.  Its  the  absence  of  people  that  has 
inspired  me','  Thomas  said. 

Thomas  is  taking  his  political  journey 
much  further.  He  was  currently  running  for 
District  40  state  representative.  The  election 
was  set  to  take  place  on  Oct.  20. 

Regardless  of  how  the  October  election 
turns  out,  Thomas  will  still  be  an  elected  official, 
but  he  still  hopes  for  the  best. 

Thomas  expressed  hopes  that  the  steps 
he  took  over  the  fall  will  act  as  motivation  for 
other  young  individuals  who  would  like  to  get 
involved  in  politics.  He  admitted  that  he  was 
tired  of  hearing  that  more  young  people  should 
get  involved  in  politics,  so  he  took  the  leap  to 
get  involved. 

"Theres  so  much  young  people  have  to 
offer,  but  we  have  to  step  up  to  the  plate  and  also 
be  welcomed  by  the  older  generation",'  Thoinas 
said.  "The  older  generation  gets  hesitant  and 
don't  take  young  people  in  politics  seriously!' 

Thomas  definitively  proved  his  older 
critics  wrong.  Through  his  political  aspirations, 
he  was  a  clear  example  of  leading  through 
example. 

"Fm  just  f  ocused  on  doing  great  things 
and  trying  to  better  the  lives  of  people  around 
me  while  trying  to  better  myself  at  the  same 
lime","  he  said. 

"Young  |)e()ple  ma)  look  at  me  and  say 
'If  he  can  do  this,  I  c  an  do  this  too"!' 


Danielle  St.  Julien 


Danielle  St.  Julien  admitted  that  attending 
the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  was  a 
tough  decision  to  make. 

'At  first,  I  did  not  want  to  come  to  UL 
[Lafayette]','  said  St.  Julien,  "But  coming  to  visit  the 
university  changed  my  mind.  The  atmosphere  and 
the  people  on  campus  seemed  like  a  family^' 

St.  Julien,  who  listed  watching  movies, 
crocheting,  sewing,  and  painting  as  hobbies, 
received  her  bachelors  degree  in  political  science  in 
May  2007.  As  of  the  fall  semester  of  the  2007-08 
school  year,  she  was  a  student  with  UL  Lafayettes 
graduate  school,  working  on  a  degree  in  history. 

St.  Julien  has  been  an  active  member 
of  various  groups  at  the  university,  including 
the  Student  Orientation  Staff  (SOS),  Student 
Government  Association  (SGA),  Alpha  Lambda 
Delta,  Phi  Beta  Delta  and  Phi  Alpha  Theta. 

"I  am  currently  the  historian  for  Phi  Alpha 
Theta,  which  is  the  history  honor  society  and 
president  of  the  liberal  arts  department  of  SGA','  she 
said.  Both  gioups  gieatly  benefitted  from  having 
St.  Julien  so  involved.  While  acting  as  president  of 
liberal  arts,  St.  Julien  organized  UL  Lafayette^  first 
liberal  arts  career  fair. 

"The  career  fair  was  so  important  to  the 
university  because  it  was  an  opportunity  for  liberal 
arts  majors  to  see  what  jobs  were  actually  out  there',' 
she  said. 


St.  Julien  said  that  her  experience  with  SOS 
gave  her  a  special  connection  with  the  university. 
She  marketed  that  same  friendly,  family-oriented 
atmosphere  that  lured  her  to  UL  Lafayette  as  a 
member  of  SOS. 

"People  still  come  up  to  me  years  later 
and  tell  me  that  I  helped  them — even  if  I  ^  asjust 
helping  them  make  their  schedule','  St.  Julien  said. 
"Thats  a  great  feeling!' 

Deciding  to  attend  UL  Lafayette  has 
resulted  in  wonderful  accomplishments  for  St. 
Julien. 

"I  hope  that  I  stand  as  a  reflection  of 
the  great  aspects  of  the  university,'  St.  Julien 
says.  Through  her  dedicated  involvement,  she 
has  humbly  made  an  enormous  impact  on  UL 
Lafayette. 
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With  1500  acres  and  over  250  build- 
ing, the  University  of  Louisiana  at  La- 
fayette's campus  just  kept  growing  in  the 
2007-2008  school  year.  Bill  Christ,  the 
director  of  the  Physical  Plant  department 
at  UL,  oversaw  countless  construction 
and  architecture  advances  during  his  1 5 
years  of  employment.  And  the  2007- 
2008  school  year  was  no  exception. 

The  most  talked  about  addition  to 
the  campus  was  the  |)arking  garage  on 
St.  Mary.  The  additional  parking  has 
been  sorely  needed  as  enrollment  at  UL 
Lafayette  has  exploded  over  the  past  few 


years.  The  construction  work  on  it  began 
in  May  2007  and  was  completed  in  early 
2008.  Employees  and  equipment  were 
obtained  in  March  2008.  The  garage 
should  be  active  at  the  start  of  the  Fall 
2008  semester. 

Another  major  addition  was  the 
Burke-Hawthorne  merger.  Burke  Hall 
has  housed  the  communication  classes 
for  years,  but  the  building  was  in  need 
of  renovation.  The  project  began  in  May 
2007  and  should  end  December  2008. 
The  future  holds  great  advances  too. 
The  final  designs  of  an  addition  of  a 


child  development  center  to  the  research 
park  were  completed  by  February  2008. 
Also  in  February  2008,  designs  to  renovate 
Girard  Hall  were  concluded.  It  was  original- 
ly built  in  1922,  and  its  last  renovation  was  in 
1954  so  it  was  well  due  for  an  update. 

The  Physical  Plant  department  also  em- 
barked on  the  demolition  of  selected  build- 
ings in  Legacy  Park.  The  demolition  was 
scheduled  so  that  the  construction  of  three 
new  buildings  may  commence.  That  con- 
struction should  begin  on  June  1,  2008  and 
be  completed  by  the  Spring  2009  semester. 
The  plans  for  adding  another  weight  room  at 
Bourgeois  Hall  were  completed  in  September 
2005.  However,  Hurricane  Katrina  caused  a 
35  percent  increase  in  all  construction  costs, 
so  even  in  February  2008,  the  school  was  still 
collecting  the  necessary  fees  from  students 
before  it  could  begin  construction. 
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Politics  Avere  in  full  swing 
for  the  2007  fall  semester  at 
the  University  of  Louisiana 
at  Lafavette.  Political  bumper 
stickers  were  pasted  on  trash 
cans  and  signs  were  pinned  on 
\\  alls  representing  candidates  for 
their  particular  office.  Political 
propaganda  ^vas  on  our  TV's,  on 
our  radios  and  in  our  bathrooms 
on  campus  during  the  fall  2007 
semester,  and  many  political 
science  teachers  helped  us  get 
involved. 

Dr.  Rick  Swanson  and  Dr. 
Ryan-Paul  Frost  hosted  a  political 
film  series  on  campus  which 
ga\  e  a  chance  for  students  with 
no  political  knowledge  to  meet 
politically  informed  individuals. 
The  politics  film  series  showed 
a  varietv  of  political  movies, 
regardless  of  political  stance.  The 
films  were  presented  in  Moody 
Hall,  room  130,  every  other 
Wednesday  at  6  p.m.  throughout 
the  fall  2007  semester. 


"Citizen  Kane,"  a  movie  in  black 
and  white  and  directed  by  Orson 
Wells,  was  shown  Wed.  Sept.  19. 
The  movie  is  based  on  the  famous 
yellow  journalist  William  Randolph 
Hearst. 

On  Oct.  3,  "The  Paper  Chase" 
was  played.  This  movie  was  made  in 
1973  and  is  based  "word  for  word" 
on  the  novel  "The  Paper  Chase." 
This  movie  starred  John  Houseman 
and  Timothy  Bottoms. 

"The  Manchurian  Candidate," 
a  popular  film  in  America,  was 
presented  on  Oct.  17.  This  intense 
movie  is  about  a  prominent  political 
family  that  became  brainwashed 
into  becoming  an  assassin  for  the 
communist  party. 

On  Oct.  3 1 ,  "All  quiet  on  the 
Western  Front"  was  presented 
to  the  students,  a  perfect  movie 
for  Halloween  Night.  This  Oscar 
winning  movie  is  about  a  WWI 
veteran,  Erich  Maria  Remarque, 
and  his  experience  during  WWI. 
The  movie  expressed  the  horrors 


of  the  war  and  his  experiences 
with  German  Civilian  life. 

"The  Battle  of  Algiers" 
was  played  on  Nov.  14.  It  is 
a  movie  by  Gillo  Pontecorvo 
based  on  events  during  the 
1954-1962  Algerian  War  of 
Independence  against  French 
rule. 

The  last  movie  presented, 
"Mr.  Smith  goes  to 
Washington,"  was  shown  on 
Nov.  28.  It  is  a  1939  film 
about  American  government 
and  was  nominated  for  1 1 
academy  awards. 

The  selection  of  movies 
was  intense  and  informing. 
Many  students  enjoyed  not 
only  the  movie  time,  but  also 
the  glimpse  into  Hollywood's 
view  of  politics.  The  politics 
film  series  was  a  great  way 
for  students  to  have  fun  with 
politics  without  debate. 
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Every  college  student  has  had  one  of  those 
classes.  Perhaps  it  was  at  eight  in  the  morning  on 
a  Tuesday  and  Thursday.  Maybe  the  student  and 
professor  just  didn't  see  eye  to  eye.  Perchance  said 
student  was  studying  nine  hours  per  day  for  the  fifteen 
page  essay  tests;  maybe  the  student  was  in  an  accident 
of  some  sort.  The  dropped  class  can  be  a  saving  grace 
for  these  students.  Yet  many  students  at  the  University 
of  Lafayette  have  suspected  that  their  drop  date  is 
creeping  away  from  the  end  of  the  semester  and  closer 
to  the  beginning. 

In  actuality,  while  the  fall  drop  date  of  the 
past  few  years  has  moved  back,  the  .spring  drop  date 
has  been  pushed  forward  in  an  attempt  to  balance  it 
out.  In  the  fall  semester  of  2005,  the  last  day  to  drop 
a  class  with  a  grade  of  "W"  was  November  4,  2005.  In 
the  fall  of  2006,  it  was  only  a  day  earlier,  November 
3,  2006.  In  the  fall  of  2007,  students  were  brought 
cowering  to  their  knees  by  a  dt(>p  date  ofOctobci  1  1 , 
2007,  only  seven  weeks  after  the  first  day  of  clas.ses. 


Despite  adininistrational  efforts  to  balance  the 
scales,  the  difference  in  the  spring  semester  drop  dates 
stayed  marginal.  In  spring  of  2006,  the  last  day  to 
drop  with  a  "W"  was  March  31,  2006.  Spring  of  2007 
actually  also  was  pushed  back  slightly  to  March  29, 
2007.  In  the  spring  of  2007,  students  could  actually 
hold  out  until  April  3,  2007. 

Dropping  with  a  "W"  places  a  note  on  the 
student's  ti  anscript  that  they  attended  much  of  the 
class,  but  withdrew  before  the  end  of  the  semester. 
Reasons  for  withdrawing  are  not  stated  on  the 
ti  anscript. 

Although  no  reason  has  been  given  for  the 
earlier  drop  dates,  .some  suggest  that  UL  Lafayette's 
increasing  number  of  students  and  dedication  to 
academic  prowess  are  behind  the  early  drop  dates.  For 
current  students,  however,  it  means  a  need  to  attend  to 
theii  studies  and  communicate  with  professors,  cutting 
down  the  need  to  drop  cla.s.ses. 
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Students  led  a  busy  life 
this  year  at  The  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette.  There 
wasn't  much  time  left  for  catching 
up  on  local  news  or  current 
events  after  studying  and  working 
everyday.  Every  Wednesday, 
however,  thousands  of  students 
picked  up  the  Vermillion,  the  UL 
Lafayette  newspaper,  to  keep 
updated  on  opinions,  student  lives, 
campus  organizations  and  current 
events. 

The  Vermilion,  which 
entered  publication  in  1904, 
has  helped  the  student  body  to 
stay  informed  on  issues  that  are 
important  to  them  with  a  sports 
section.  Students  can  stay  posted 
on  the  outcomes  of  their  favorite 
teams.  The  political  column, 
with  a  conservative  and  liberal 
columnist,  helps  the  students 
renovate  their  political  opinions  by 
picking  a  side  and  even  submitting 
their  opinion.  Other  sections  of 
the  newspaper  include  music, 
movies,  health  and  fitness,  and 
opinions. 

"This  year  we  had  some 
significant  things  going  on  that 
drew  important  people  to  campus" 
said  Editor  in  Chief  Heather 
Miller. 

"When  Dr.  Savoie  was 
chosen  as  UL  at  Lafayettes  new 
president,  a  couple  of  us  got  to 
meet  him  to  cover  the  story,  so 
that  was  pretty  big.  Also,  Gov. 
Bobby  Jindal  came  to  campus 
during  his  campaign.  So  did 
Walter  Boasso,  Jindais  Democratic 
opponent!' 

Many  stories  covered  this 
year  featured  signific  ant  students 
on  the  front  page.  "We  also  ran 
a  story  on  Brian  I  liomas,  a  UL 
at  Lafayette  student,  fraternity 


brother,  city  council  member  of 
Opelousas,  and  also  second  in  line  to 
the  mayor  in.  Opelousas','  said  Miller. 

"Amidst  all  that,  he  ran  for 
State  Rep.  He  is  a  tremendous  asset 
to  our  school,  so  I  was  proud  to 
feature  him  on  the  front  cover!' 

The  Vermilion  was  definitely 
a  treat  for  stressed  out  students. 
Whether  students  read  it  to  keep 
updated  or  just  to  see  their  own 
groups  or  organizations  in  it,  the 
campus  newspaper  was  an  added 
bonus  to  a  stressful  week. 

"I  want  people  to  remember 
that  although  The  Vermilion  is  mostly 
centered  around  campus  events, 
which  can  seem  boring  sometimes, 
it  is  also  one  of  the  only  published 
forums  on  our  campus  for  expressing 
opinions,  whether  they  are  grievances 
or  praise','  said  Miller. 

"Regardless  of  whether  stu- 
dents live  on  campus  or  not,  The  Ver- 
milion is  a  great  place  to  learn  about 
great,  positive  things  happening  on 
campus.  UL  at  Lafayette  has  a  lot 
to  be  proud  of,  and  students  should 
want  to  know  about  those  things." 
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Art  according  to  the  dic- 
tionary is  the  quahty,  production, 
expression,  or  realm,  according 
to  aesthetic  principles,  of  what  is 
beautiful,  appealing,  or  of  more 
than  ordinary  significance.  For 
some,  art  is  expressed  through 
photos,  clay,  and  paper.  However, 
for  some  students  at  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafavette  their  own 
bodies  become  a  canvas. 

Tattoos  have  been  a  means 
of  expression  since  Neolithic  times. 
Many  times  they  are  used  as  an 
expression,  whether  that  is  for  reli- 
gious, political,  or  personal  reasons. 

"I  am  a  fan  of  the  whole  cul- 
ture that  surrounds  tattoos.  I  like  the 
look  and  style;  I  believe  that  they 
don't  have  to  be  a  huge  mistake  like 
many  make  them  out.,"  said  John 
Halbert,  a  general  studies  major. 

The  trend  is  becoming  more 
popular  amongst  the  student  popu- 
lation, and  though  the  process  can 


be  expensive,  many  students  feel 
the  process  is  worth  it. 

"Despite  the  cost  and 
risks,  I  feel  I  need  to  express  my- 
self. It's  certainly  a  less  destruc- 
tive means  of  expressing  myself," 
said  Kyle  Rohen,  a  senior  English 
major.  "It's  kind  of  symbolic  of 
where  I'm  at  in  life  of  when  I  do 
get  it.  The  tattoo  I  plan  on  getting 
is  a  half  Hedwig  half  Mexican 
moon.  It's  symbolic  of  my  per- 
sonality." 

Though  some  place  a 
negative  stigma  on  body  art,  stu- 
dents continue  to  ink  their  skin. 
For  many  it  is  an  outlet  that  will 
reflect  their  state  of  mind  during 
their  college  terms  and  for  the 
years  to  come  after  graduation. 


4. 


I 


"It  didn't  take  me  but  just 
literally  a  few  seconds  to  realize  what  an 
extraordinary  asset  this  is!'  Those  were  the 
words  of  Sen.  Mary  Landrieu  (D-LA)  in 
describing  the  new  public-private  disaster 
planning  effort  N I  MS  AT,  which  was 
officially  launched  in  March  2008  at  the 
LITE  center.  NIMSAT  is  a  partnership 
between  UL  Lafayette  and  20  public  and 
private  interests,  which  include  James  Lee 
Witt  Associates,  Wal-Mart,  San  Diego  State 
University  and  others.  NIMSAT  will  use 
the  power  of  imiltiple  supercomputers, 
iiK  hiding  tiie  one  housed  at  Lafayettes 
LI  TK  (  enter.  Some  of  the  NIMSAT 
partners  were  personally  represented  at 
the  laundi.  Brian  Kuhn  of  Wal-Mart  said 
that  "we  think  that  the  links  that  NIMSAT 
will  help  us  create  between  the  public 
sc(  tor,  the  piivate  sec  tor,  and  the  academic 
(omnuinity  arc  going  to  open  uj)  a  lot  of 
new  doois  foi  us,  that  the  research  and  the 
(ompiitiiig  power  that  NIM.SA'F  will  biing 
will  li(  l|)  solve  some  of  those-  problems 
iliiii  have  vexed  emergency  managers  over 
time!' 


Speaking  to  a  crowd  in  the 
darkenecl  LITE  Center  theater 
named  for  former  Governor  Blanco, 
Dr.  Ramesh  Kolluru  explained  that 
while  Louisiana  was  number  20  on 
the  Homeland  Security  pecking 
order  of  cash  according  to  risk,  when 
the  NIMSAT  team  added  factors 
for  natural  disasters  by  studying  a 
different  database,  Louisiana  shot  up 
to  number  two.    After  making  a  quiet 
but  noticeable  entrance.  Sen.  Landrieu 
arrived  late  due  a  flat  airplane  tire  with 
what  ajjpeared  to  be  an  entourage. 
To  the  tune  of  subsequent  applause 
she  made  her  intentions  regarding 
NIMSAT  very  clear.  "Yoi/ve  got  my  full 
commitment.  Although  we  do  get  beat 
up  every  now  and  then  for  earmarks 
that  we  send  bac  k  to  the  state,  I  want 
to  say  here  and  now  I  am  very  proud 
of  the  earmark  that  I  will  send  to  this 
(enter!' 


Campus  Ministries 


College  can  be  incredibly 
emotionally  stressful  for  many 
students.  Often,  students  turn 
to  faith  and  religion  to  help 
support  them  in  their  times 
of  frustration.  Several  campus 
ministries  help  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafavette's  students 
to  connect  with  others  of  similar 
faith  and  to  find  solace  in  their 
transitional  times. 

The  VV'estley  is  one  of 
the  most  friendly  and  open 
of  campus  ministries.  The 
building  is  on  University  Drive, 
a(  ross  from  Martin  Hall.  A 
common  sight  on  Mondays  and 
\\cdii(  sda\s  is  a  trail  of  people 
talking  to  the  niinistr\  for  free 
luiu  h  and  Bible  study.  7  he 
students  from  the  Westley  have 
a\s<)  organized  sevei  al  I  t  ips  to 
New  Oi  lcans  to  hclj>  renovate 
houses  devastated  by  Hurricane 
Kali  ina. 


The  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  Ascension  works  to 
support  the  Canterbury 
House,  one  alternative  for 
faith-searching  university 
students.  The  Canterbury 
House  forms  a  quiet  faith 
community,  offering  evening 
services  and  a  church  youth 
group  for  a  community. 

The  Baptist  Collegian 
Ministry  (BCM)  provides  a 
more  exuberant  approach, 
pe  r f b  r m  i  n  g  mission  ar y 
work  from  New  Orleans 
to  Virginia.  They,  like  the 
Westley,  provide  a  weekly 
free  lunch,  feeding  students 
with  home-cooked  meals  and 
Bible  studies. 

Campus  Ouli  eac  h, 
otherwise  known  as  Imjjact,  is 
a  smaller  non-denominational 
group  I  hat  rea(  lies  out  to 
sliidents  on  (  am|)us.  I  lieii 
inceliiigs  arc  on  Tuesday 
evenings  in  I  he  Sludenl 
U'nion. 


The  Newman 
Catholic  Center,  located 
across  the  street  from 
Angelle  Hall  on  St.  Mary, 
provides  a  center  for  the 
large  Catholic  community 
of  UL  Lafayette.  They 
provide  classes  to  acquaint 
people  with  the  ideas  of 
Catholicism,  as  well  as 
offering  the  Kurzweg  Cafe 
for  coffee  and  religious 
discussions. 

Finally,  Chi  Alpha 
provides  the  largest 
religious  community  on 
campus  for  many  students 
to  enjoy.  The  group  of  fers 
reasonably  priced  food  to 
students  in  the  form  of  Roly 
Poly  Sandwiches,  Starbu(  ks, 
and  American  Meat 
Pie  locations.  Through 
provisions  of  concerts 
and  spac  e,  they  also  offer 
sliidents  a  valuable  sense  of 
c  oinmiMiily. 


the 

spiritual 
decision 


Above  Left:  A  students 
from  the  Newman 
further  tiieir  knowledge 
of  tlieir  ri(  h  faitli. 


Al)o\e  Right:  Along 
with  the  great  ministv 
inan\  of  thi'  centers 
serve  food  <iiui  drinks. 


i.i  lt:  A  MKiuher  from 
C'-hi  Alpha  talks  on  the 
|)h()ne. 


'^'^.{M^cM.  Life 


"College  is  a  leveling  gi  ound.  There  are 
no  more  lunch  tables!"  exclaimed  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  LafayetteS  Laura  Hill. 

There  are  many  classic  overachievers 
that  join  clubs  and  play  sports  just  for  fun.  Some 
o\  erachieve  in  school  just  to  fill  space  on  a  resume. 
But  22  yeai'  old  Laura  Hill  tries  to  keep  all  of  her 
activities  in  perspective. 

Hill  is  a  Modern  Languages  major  with  a 
concentration  in  French  and  Francophone  studies. 
She  is  in  man)'  organizations  such  as  Phi  Beta  Delta 
(International  Society),  Blue  Key,  and  was  the 
French  Club  president  for  2  years.  Hill  is  also  the 
chainvoman  of  the  Honors  Society,  tackling  tasks 
such  as  planning  events  for  students,  working  with 
the  constitution  of  honors,  and  talking  to  professors 
about  honors  courses. 

"Fm  really  big  on  breast  cancer  awareness" 
said  Hill.  Hill,  in  her  spare  time,  does  charity  work 
for  one  of  the  many  breast  cancer  foundatiore  run 
by  Susan  G.  Komen 


On  first  impression.  Hills  bubbly  personality 
and  bright  eyes  can  light  up  a  room.  Her  whole 
heaited  smile  left  no  sign  that  she  had  recently  had 
emergency  surgery. 

Born  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan  and  raised 
in  Monroe,  Louisiana  with  a  younger  brother  and 
an  older  sister.  Hill  looks  up  to  her  whole  family.  "I 
always  go  to  my  dad  for  sound  advice,  and  I  always 
respected  my  mom  for  being  able  to  mold  into  any 
situation!'  stated  Hill.  Her  dad  is  a  scientist  and  her 
mom  owns  her  own  business.  "I  practically  grew  up 
in  my  dads  lab"  said  Hill. 

After  Hill  graduates  in  Spring  '08,  she  plans 
to  go  into  international  law.  She  wants  to  do  policy 
work  and  international  relations.  "I  want  use  the 
French  that  I  know  to  work  in  Francophone  areas, 
like  the  Caribbean  and  Africa"  said  Hill. 

"I  try  not  to  dwell  on  the  differences  of 
people','  said  Hill.  "We're  all  humans.  And  that 
sounds  so  hippy... but  its  true!" 


Graduate  students  often  feel  the  pressure 
of  balancing  school  and  work,  trying  to  stay 
centered  through  the  wearing  process  of  intensive, 
focused  study.  Sometimes,  students  find  it  helpful 
to  turn  to  organizations  within  their  graduate 
program  for  both  advice  and  support  from  their 
peers  in  a  similar  situation.  Brad  Baker,  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  graduate,  found  that 
he  served  well  as  one  of  the  members  of  such  an 
organization. 

Baker,  who  grew  up  in  Lafayette,  originally 
went  to  UL  Lafayette  for  his  baccalaureate  degree 
in  marketing.  He  then  went  on  to  work  on  his 
MBA,  graduating  in  December  of  2007. 

Baker  was  originally  from  Lafayette,  LA, 
and  graduated  from  Lafayette  High  School.  He 
stayed  in  Lafayette  for  college  in  order  to  stay 
close  to  his  family.  His  parents  own  a  bed  and 
breakfast  in  Breaux  Bridge,  and  his  brother 
attends  UL  Lafayette. 

While  attending  UL  Lafayette,  he  became 
involved  in  the  MBA  Association,  eventually 
winning  the  presidential  election  for  the 


organization.  "It  was  a  good  way  to  get  involved 
in  graduate  school,  especially  business  school','  said 
Baker. 

The  MBAA  organized  football  tailgatinor, 
family  fun  day,  and  business  socials,  as  well 
as  giving  graduate  students  in  the  business 
department  a  chance  to  connect  with  each 
other.  "It  was  challenging  to  run  a  graduate 
organization r  said  Baker,  "but  rewarding!' 

When  asked  to  give  advice  to 
undergraduate  students,  at  UL  Lafayette,  Baker 
suggested  starting  early  and  remaining  active  to 
build  a  resume.  "Get  some  experience,  possibh 
work  experience,  before  doing  to  graduate  school'," 
said  Baker. 

"Theres  a  \ev\  high  value  in  ^ 
education,  but  \()u  don't  neccssarih  have  to  go  to 
grad  school','  he  continued.  "Don't  wait  too  long  to 
look  for  Jobs." 


In  April  2008,  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette's  percussion  ensemble  productions  held  its 
annual  Big  Bang,  which  featured  an  array  of  music 
styles  from  all  over  the  globe. 

Those  in  attendance  experienced  two  splendid 
hours  of  musical  creations  and  styles  from  Brazil  to 
Africa.  This  yeark  percussion  ensemble  productions 
included  Caribbean  steel  drums,  Brazilian  samba 
band,  Afro-Cuban,  Marimba  ensembles,  Indonesian 
gamelan,  Japanese  taiko,  and  African  drum  and 
dance,  just  to  name  a  few. 

Troy  Breaux,  the  director  of  percussion 
studies  at  UL  Lafayette,  led  the  group  of  talented 
musicians,  who  captivated  the  audience  from  start 
to  finish. 

This  year's  special  guests  included  Luis  Benetti 
and  Lisa  Pegher.  Benetti  specializes  in  many 
different  types  of  music,  including  Afro-Carribbean 
and  Latin  Jazz.  Pegher,  a  percussionist  who  has 
received  various  awards  for  her  work  in  renowned 
orchestras  and  symphony  groups  around  the 
country,  was  on  stage  for  a  wonderful  performance 
during  the  first  half  of  the  show.  Both  entered  and 
left  the  stage  to  roaring  rounds  of  applause. 

Through  their  unique  variations  of  music, 
the  percussion  ensemble  took  the  audience  to 
carnival  in  Rio,  Japan  and  Africa  with  a  range  of 
instruments  from  around  the  world. 

At  one  point  during  the  show  the  audience 
participated  in  a  conga  line  as  the  Afro-Caribbean 
percussion  ensemble  and  Luis  Benetti  played  a 
song  entitled  "Poutpurri  de  Congas"  that  had  the 
audience  on  their  feet  and  some  dancing  on.stage  to 
the  upbeat  tune. 

This  wonderful  prodiution,  sponsf)red  and 
presented  by  the  university's  school  of  music, 
was  a  great  success.  The  super-talented  musicians 
undoubtedly  worked  long  and  hard  to  produce 
su(  h  A  splciidirl  show.  There  was  no  doubt  the 
talent  onstage  gave  the  pa(  ked  audience  a  show 
that  they  would  not  soon  forget. 
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International  Wee 


celebrating  international  culture 


Above  and  Right: 
Students  participate  in 
Entertainment  Night 


"International  Week  is  a  blend;  it^  a 
mixture  of  beautiful  cultures  around  the 
world','  explained  Dennis  Vallejo,  a  risk 
management  major.  "It§  a  chance  for  us 
to  gather  and  realize  how  precious  our 
nationalities  are!' 

From  March  3  to  March  8,  students 
all  over  the  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette's  campus  celebrating  diversity 
among  their  fellow  students.  Monday, 
March  3,  held  the  Kick-Off  Party  on 
the  Student  Union  porch,  and  the  Miss 
International  Pageant  was  held  in  the 
Student  Union  ballroom  later  that  night. 

"Miss  International  2008  was  the  best 
in  two  years','  said  Kate  Orgah,  a  junior 
Business  Management  major.  "Mexico 
was  great.  And,  of  course,  Nigeria  was 
great  as  well!' 


Left:  Iiilci national 
Week  celebrates  the 
different  nationalities 
represented  at  UL 


On  Tuesday,  International  Awareness 
Tables  were  set  up  in  the  Child 
Development  Center  for  nearly  two 
hours,  educating  students  about  other 
countries  and  cultures.  Later  that  night, 
Phi  Beta  Dekta  and  the  OIA  sponsored 
Madege  Dufort^  presentation  entitled 
"Exploring  Issues  of  Identity  Sc  Diversity 
in  Contemporary  French  Antilles 
(Martinique  8c  Guadalupe)"  in  Moody 
Hall. 

Students  enjoyed  Entertainment  Night 
on  Wednesday  in  the  ballroom.  Belly 
dancer  Bronwyn  Frederick,  a  freshman 
who  performed  on  March  5,  said, 
"Entertainment  night  was  the  highlight 
of  International  Week  for  me.  There 
was  nothing  like  getting  to  perform  with 
different  nationalities  who  worked  hard 
to  put  on  a  great  show.  I  really  enjoyed 
doing  this  and  will  never  forget  it!' 


I 


Above:  Students 
participate  in  the 
Internationiai  Week 
Fashion  Show 


International  Movie  Night  was  Thin  sday, 
March  6,  in  the  Noisy  Lounge  of  Judice- 
Rickles  Hall.  The  week  of  celebration  came 
to  a  close  Saturday  night  in  the  ballroom 
with  the  International  Dinner  and  Ball, 
hosted  by  DJ  Tonic  and  Byron. 

"I  think  that  next  year  it  should  become 
even  larger  and  try  to  attract  more  American 
students'."  explained  Naaser  .-Mdeen  Sawaf. 
a  f  reshman  majoring  in  architect  m  e.  "This 
could  help  break  the  stereotypes  against  an\ 
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The  University  of  Louisiana- 
Lafayette  student  body  sadly  lost  of 
one  of  its  very  own  in  Jan.  2008: 
Keosha  Spikes. 

Spikes,  a  senior  business 
management  major,  was  set  to 
graduate  in  spring  2008.  She  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Theta 
Xi  Chapter  of  Delta  Sigma  Theta 
Sorority,  Inc..  Her  nickname  from 
her  sorority  sisters  was  "Prophec^, 
a  name  that  summed  up  the  loving 
attitude,  sisterhood,  and  leadership  she 
displayed  among  them. 

Besides  her  active  mcnibcrshi|>  in 
Delta  Sigma  Theta,  Spikes  was  also  an 
officer  on  the  National  Pan-Hellenic 
Counc  il  (NPH(>)  and  she  had  also  been 


a.  member  of  the  UL  Ragin'  Peppers 
and  Student  Orientation  Staff  while 
attending  UL. 

"I  knew  Keosha  best  as  a  leader  in 
her  sorority  and  as  an  NPHC  officer^ 
said  Patricia  Cottonham,  associate 
dean  of  students  and  director  of  Greek 
Affairs  at  UL.  "She  was  very  hard 
working  and  she  always  had  a  smile  on 
her  face!' 

A  candlelight  vigil  was  held  for 
Spikes  on  Jan.  31,  2008,  where  her 
sorority  sisters,  supporters,  friends 
and  classmates  gathered  to  remember 
and  celebrate  Spikes'  life.  Following 
the  vigil,  a  memorial  for  Spikes  was 
featured  during  the  2008  Black 
History  (lelebration. 


"We  loved  Keosha  more  than 
anyone  could  ever  possibly  love  one 
person','  said  Delta  Sigma  Theta 
president  April  Flugence.  "She  was  our 
sister,  and  I  loved  her  like  a  sister!' 

Spikes'  cousin  Monica  Jones  said, 
"Her  name  meant  klive,  one  who 
lives!and  that  she  did.  She  lived,  she 
loved,  and  she  loved  hard!' 

Those  who  knew  and  loved  Spikes 
says  it  was  her  smile  that  warmed  their 
hearts  and  had  the  power  to  light  up 
a  room.  For  that  one  reason  among 
many,  those  who  have  mourned  her 
death  will  never  forget  her. 

"Keosha  Spikes  was  the  best  thing 
that  ever  happened  to  me^  said 
Brandon  Lewis,  president  of  ULi 
NPHC.  "She  was  the  quintessential 
African-American  woman.  She  loved 
her  church,  she  loved  her  sorority. 
She  carried  herself  with  dignity.  We  all 
have  learned  something  from  Keosha 
Michelle  Spikes!' 


FESTiVALINTERNATIONAL 


cultures 
united 


Every  spring  during  the 
last  weekend  of  April,  thousands 
are  drawn  to  Laf  ayette,  Louisiana, 
for  the  creative  explosion  that 
takes  over  the  downtown  area 
known  as  Festival  International 
de  Louisiane.  The  internationally 
renowned  music  festival  is  a 
colorful  mash  of  colors  and 
personalities.  In  recent  years,  the 
estimated  attendance  has  been 
over  300,000;  this  year's  festival 
was  the  biggest  so  far. 

According  to  the 
official  website  (http://www. 
festivalinternational.com/site. 
php),  "Festival  International  de 
Louisiane  is  a  community-based, 
non-profit  arts  organization 
formed  in  1986  to  produce  an 
annual  visual  and  performing 
arts    festival    celebrating  the 


French  cultural  heritage 
of  southern  Louisiana  - 
primarily  a  combination  of 
French,  African,  Caribbean 
and  Hispanic  influences.  " 

The  2008  Festival 
International  was  held  from 
April  23-28,  closing  off  most 
of  downtown  Lafayette. 
Usually,  Louisiana  weather 
seems  to  greet  its  international 
visitors  with  a  special  heat 
wave  right  before  the  festival. 
However,  the  weather  at  the 
2008  festival  stayed  cloudy, 
breezy,  and  comfortably 
cool  from  Wcdncsdav  to 
Sunday.  It  set  tlic  casual, 
comfortable  atmosphere  for 
walking  the  blocks  of  aitists, 
vendoi  s,  musicians,  and  (cllow 
festivalgoers. 


Several  blocks  were 
specifically  dedicated  for  vendors 
to  set  up  booths;  called  Marche 
du  Monde,  this  market  area 
is  reminiscent  of  the  open-air 
fruit  market  of  the  New  Orleans 
Fiench  Quarter,  \endors  sell 
everything  from  jewelry  and 
hair  cYips  to  art  to  swings  and 
hammocks.  The  hanuuock 
booths  were  consistently  full  of 
(hildrcn  and  teenagers  tr\ing 
out  the  mere  handise,  relaxing  in 
the  comfortable  swinging  chairs. 

Hungry  attendees  could 
look  lo  the  food  booths  scattered 
around  the  festival.  Restaurants 
aroiMul  the  area  ])r()vided  a 
\ariet\  of  food  for  those  willing 
to  pa)  the  |)rice.  As  with  most 
lesti\'als,  especialh  those  without 
an   entrance    lee,    lood  jjiices 


f^uc^eyii  Life- 


were  astronomical;  yet  there  was  also  a 
fascinating  unicjueness  to  the  idea  that 
a  box  of  hummus  and  pita  bread  could 
be  purchased  next  to  a  bowl  of  crawfish 
etouffee  for  approximately  the  same 
price. 

Festival  International  also 
provided  an  excellent  place  for  parents 
to  bring  their  children.  There  were 
several  educational  programs  held 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  specifically 
designed  for  elementary  school  aged 
children.  These  workshops  taught 
al)out  the  cultures,  languages,  and 
people  of  the  countries  participating  in 
Festival  International. 

University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette,  as  always,  contributed  in 
many  ways  to  Festival  International 
de  Louisiane.  UL  Lafayette  .students 
comprised  many  of  the  over  1  ,,5()() 
volunteers  that  help  to  keep  the  festival 
free.  University  stuflcnts  also  worked 
to  provide  sonic  ol  the  entertainment 
thtoiighout  the  weekend.  UL  Lafayette's 
Datuc  dcjjai  tment  pet  formed  several 
times  tlu(nigliout  the  weekend;  the  UL 


Lafayette  Percussion  group  performed 
on  Saturday.  Also  moving  throughout 
the  festival  was  the  UL  Lafayette 
Juggling  Team. 

The  biggest  draw  of  Festival 
International  de  Louisane,  however, 
is  the  music.  The  2008  festival  drew 
in  huge  crowds  with  their  many  and 
varied  musical  guests.  One  of  the  most 
talked  about  performances  was  the 
Thursday  night  performance  of  the 
Blind  Boys  of  Alabama,  featuring  the 
talents  of  the  Preservation  Hall  Jazz 
Band  Horns.  The  Blind  Boys  took  the 
stage  late  in  the  evening  and  proceeded 
to  cast  a  spell  over  the  audience, 
powerful  spirituals  and  upbeat  gospel 
music  causing  everyone  from  older 
listeners,  small  children,  and  everyone 
in  between  to  dance  joyously  in  the 
(fowd.  Theii  performance  culminated 
in  a  spine-tingling  jx'jfbimance  of 
the  (lassie  hymn  "Ama/.ing  Grace" 
performed  to  the  guitar  riffs  of  the 
( lassi(  ballad  "I  louse  of  the  Rising  Sun" 
while  a  cool  night  breeze  cooled  off  an 
exc  ited  audience. 


Another  set  of  musical 
performers  not  to  be  missed  were  the 
March  Fourth  Marching  Band.  They 
appeared  to  be  the  least  conventional 
marching  band  in  existence,  their 
members  dressed  in  mismatched  outfits 
of  black,  red,  and  pink;  their  playing 
was  sharp  and  their  sound  unique.  The 
band  leader,  a  small,  energetic  man 
with  a  xylophone  on  a  pushcart,  would 
often  beckon  audience  members  to 
join  them  by  dancing  next  to  the  band. 
Three  stilt  walkers  accompanied  them 
and  threw  plastic  Mardi  Gras  beads  to 
their  favorite  audience  members. 

Festival  International  de 
Louisiane  is  always  a  festive,  energetic 
occasion;  the  2008  festival  was  no 
different.  Every  year,  the  festival  brings 
a  uni(|uely  festive  air  to  the  downtown 
area,  crossing  international  boundaries 
to  celebrate  the  common  languages  of 
music,  creativity,  and  joy. 


□ 


□ 


The  weekend  of  April  26, 
2008,  a  special  group  of  former 
students  fiad  the  opportunity  to 
see  something  they  themselves 
had  a  hand  in  creating.  Under 
tfie  guidance  of  Dean  Edward 
Pratt  and  staff  ,  former  Student 
Ciovernment  Association  presi- 
dents visited  the  campus  for  a 
reunion. 

The  reunion  started  fol- 
lowing a  dedication  baseball 
game,  where  memlx-rs  of  the 
University  of  Louisiana  al  Lafay- 
ette baseball  team  doiiiicd  former 
L'L  uniforms  elating  back  ovei 
fifty  years. 

The  groujj  was  then  es( orled  to 


campus  where  they  were  able 
to  tour  the  campus.  The  older 
president  in  attendance  held 
office  during  the  1940s.  Many 
hadn't  been  back  in  a  number 
of  years,  some  even  since  their 
graduation  from  school.  New 
buildings,  such  as  the  computer 
science  building,  B.L  Moody, 
and  plans  for  the  upcoming 
student  union  were  shown  off 
proudly.  A  stroll  around  the 
swamp  was  also  taken. 

Dinner  followed  the  tour, 
allowing  a  time  of  remini.scing 
amongst  the  new  and  old  j)resi- 
dents.  Many  were  talking  about 
the  rai.ses  in  tuition  they  jxissed. 


A  newspaper  filled  with  facts 
about  prior  campus  law  was 
completed  by  The  Vermilion  staff 
was  handed  out.  One  fact  talked 
about  a  ten  cent  tuition  raise  that 
shocked  the  student  body. 

The  final  stop  of  the 
evening  was  between  the  brand 
new  UL  parking  garage  and  art 
museum.  As  the  former  presi- 
dents read  and  talked  about  prior 
events,  the  music  from  Festival 
International  could  be  hard 
whisking  over  the  campus.  The 
party  departed  pleased  for  work 
they  had  accomplished  many 
de(  ades  before.  Plans  for  another 
reunion  are  already  in  tlie  works. 


SGA  President's  Reunion 


In  2008,  ULLafayette  students  put  their 
bathing  suits  and  beach  towels  on  ice  for 
spring  break,  taking  part  in  X-treme  Spring 
Break,  a  student  volunteering  event. 

Students  from  UL,  McNeese, 
NichoUs,  and  other  Louisiana  universities 
broke  out  the  hammers,  nails  and 
measuring  tape  to  work  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  an  organization  that  has  been 
dedicated  to  helping  families  affected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  rebuild  their 
lives,  one  brick  at  a  time. 

The  76  students  that  volunteered 
for  the  event  worked  in  Vermillion  Parish, 
an  area  just  outside  of  Lafayette.  Hurricane 
Rita  ripped  through  Vermillion  Parish  in 
2005,  destroying  the  homes  of  countless 
families. 

The  students  worked  on  an  empty 
patch  of  land,  where  Habitat  for  Humanity 
land  developers  plan  to  build  homes  for 
those  affected  by  Rita,  which  immediately 
followed  Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005. 

Their  assignment:  building  10 
sheds  from  the  ground  up.  From  Monday 
to  Friday,  students  worked  in  groups, 
determined  to  get  their  sheds  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  Adrenaline  kept 


students  going  through  intense  winds  and 
heat  during  their  week  of  volunteering, 
but  most  of  all  they  were  pushed  by 
knowing  that  that  one  shed  will  make 
a  whole  lot  of  difference  for  an  entire 
family  one  day  soon. 

Candace  Urbanowski,  president 
of  the  Student  Government  Association, 
governed  plans  for  a  work-filled  and  fun- 
filled  week  of  volunteering.  Besides  being 
on-site  for  eight  hours  a  day,  students  took 
part  in  volleyball  tournaments,  games, 
movie  nights,  pool-side  barbecues  and 
service  learning  sessions  as  Bourgeious 
Hall,  where  many  students  who 
participated  resided  for  the  week. 

Each  day,  students  came  to  work, 
more  eager  than  they  were  the  day 
before.  The  week  was  a  great  success,  and 
the  accomplishments  of  those  a  part  of  it 
will  be  felt  for  years  to  come  by  families 
who  will  one  day  have  homes  on  that  once 
empty  patch  of  land.  The  thrill  of  such 
a  wonderful  week  of  volunteering  was 
immeasurable  for  the  participants  and 
even  greater  for  those  fighting  to  rebuild 
Louisiana. 


Idont 


Theft 


accident 
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Sept.  19,  2007,  college  students 
statewide  received  news  that  could 
potentially  affect  them  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  Any  students  who  applied  for  financial 
aid  in  Louisiana  (FAFSA),  received  TOPS 
or  had  a  Louisiana  College  Savings  Account 
(START  saving  program)  were  shocked  to 
discover  that  their  personal  information  was 
lost  and  could  potentially  be  accessed. 

The  data  was  lost  on  the  morning  of 
Sept.  19,  when  a  driver  for  Iron  Mountain 
Incorporated  was  transferring  the  data  to  a 


storage  facility.  Iron  Mountain  Incorporated 
is  Louisianas  data  storage  contractor.  By 
Sept.  20,  Iron  Mountain  informed  the 
Louisiana  Office  of  Student  Financial 
Assistance  (LOSFA)  that  the  data  had  been 
lost  during  the  transfer. 

The  missing  data  includes  students' 
names,  date  of  birth,  and  social  security 
numbers.  The  Louisiana  attorney  general 
and  state  police  are  investigating  the 
incident,  which  could  possibly  lead  to 
numerous  cases  of  identity  theft.  However,  it 
has  been  learned  that  accessing  the  backup 
data  that  was  lost  will  require  advanced 
computer  skills.  There  still  is  some  risk  for 
students,  though. 

LOSFA  set  up  a  special  website  which 
allowed  students  who  were  likely  affected  by 
the  data  breach  to  confirm  whether  or  not 
their  information  was  included  in  the  lost  data. 


Right:  Losing  personal 
iniformation  can  have 
long  term  effects 

Like  other  universities  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  the  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette  took  special  precautions  to  make  sure 
students  were  fully  informed  and  knew  who 
to  contact  if  they  had  questions  or  concerns 
about  the  data  breach.  Students  who  contacted 
the  university  with  concerns  were  given  special 
information  about  placing  fraud  alerts  on  their 
credit  reports.  Special  identity  theft  programs 
were  also  handling  cases  of  those  affected  by 
the  data  breach. 


For  years,  applying  for  financial  aid 
seemed  like  a  worry  free  task,  but  after  the 
startling  data  breach  incident,  students  were 
on  edge.  If  the  data  was  accessed  by  the 
unscrupulous,  it  could  end  in  a  life-changing 
nightmare  for  countless  students. 

Students  statewide  were  hoping  that  a 
potential  nightmare  does  not  become  a  reality. 
However,  with  reassuring  efforts  by  the  state 
of  Louisiana  and  UL  Lafayette  administration, 
uneasy  students  relaxed  for  the  moment,  but 
hope  that  the  lost  data  will  eventualh'  be  found. 


HIP 


Politics  in  Louisiana 
are  usually  a  rapid  horse 
race  consisting  of  money, 
campaigning,  and  corrupt 
politicking.  Throughout 
Louisiana  history,  bribery 
and  deceit  has  taken  hold  of 
Louisiana  politics,  turning  them 
into  an  unpleasant  joke.  However,  in  2007 
some  local  politicians  set  out  to  change  the 
ethics  around  the  state.  Optimistic  students 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  this  change. 

The  District  47  race,  which 
included  Cameron  and  Vermilion 
Parishes,  was  a  heated  one.  Johnathan 
Perry,  34,  and  the  only  Republican  in 
the  race,  was  running  for  the  State  Rep. 
seat.  His  campaign  manager  was  Jenna 


Stelly,  a  public  relations  major 
at  the  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette  whose  heart  was  devoted 
to  seeing  change  in  Louisiana. 
Perry  ran  his  campaign  on  family 
based  ideas,  change,  and  working 
to  prevent  coastal  erosion. 

Eighty-five  percent  of  the 
constituents  from  District  47  were  registered 
as  Democrats.  Still,  Perry  won  the  race  by  an 
exceptional  margin. 

"He  was  a  moral,  honest  and  fresh 
person.  People  saw  this.  He's  just  a  genuine 
person  and  people  knew  that  that  was  what 
they  were  going  to  getT  said  Stelly. 

"Johnathan  identified  with  the  people!' 

Stelly,  a  senior  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette,  became  involved  in 
politics  during  her  sophomore  year  of  high 
school.  "If  Johnathan  wasn't  the  type  of 
person  he  was,  I  wouldn't  have  gotten  that 
experience','  said  Stelly. 

"During  the  campaign,  there  was 
nothing  he  wouldn't  let  me  do!' 

Perr)^  appeal  to  the  people  showed 
itself  in  numbers.  His  campaign  raised  over 
$80,000.  "People  just  don't  throw  their 
money  around  for  someone  they  don't  feel  is 
worthy  for  the  position','  said  Stelly. 

"People  really  believed  in  him!' 

As  for  Jenna  Stelly  and  her 
campaigning  days,  the  bubbly  22  year  old 
would  love  to  work  on  more. 

"I  was  lucky.  Our  campaign  was  really 
clean','  said  Stelly. 

"There  was  nothing  negative  or 
( iillhioat  about  it.  But  I  do  know  that  stuff 
like  that  exists  in  politics!' 


Lave 


Just  as  some  women  face  employment 
difficulty  in  certain  fields,  so  do  some  men. 

At  orientation  in  fall  2005,  the  freshmen 
were  asked  to  share  something,  and  the  rest  of 
^^^^^     the  group  would  guess  if  it  was  true 
^^^^H     or  false.  "My  names  Kyle  Lavergne, 
^^^^M     and  I'm  the  first  lead  male  dancer 

on  the  Ragin  Jazz  dance  team!' 
2  9h     The  group  received  the  news  with 
H  HT  '  hesitation. 

When  others  found  out,  some 
responded,  "We  weren't  really  sure 
what  it  would  be  like  to  have  a  guy 
on  the  dance  team!' 

Lavergne  planned  to  graduate 
in  2009  in  with  his  baccalaureate 
degree  in  advertising  and  minor 
in  English.  "I  may  do  the  Disney 
college  program  and  graduate  in 
spring  2010!' 

"For  the  longest  time,  I  was  just 
getting  a  degree  so  that  I'm  not  a 
dumb  dancer!'  Usually,  he  explained, 
people  get  dancing  degrees  in  order 
to  open  up  their  own  studio.  "But  I 
don't  want  to  do  that.  I  want  to  dance!' 

Since  he  was  about  four  years  old, 
Lavergne  had  wanted  to  dance.  To  be  in  jazz 
at  that  age,  he  would  have  had  to  be  in  ballet. 
However,  in  sixth  grade,  he  learned  that  the 
mother  of  a  fellow  tumbler  owned  her  own 
studio.  "And  thatk  just  how  I  got  started." 

And  he  hasn't  stopped  since.  Lavergne 
is  now  in  his  third  year  on  the  dance  team.  "I 
made  history  before  I  even  started  college','  he 
explained.  Try-outs  for  the  team  were  held 
prior  to  the  start  of  new  school  year.  While  still 
in  high  school,  Lavergne  had  already  become 
the  first  -  and  three  years  later,  still  the  only 
-  male  on  the  Ragin'  Jazz  dance  team. 

Though  Lavergne  didn't  really  live  by  a 
motto  of  sorts,  he  did  advise  his  teammates  to 
stay  positive  in  small  comments  and  witticisms. 
"I  just  come  up  with  random  little  things  that 
keep  people  positive  and  make  people  happy!' 
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\  ^RKING  PROBLEMS 

stop  ticketing  my  car! 

OH.V 


Parking  is  quite  a  problem  on 
University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayettes  campus. 
Emily  Bernard,  a  senior  political  science 
student,  summed  up  her  opinion  of  the 
parking  issue:  "Two  words:  it  sucks!' 

Some  local  residents  have  taken 
advantage  of  their  location,  offering  their 
yard  as  parking  spots  to  interested  students. 
Dave  Langlinais,  English-Anthropologist 
double-major,  paid  a  couple  $150  a  semester 
to  park  in  their  lawn,  which  was  immediately 
next  to  campus.  "Its  impossible  to  not  pay 
for  parking  without  getting  six  or  seven 
tickets!' 

Though  Langlinais  was  not  pleased 
with  UI5  ticking  and  towing  policies,  some 
students  supported  it.  Graduate  student 
Danielle  St.  Julien  lived  on  campus,  and 
though  people  sometimes  illegal  parked  in 
the  spots  reserved  for  these  students,  she  had 
no  complaints.  "Parking  and  Transit  does  a 


really  good  job  of  tow-awa)^' 

However,  the  school  officials  were 
not  ignoring  the  problem.  Physical  Plant 
director  Bill  Christ  was  overseeing  the 
construction  of  a  new  parking  garage. 
The  construction  work  on  St.  Mary  began 
in  May  2007  and  was  completed  in  early 
2008.  John  Halbert,  general  studies  senior, 
appreciated  the  efforts.  "The  parking 
garage  is  a  great  idea.  It§  a  step  towards 
solving  the  problem!'  The  garage  was 
expected  to  be  active  at  the  start  of  the  Fall 
2008  semester. 

But  that  did  not  help  the  Fall  2007 
and  Spring  2008  students.  Rather,  it  was 
the  bussing  system  from  Cajun  Field  to  the 
Conference  Center  that  got  most  students  tc 
class.  But  even  that  was  of  marginal  help,  as 
the  bus  lines  were  often  overwhelming.  If 
students  were  not  in  line  sometimes  as  much 
as  forty-five  minutes  before  class,  they  were 
late.  Leah  Wolford,  junior  graphic  design 
major,  was  displeased  with  the  system. 
"My  tuition  doesn't  pay  for  me  to  be  late 
everyday,'  she  explained. 


UL  Pagent 


the 
beauty 
of 

students 


The  beauty  of  students  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette,  both  inside  and  out,  is  unques- 
tioned and  unparalleled.  Several  beautiful,  talented,  and 
involved  young  women  of  UL  Lafayette  competed  in  the 
spring  of  2008  for  the  pageant  title  of  Miss  University 
of  Louisiana  2008.  They  came  from  many  different 
locales  and  backgrounds,  all  with  a  common  thread  of 
grace  and  poise  to  try  their  hand  at  the  Miss  University 
of  Louisiana  pageant. 

The  ceremony  took  place  in  the  Student  Union 
Ballroom  on  the  evening  of  April  10,  2008.  The  mistress 
of  ceremonies  was  KATC  reporter  Kate  Mundy;  she  was 
assisted  by  the  2007  winner  of  the  title,  Natalie  Camel. 
The  two  led  the  nine  young  women  through  the  various 
aspects  of  the  competition,  including  swimsuit,  evening 
wear,  and  interview  portions  of  the  evening. 


The  beautiful  young  women  took  home 
a  variety  of  prizes  from  the  competition,  includ- 
ing, for  Miss  University  of  Louisiana,  a  chance  to 
compete  in  the  Miss  Louisiana  2008  pageant.  The 
judges  scored  the  young  ladies  on  their  pose,  ath- 
leticism, and  congeniality.  One  of  the  judges.  Miss 
Lacey  Lahay,  said  about  the  girls,  "I  was  impressed 
by  their  poise!' 

"They  all  were  incredibly  supportive  of  UL 
Lafayette!' 

Each  aspect  of  the  pageant  had  a  separate 
winner.  The  winner  of  the  evening  gown  and 
swimsuit  competitions  were  Marissa  Champagne 
of  New  Iberia,  Louisiana.  Voted  by  the  judges  to 
be  "Most  Photogenic"  was  Jamie  Reddy  of  Zach- 
ary,  Louisiana.  Miss  Congeniality  was  voted 
Brittany  Dubois  of  New  Iberia,  Louisiana. 

At  the  end  of  the  evening,  Marissa  Cham- 
pagne, a  twenty-one  year  old  junior,  was  crowned 
Miss  University  of  Louisiana.  In  regards  to  the 
experience  of  the  Miss  University  of  Louisiana 
pageant,  she  said,  "It  was  an  amazing  experience. 
It  still  hasn't  really  sunk  in  yet!" 


Above:  Miss  UL  2008 
Left:  Student 
competing  in  pagent 


Senior  Art  Show 


Paints  drips  slowly  off  of  delicate  brushes  and 
fingers.  Cameras  flash,  illuminating  a  final  scene 
of  every  day  life.  Mouse  buttons  click  and  drag  the 
last  box  into  place.  For  at  least  four  years,  each 
art  student  sets  up  camp  in  Fletcher  Hall  for  the 
endless  hours  of  hard  work  and  persistence.  At  the 
senior  art  show  held  each  semester,  graduating  se- 
niors in  the  department  of  visual  arts  get  to  profes- 
sionally present  their  work  for  all  of  Acadiana  and 
the  world  to  see. 


The  Paul  and  Lulu  Milliard  University  Art 
Museum  is  open  for  a  week  at  the  end  of  each 
semester  to  display  the  various  works  of  students. 
For  many  students,  it  is  the  first  time  their  work 
is  being  displayed  in  such  a  medium. 

For  each  student,  the  experience  is  something 
completely  different.  Some  students  are  placing 
their  works  up  in  a  museum  for  the  first  time, 
while  others  have  had  prior  experience.  The  art 
displayed  portrays  a  long  path  of  learning  and 
discipline.  One  thing  is  for  certain  though.  The 
semester  show  is  far  from  the  last  for  students 
graduating  from  the  Universit)'  of  Louisiana.  It  is 
only  one  of  many  more  to  come. 


©uidditch 


Sports  was  a  very  important  part  of 
the  college  life,  be  it  locally  or  nationally. 
However,  never  before  did  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette  see  a  sport  such  as  that 
^vhich  arose  towards  the  end  of  the  Spring 
2008  semester  -  Quidditch. 

J.  K.  Rowlings  Harry  Potter  book  series, 
which  was  also  made  into  a  movie  series, 
is  famous  among  both  young  and  adult 
readers.  And  the  wizards'  sports  game  in  the 
book  caught  the  attention  of  local  students. 
Composed  of  multiple  positions  and  balls, 
Quidditch  was  far  from  a  simple  game. 
Additionally,  there  was  the  obvious  adaptation 
of  playing  in  the  air  to  on  the  ground. 
However,  after  a  few  kinks  were  worked  out, 
the  game  was  quite  playable  and  incredibly 
enjoyable. 

Having  a  UL  Quidditch  team  was  first 
locally  proposed  by  Robert  Gatte,  who  got  the 
idea  from  talking  to  his  friend  Dustin  Harless,  a 
member  of  the  LSU  Quidditch  League.  After 
finding  out  more  about  the  game  from  Harless, 
Gatte  "sort  of  started  to  spread  the  word  over 
here  at  UL  that  I  was  trying  to  get  this  going!' 
Upon  catching  wind  of  the  plan,  other  students 
and  Rowling  fans  began  taking  charge  too  — 
such  as  Candace  Lejeaune,  Jenna  Smith,  Lewis 
Duhon,  and  Angi  Griddle,  all  of  whom  began 
posting  fiiers  around  campus. 

But  even  non-fans  could  participate.  Gatte, 
in  fact,  encouraged  that  people  embrace  the 
idea  of  "playing  a  sport  for  playing  a  sport,  not 
for  winning  but  to  have  fun!'  He  added,  "If 
it  ever  gets  to  a  point  that  someone  asks  me, 
'What  is  this  from,  anyway?'  even  though  they 
are  out  in  the  ^itch  with  the  rest  of  us,  I  will 
do  a  ba(  k  flip  of  jo)'!' 

The  UL  team,  however,  is  not  that  far  yet. 
As  of  the  end  of  the  start  of  summer  2008, 
the  QuiddiK  h  team  was  not  an  official  campus 
grouj).  "I  lo|K  f  iillv  that  will  change','  Ciattc  said, 
riic  jK)ssil>lc  slioi  t  tci  III  plans  were  to  creation 
ol  ail  intiainural  le  ague  at  UL,  with  the  college 
having  multiple  teams  of  its  own.  However, 
UL  difl  not  want  to  stop  tlictc.  L'poii  hearing 


an 


impossible 
sport 

tal<es  form 


that  Sarah  Catherine,  founder  of  the  LSU 
Quidditch  League,  hoped  to  set  up  a 
Louisiana  Quidditch  Cup,  UL  players  got 
excited. 

And  the  excitement  did  not  stop 
there.  Watching  a  game  was  intense.  In 
some  colleges  across  the  nation,  the  games 
got  as  rough  as  students  throwing  other 
students  off  of  them.  "It  helps  keep  up 
the  competitive  spirit  of  the  game','  Gatte 
expressed.  "I  think  that  if  you  attempted  to 
water  the  game  down,  it  would  take  away 
from  it!' 

But  why?  Why  are  so  many  students 
gathering  with  broomsticks  between  their 
legs  and  balls  richoceting  off  their  bodies? 
When  asked,  Gatte  first  quoted  Alex 
Benepe,  student  of  Middlebury  College  and 
author  of  The  Intercollegiate  Quidditch 
Rules  and  Guide  Book:  "Quidditch  is 
something  that  makes  people  undeniably 
happy.  The  childlike  freedom  that  comes 
with  playing  and  watching  it  is  something 
unprecedented.  All  to  often  in  life  sports 
are  taken  to  seriously  or  not  at  all,  instead 
replaced  by  sitting  indoors  and  playing  video 
games.  Quidditch  is  more  than  just  a  game; 
it  is  an  attempt  to  reclaim  the  fun  that  used 
to  accompany  sports!' 

Gatte  added,  "I  mean,  people  sit  in 
classrooms  all  day,  reading  about  random 
things  that  happened  1 00  years  ago,  boring 
formulas  that  were  discovered  by  boring 
men,  poems  that  have  little  to  nothing  to  do 
with  the  world  around  them  all  that  so  that 
they  can  have  a  better  f  uture  for  iheiii.selves 
and  whatnot  -  but  I  think  that  they  forget  to 
smile.  Quid(lit(  h  did  that.  All  it  took  was  a 
brooiiist  i(  k!' 


The  quidditch  team 
shows  off  the  new 
imaginative  sport. 


"What  is  'clear  speech'?"  asked  Ben 
Rutter,  a  Ph.D.  student,  studying  Com- 
municative Disorders  at  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette.  When  begin- 
ning his  dissertation,  Rutter  wanted  his 
studies  to  help  answer  that  question. 
He  focused  his  studies  on  dysarthria,  a 
motor  speech  disorder  that  may  occur 
from  neurological  injury.  He  hoped  that 
his  discoveries  would  improve  speech 
therapy. 

Though  Rutter  was  born  in 
Doncaster,  U.K.,  his  linguistic  education 
began  at  the  University  of  York  in  York- 
shire, the  center  of  the  area  in  which 
he  was  raised.  Almost  immediately  after 
graduating  in  Linguistics  with  a  focus  on 
Phonetics,  he  came  to  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  for  his  graduate  degree. 

However,  linguistics  was  not  his  only  passion.  "I  used  to  want  to  be  a  writer','  he  explained.  Many  different 
authors  and  styles  of  writing  influenced  him  greatly  as  a  child.  He  also  expressed  that  he  would  not  mind  one  day 
becoming  a  professor. 

When  not  focusing  on  schooling,  Ben  also  coaches  soccer  for  girls  ages  1 0  to  11.  "It's  good  fun"  he  said. 
When  he  first  moved  here,  he  may  have  also  been  found  "enjoying  the  local  night  life" 

Lafayette  was  not  only  his  first  experience  of  America,  but  also  of  the  entire  Western  Hemisphere.  Prior  to 
moving  to  America,  Rutter  had  already  travelled  across  most  of  Europe.  However,  he  has  now  visited  local  places 
such  as  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge,  as  well  as  traveling  out  to  Texas,  New  York,  and  California. 

He  may  stay  in  America 
once  he  finishes  here.  He  is  look- 
ing at  jobs  in  Pennsylvania,  Arizo- 
na, Connecticut,  or  North  Caro- 
lina. He  may  also  move  back  to  the 
U.K.. 

Rutter  explained  that  it  was 
important  for  him  to  be  "proactive 
rather  than  reactive"  in  all  areas  of 
his  life.  He  also  noted  that  doing  a 
small  favor  for  someone  now  could 
potentially  come  back  to  benefit 
you  six  months  later.  "You  get  out 
of  life  what  you  put  into  it','  he  con- 
cluded. 


f  0 


Carine  Dorcena 
is  a  tiny,  sweet  natured 
girl,  familiar  to  many 
students  that  reside  on 
campus  as  one  of  the 
desk  workers  that  seem 
to  be  on  duty  all  of  the 
time.  Her  accent  may 
seem  difficult  to  place, 
when  she  asks  for  a 
student's  identification 
to  check  them  into  a 
dorm;  that  is  because 
Dorcena  is  originally 
from  the  country  of 
Haiti. 

"My  mother 
knew  a  lady  at  the 
American  embassy  in 
Haiti','  said  Dorcena 
when  asked  about  her 

choice  to  come  to  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette.  "With  this  woman's  advice,  my  older 
sister  and  I  came  here  to  UL  Lafayette!' 

Dorcena  is  currently  working  on  her  bachelor's  degree  to  try  for  a  double  major  in  Chem- 
istry and  Chemical  Engineering.  "The  workload  is  heavy,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  specialize  in  both 
fields','  she  said. 

Being  here  has  taught  Dorcena  about  how  to  adapt  to  a  new  environment.  She  has  learned 
how  to  manage  her  time  and  handle  the  variety  of  responsibilities,  balancing  her  work  and  difficult 

classes  with  such  hobbies  as  reading  and  playing  the 
piano.  She  also  spends  a  great  deal  of  time  with  her 
friends,  citing  the  community  aspect  as  one  of  her 
favorite  parts  of  UL  Lafayette. 
"It's  amazing  how  I've  become  less  and  less  shyr  she 
said. 

When  asked  to  compare  Cajun  and  Haitian  cultures, 
Carine  found  them  remarkably  similar  "The  Cajun 
infatuation  with  the  French  language  and  the  attach- 
ment to  their  French  heritage  is  impressive.  I'm  glad 
to  see  that,  since  I  speak  French  and  Creole','  she 
said. 

Dorcena  had  this  advice  to  give  to  studnets:  "Do  ev- 
erything with  passion.  Even  if  you  are  going  through 
a  hardship,  with  your  studies  for  instance,  take  your 
time  to  do  iC 


Campus 


[^lean- 


students 

beautify 
campus 


As  campus  has  become  a  more  high 
traffic  area,  certain  amounts  of  pollution 
have  become  inevitable.  Pieces  of  gum,  old 
tests,  and  general  litter  started  to  run  wild 
over  the  sidewalks  and  landscapes  of  the 
expanding  campus.  One  group  of  students, 
however,  decided  to  take  matters  into  their 
own  hands. 

In  early  May,  a  group  of  dedicated 
students  banded  together  to  form  a  campus 
clean  up  committee.  On  their  own  time, 
each  of  these  students,  including  a  number 
of  SGA  members,  walks  the  streets  armed 
with  gloves  and  trash  bags  to  try  and  make  a 
difference. 

The  crew  worked  literally  all  day, 
scooping  up  stuff  that  many  just  left  to  rot. 
Not  only  were  they  making  campus  beauti- 
ful, they  were  also  helping  the  dedicated 
lawn  care  workers  that  strive  so  hard  to  keep 
things  clear. 


The  clean  up  was  obvious.  Come 
Monday  morning,  many  noticed  the  astound- 
ing difference.  The  sidewalks  were  free  of 
any  litter.  The  students  were  recognized  in 
The  Vermilion  for  their  efforts  and  plans  for 
another  clean  up  day  are  in  the  works  for 
next  semester. 

Other  students  have  also  taken  the 
initiative  to  start  cleaning  up  Girard  Park,  a 
local  haunt  for  students,  locals,  and  children. 
Similarly  to  the  campus  clean  ups,  students 
have  been  taking  one  Sunday  a  month  to 
help  Girard  Park  look  a  little  cleaner,  and 
leave  a  more  sanitary  environment  for  those 
to  enjoy. 

Over  upcoming  semesters,  students 
are  planning  to  extend  the  cleaning  to  La- 
fayette itself.  Some  are  hitting  the  road  on  bi- 
cycles to  pick  up  litter  along  the  street.  Other 
plans  to  keep  f  oe  using  heavily  on  campus 
area,  since  so  many  students  frequent  the 
area.  Whatever  the  case,  campus  clean  up  has 
become  a  new  passion  for  tliose  who  attend 
UL  Lafayette. 


student  Health  Services 


The  life  of  a  college  student  is  strenu- 
ous, busy,  and  unorganized.  With  three  jobs, 
five  tests  in  one  week,  and  the  sudden  urge  to 
go  on  an  alcohol  binge,  a  student's  health  can 
be  at  serious  risk  for  illness.  However,  after 
buying  books  for  school  and  paying  off  bills, 
while  trying  to  keep  one's  party  fund  glori- 
ously fat,  health  issues  are  often  pushed  to  the 
side. 

The  University  of  Louisiana  at  La- 
fayette can  offers  a  solution  to  the  ill  student 
with  the  Student  Health  Services  Center.  The 
center  operates  during  school  hours,  so  if  a 
student  has  a  break  between  classes,  appoint- 
ments can  be  scheduled.  The  Health  Services 
Center  at  UL  Lafayette  treats  minor  illness  and 
injuries.  However,  serious  illness  or  injury  may 
be  referred  to  a  specialist. 


on-campus 
healthcare 
for 

students 


The  Health  Services  Center  also  performs 
minor  surgeries  such  as  nail  removal,  wart  treat- 
ment or  removal,  mole  removal  and  abscess  or  cyst 
evacuation.  General  physicals  are  another  service 
provided. 

Many  students  take  advantage  of  the  im- 
munizations provided  such  as:  Tetanus,  Hepatitis 
A,  B  and  a  combination  of  the  two  (Twinrix),  Flu, 
and  Meningitis. 

For  the  ladies,  women's  health  is  a  service 
offered,  providing  evaluation  and  treatment  of 
female  related  problem  through  examination,  pap 
smears  and  breast  exams 

Prescriptions  at  the  Health  Services  Cen- 
ter are  prescribed  by  a  SHS  practitioner  and  may 
be  filled  at  the  small  in-house  pharmacy.  The 
prescriptions  are  affordable  and  convenient.  The 
practitioners'  prescriptions  may  be  filled  at  any 
pharmacy. 

"1  found  that  going  there  was  better  than 
going  to  a  regular  doctor,"  said  health  informa- 
tion management  major,  Shanna  Shinn,  23.  "The 
people  were  nice,  and  I  could  explain  things  easier. 
I  felt  very  comfortable." 


Graduation 


The  life  started  your  first 
day.  You  walked  nervously  through 
the  quad  for  the  first  time,  fidget- 
ing with  your  schedule  and  campus 
map  hoping  no  one  would  notice. 
You  sat  in  a  frigid  classroom  with 
sweat  rolling  down  your  back, 
scanning  the  room  for  people  you 
thought  looked  as  petrified  as  you 
felt. 

In  time,  you  became  ac- 
quainted. You  met  friends  who 
changed  you,  took  that  road  trip  you 
talked  about  in  high  school,  gained 
and  lost  weight,  drank  one  too 
many  Red  Bulls,  struggled  through 
those  classes  you  knew  you'd  never 
need  again,  and  lived  a  four  year  life 
that  you'll  never  forget. 

Before  you  know  it,  you're 
standing  at  the  back  of  the  book- 
store picking  up  your  cap  and  gown. 
You  look  at  it  mystified.  Where  did 
the  time  go?  You're  excited,  ner- 
vous, and  mystified. 


The  gown  is  thrown  in 
the  trunk  of  your  car  until  you 
grab  it  the  night  before  you 
walk.  You  sleep  fitfully,  and  then 
the  next  morning  you  pull  it 
on.  It  feels  slightly  itchy,  and  it 
makes  you  feel  all  the  more  ner- 
vous. You  step  in  Cajun  Field 
for  the  last  time  as  a  student, 
line  up  with  everyone  else,  and 
look  around  at  everyone  there. 
You've  completed  your  goal.  The 
dean  of  the  college  gives  you 
a  piece  of  paper  that  tells  you 
where  to  retrieve  your  diploma. 
As  you  grasp  the  wooden  plaque 
for  the  first  time,  the  realization 
becomes  clear. 

You  are  now  an  official 
Ragin'  Cajun  graduate. 
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Dr.  Ray  Authement 


Vice  President  Research  &  Graduate  Studies 


Dr.  Robert  Stewart  Jr. 


Vice  President  Student  /Vthiirs 

Mr.  Raymond  Blanco 


Presidential 
Changeover 


In  the  recent  years,  the 
University  of  Louisiana  at  La- 
fayette has  seen  a  lot  of  recon- 
structions and  advancements, 
especially  of  its  buildings  and 
facilities.  However,  the  most 
notable  change  of  the  2007- 
2008  school  year  occurred  on 
May  4,  2007:  UL  President  Ray 
Authement,  Ph.D.  announced 
his  retirement. 

"I've  been  here  for 
33  years  as  president,  and  1 
thought  maybe  it  was  time  for 
someone  else,  some  younger 
person,  to  take  over"  he  ex- 
plained. 

Authement  was  the 
longest  serving  president  of  a 
public  university  in  the  United 
States.  It  began  in  1973  when 
he  became  the  interim  presi- 
dent of  what  was  then  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southwestern  Loui- 
siana. On  June  30  of  the  next 
year,  he  officially  succeeded 
the  fourth  president,  Dr.  Clyde 
Rougeou. 

Prior  to  his  presidency, 
Authement  received  his  bach- 
elor degree  from  USL  in  1950, 
his  masters  from  Louisiana 
State  University  in  1952,  and 
his  doctorate  from  LSU  in  1956. 
He  was  also  taught  math  at  UL 
and  was  the  vice  president  for 
six  years. 

But  his  achievements 
should  not  suggest  that  school 
was  simple  for  Authement.  He 
was  first  generation  college 
student,  able  to  attend  only 
because  of  the  sacrifices  his 


siblings  made  by  staying  home 
at  work. 

As  such,  at  the  Alumni 
Association  of  UL  Lafayette^ 
2008  Spring  Gala,  the  associa- 
tion honored  Authement  and 
his  wife  Barbara,  as  well  as 
donated  $10,000  to  the  newly 
established  Dr.  Ray  Authe- 
ment Scholarship,  which 
would  be  available  for  all  first 
generation  students. 

Other  wonders  have 
been  created  on  account  of 
Authement^  33  years  of  ser- 
vice to  UL.  Most  notably, 
he  won  a  20-year  battle  to 
change  the  name  from  USL 
to  UL,  which  gave  more  fame 
to  the  university  and  its  aims 
and  probably  assisted  in  its 
becoming  the  second  largest 
university  in  Louisiana.  He 
implemented  academic  admis- 
sions standards  and  instituted 
selectivity  in  the  admissions 
process. 

UL  Lafayette  became 
the  first  Doctoral  II  university 
of  Louisiana,  of  which  there 
were  still  only  three  by  Spring 
2008.  The  university  also  al- 
ways competed  in  the  NCAA 
Division  I,  which  is  the  high- 
est level  of  collegiate  competi- 
tion. 


the 

Old 

guard 

welcomes 

the 

new 

guard 


The  Carnegie  Founda- 
tion titled  UL  as  a  "Research 
University  with  High  Research 
Activity,'  thus  placing  it  in 
the  same  research  category  as 
Auburn  and  Baylor  universi- 
ties. "We  decided  early  in  the 
game  to  move  the  university 
into  a  research  emphasis,  and 
we've  accomplished  that"  Au- 
thement explained.  "We  are 
well-known  for  our  research, 
and  obviously  our  research 
has  helped  the  economy  of 
Lafayette.  We've  done  this  in 
a  attempt  to  move  the  univer- 
sity forward;  but  at  the  same 
time,  we've  created  jobs  in  the 
area"  . 


In  fact,  during  the  local 
economy's  several  crises  on  ac- 
count of  state  revenue  problems 
and  the  oil  bust,  UL's  pledged 
and  gifted  assets  increased  from 
approximately  $500,000  to  over 
S150  million. 

But  it  seems  the  things  the 
students  most  directly  appreciated 
were  all  the  building  and  facility 
renovations  and  additions  that  UL 
Lafayette  has  seen  over  the  years. 
Authement  created  the  143-acre 
University  Research  Park,  which 
hosts  Louisiana  Immersive  Tech- 
nologies, over  15  national  re- 
search centers,  and  a  hotel.  Un- 
der his  presidency,  UL  had  over 
30  new  buildings,  including  the 
Louisiana  Productivity  Center  and 
the  Institute  of  Cognitive  Science. 
He  also  renovated  or  expanded 
more  than  25  buildings. 

Steve  Landry,  Ph.D.,  vice 
president  of  UL  Lafayette^  Aca- 
demic Affairs,  said  that  Authe- 
ment "had  a  dream  about  what 
the  university  could  become"  He 
added  that  "the  research  park 
across  the  street  is  an  immediate 
standing  testament  to  his  vision, 
perseverance,  and  wisdom!' 

The  university  has  long 
since  been  a  part  of  Authementb 
life,  as  his  home  was  on  campus, 
very  near  the  president^  office  in 
Martin  Hall.  "I'm  going  to  do  a 
little  traveling','  Authement  admit- 
ted, "but  primarily  I'm  going  to 
start  raising  funds  for  the  univer- 
sity. I'll  start  spending  my  time 
with  people  who  have  the  wealth 
to  share  with  the  university!' 

But  after  Authement  left, 
who  was  to  take  his  place? 

The  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors for  the  University  of  Louisi- 
ana System  spent  seven  months 
searching  the  nation  for  someone 
who  could  step  up  next  in  line. 
In  jnnuary  2008,  they  selected 
Joseph  Savoie,  Ph.D.,  a  UL  alum- 


nus. As  a  student,  he  lived  in 
McCollough  and  Voohries  dorms. 
"They  blew  them  both  up,  which 
is  probably  good,  because  they 
got  rid  of  all  the  evidence!'  Savoie 
joked.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity, 
whose  old  house  was  across  the 
street  from  Maxim  Doucet  and 
was  also  blown  up. 

Savoie  worked  with  Au- 
thement for  17  years  in  a  variety 
of  positions,  including  vice  presi- 
dent for  university  advancement, 
executive  director  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Student  Government 
adviser,  and  program  director  for 
Union  Program  Council.  And 
since  1996,  Savoie  has  been  the 
Commissioner  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion at  the  Louisiana  Board  of 
Regents. 

"Hek  so  effective  as  a  lob- 
byist with  the  legislature','  Authe- 
ment said  of  Savoie.  "He  doesn't 
let  them  get  angry.  He  can  al- 
ways think  of  something  to  make 
them  laugh!' 

"I  know  that  the  campus 
community  has  the  same  aspi- 
rations for  UL  that  I  have!'  said 
Landry,  who  was  also  a  candidate 
for  presidency,  "and  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  we  will  all  join  forces  to 
achieve  those  goals,  as  we  have 
done  during  the  past  years  under 
Dr.  Authementfe  leadership!' 

Authement  himself  com- 
mented, "I  have  great  respect  for 
Steve,  and  I  understand  that  he  is 
going  to  stay  on  with  Dr.  Savoie 
-  so  that  is  a  good  situation!' 

Authement  is  also  gener- 
ally optimistic  about  Savoie  tak- 
ing the  position.  The  former  is 
very  aware  that  he  has  obtained 
several  financial  habits  and  skills 
over  the  years,  on  account  of  the 
oil  bust.  He  realizes  that  Savoie 
may  be  able  to  take  advantage  of 
being  bale  to  change  these  things. 

Savoie  said  that  Authe- 


ment "built  a  very  solid  uni- 
versity -  academically  strong, 
financially  stable!'  He  added,  "I 
think  the  job  is  to  build  on  that 
and  take  the  university  to  the 
next  level!' 

One  of  the  ways  Savoie 
planed  to  achieve  this  is  by  ad- 
ministering surveys  to  students, 
faculty,  and  other  community 
members.  He  intended  on  us- 
ing the  collected  information  to 
figure  out  what  areas  of  the  uni- 
versity should  receive  additional 
attention.  He  hoped  that,  by  the 
start  of  his  presidency,  he  will 
already  have  had  a  plan  that  he 
could  instate. 

"That's  what  we're  all 
about','  Savoie  explained,  "mov- 
ing forward  and  making  prog- 
ress. We  want  to  hit  the  ground 
running.  When  the  transition 
occurs,  we  want  to  be  ready!' 

He  began  to  prepare  on 
April  16,  2008,  when  he  held  a 
meeting  with  six  small  commit- 
tees, composed  of  faculty  and 
students.  He  also  sent  a  letter  to 
local  business  leaders  in  hopes 
that  he  could  "receive  further 
input,  advice,  and  recommenda- 
tions from  those  who  are  com- 
mitted to  the  university^  prog- 
ress!' 

When  asked  in  an  inter- 
view with  The  Vermillion  what 
Savoie  saw  to  be  the  future  of 
UL,  he  answered,  "I  don't  think 
it§  appropriate  for  me  to  impose 
my  own  personal  vision  of  the 
institution.  I  think  itfe  better 
through  the  process  of  engag- 
ing everyone  in  the  university. 
There^  a  strategic  process  of 
vision  thinking,  if  you  will,  and 
trying  to  bring  people  together 
for  a  common  vision  of  what  we 
will  become,  and  the  president^ 
job  is  to  manage  that  process 
and  make  sure  we  get  there!' 
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Deans  of  UL  Lafayette 


Ms.  Ellen  Cook  Mr.  Gordon  Brooks  II 


Dean  of  Sciences  Dean  of  Nursing  and  Allied  Health  Profession; 

Dr.  Bradd  Clark  Dr.  Gail  Poirriei 


ill 


Dean  of  Enrollmerit  Management    Dean  of  Engineering 

Mr.  Dan  Rosenfield  Mr.  Mark  Zappi 


Dean  of  Students 

Mr.  Edward  Pratt 


Dean  of  Graduate  School 

Dr.  C.  Eddie  Palmer 


Dean  of  Community  Service 

Mr.  Jeff  Sandoz 


Name:  Joseph  "Joey"  V  Pons  IV 
How  long  have  you  been  at  ULL?:  I  was  hired  July  1 ,  1989  as  a  Laboratory  Techniciafi  in  the  College  of  Engineering.  I 
accepted  my  current  position,  Environmental  Health  and  Safety  Director,  July  1,  2000l 

Whatfe  your  specialty?:  Professionally,  I  serve  the  University  in  emergency  planning  and  response,  risk  management,  and 
occupational  safety.  Personally,  I  enjoy  chasing  redfish/speckled  trout,  and  play  a  decent  game  of  Boure'. 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The  think  that  differs  with  college  education  is  the  students  are  there  because  they 
want  to  be.  For  the  most  part,  college  students  are  happy  and  excited  about  their  future.  xThat  excitement  is  contagious 
-  it's  a  pleasure  to  work  in  this  environment.  Every  day  is  new  challenge  -  I  never  get  to  the  office  and  wonder  "Gee  - 
wonder  what  I'm  going  to  do  today?". 

If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any  advice,  what  would  it  be?: 

Don't  get  too  far  into  debt  -  make  good  financial  choices,  learn  about  and  get  involved  in  extracurricular  activities  -  those 
on  and  off  campus  and  take  your  technical  writing  and  speaking  presentations  seriously.  No  matter  what  you  choose  to 
do,  honing  these  skills  will  pay  big  dividends. 
What^  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned?: 

The  whole  is  much  greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  Good  simple  communication  is  the  glue  that  holds  everything 
together.  When  resolving  conflicts,  if  you  ask  people  for  their  opinion  or  solution,  they  tend  to  take  ownership  in  the 
problem  and  work  harder  toward  a  resolution. 


Name:  Don  Smith 
How  long  with  parking  and  transit?: 

I've  been  with  parking  and  transit  for  six  years  and  five  months. 

What  is  your  specialty?: 

Issue  tickets  and  to  make  sure  parking  situation  is  in  an  orderly  manner.  Its  important  to  make  sure  that  parking  is  good 

so  that  its  easy  for  traffic  around  the  university. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 

My  favorite  thing  would  be  the  students  and  the  events,  concerts,  and  the  classes  because  it  has  a  nice  college  feel  to 

it — but  of  course  it^  also  because  of  Lafayette. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 
San  PYancisco  Fisherman^  Wharl;  the  steamed  crabs  are  sonu'thing  to  die  for. 
Favorite  meal  ever:  Rice  and  gravy  and  chicken — I  hate  to  say  that  l)ut  I've  always  loved  it. 
If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any  advice,  what  would  it  be?:  Don't  take-  the  signs  for  granted! 
What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned?:  1(  you're  not  (  ai  c  lul,  life  <  an  leave  you  very  (|uic  kly. 

What's  the  last  song  you  listened  to: 
"The  Lion  Sleeps  T)night" — the  song  (lom  I  he  Lion  King. 
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Name:  Shelly  Vasseur  Constantin. 
How  long  have  you  been  an  administrative  assistant?:  Six  years. 
What's  your  speciahy?:  Assisting  the  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs,  the  Student  Affairs  Deans,  and  students. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  "Ragin  Cajun  Pride  and  the  friendly,  caring  atmosphere!' 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  "The  beach  -  it^  so  relaxing!" 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Fettuccini. 
Best  book:  Cecelia  Ahern^  PS,  I  Love  You. 
If  you  had  to  give  any  college  students  any  advice,  what  would  it  be?:  "One,  don't  be  afraid  to  ask  for  help.  And 

two,  make  the  absolute  best  of  your  college  years  so  you  have  no  regrets!" 
What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned?:  "I  have  learned  many  working  in  the  Dean  of  Students  Office!' 


Name:  Mary  Corine  Gothe 

What  is  your  specialty?:  Being  friendly.  I'm  the  cashier  at  Sidelines;  I  enjoy  talking  to  the  students  and  hoping 

evei  yone  has 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  I  enjoy  working  with  the  students;  theyrc  all  so  pleasant!  Everybody's  nice  to 
me. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  travelled:  San  Fransisco,  California.  I  go  there  almost  every  year. 
Favorite  meal  ever:  Sodexo  Fried  Chicken! 

Favorite  book:  I  like  to  read  the  columns  in  The  Daily  Advertiser. 

If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any  advice,  what  would  it  be?:  (Continue  sc  hool  and  Irv  to  graduate.  Don't  ever 
its  too  hard. 

What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned?:  How  to  work  a  computer! 
What's  the  last  song  you  listened  to?:  "I  See  You  Everywhere  I  Go"  by  the  Temptations. 


Jamie  Baldridge 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professorrOne 

year. 

What's  your  specialty:  Photography  and 
Digital  Imaging. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 

The  university  seems  to  be  very  student 
oriented. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  The 

Netherlands. 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Casoullet  at  Petite 
Pere  in  Paris. 

Best  book:  Papa  Hemmingway  by  A.  E. 
Hotchner. 


If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be: 

Do  what  you  love  and  take  the 
opportunity  to  learn  very  seriously. 
What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned:  That  the  journey  is  the  best 
part. 

What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to: 

"Rats"  by  Pearl  Jam 


I'cKi  I).  I';il(<iii(' 
I  llCHltC 


"I  |)iirsiie  Performing 
Arts,  l)f(aiise  I  want 
lo  work  in  ihc  field 
tlial  I  also  enjoy.  I'oi 
nir,  I  lieatre  is  not  an 
cj^o  II  i|),  a  means  of 
lioKK'"K  allenlion.  or 
a  medium  loi  personal 
(  atliai  sis.  I  wani  lo 
ex|)ei  ienc  e  stories 
and  lefiert  them  as  I 
iiiidersland  ilu-m  l)y 
laking-on  roles'.' 


"Being  a  visual 
arts  major 
allows  you  lo 
express  yourself 
aestlietit  ally,  and 
is  aiil<)biograplii(  a! 
in  wavs  thai 
somelliing  (  an 
be  said  al)oiil  llie 
way  an  ;n  i  isi  uses 
line  and  iiioiioii  lo 
(  on\ e\  A  Micssai;c 
01  IccliiiL;! 


'\ i(  k  Sci^iira. 
N'isn.il  Alls 


Brian  Kelly 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor: 

9  years 

What's  your  specialty: 

Printmaking  and  drawing 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 

The  University's  attention  to  developing 
and  maintaining  a  student  centered 
learning  environment. 
Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 
There  are  2  places:  at  12,481'  at  the  top  of 
Kachina  Peak  in  Taos  New  Mexico  and 
at  1 1 ,000'  dropping  into  3  feet  of  freash 
powder  in  Devils  Castle  at  Alta  Utah. 


Favorite  meal  ever: 

A  "Big  Pete"  hamburger,  plain,  well 
done,  with  regular  fries,  and  a  root  beer 
at  Petes  Restaurant  on  Johnston. 
Best  book: 

There  are  2:  "The  Agony  and  the 
Ecstasy"  and  the  "Tamarind  Book  of 
Lithography" 


"F"ashion  Design  gives  me 
ihe  freedom  to  be  creative 
and  explore  my  imagination 
without  iioundaries.  Fashion 
represents  evcrytiiing  that 
has  been,  everything  that 
is  and  everything  tliat  will 
be.  The  design  aspect  lets 
me  discover  who  I  am 
and  everything  I  lose  and 
prepare  to  bring  all  of  il  to 
the  forefront  of  the  world, 
in\  audience!' 


"What  my  major 
means  to  me  is 
dedication,  hard 
work,  and  sacrifice. 

For  me  to  be 
successful  it  means 
1  have  to  create  m\ 
own  c  areer!' 


Rachel  I'aul, 
Fashion  Design 


m 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor?: 

I've  been  here  fourteen  years.  [...]  I  came  in  the 
fall  of  '93. 

What^  your  speciality:  Applied  micro-economics. 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The 

students.  It's  a  diverse  bunch,  in  terms  of  culture. 
And  they're  very  friendly. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  Probably  out 
west  -  Grand  Canyon,  Bryce  Canyon,  Yosemite. 
Favorite  meal  ever:  Well,  [in  the  spring],  nothing 
beats  boiling  crawfish. 

Best  book:  As  trite  as  it  might  sound:  To  Kill  a 
Mockingbird.  There  are  so  many  truism  in  that 
book  in  terms  of  moral  and  ethical  obligations 
that  was  all  have.  And  the  way  that  Harper  Lee  is 


I );iiii<  llc  I'.df^ai 
VlaiiiigcMicni  I  iiloi  Mial  ion 
.Syslcins 


"I  define  my  major  as  a  half 
way  point  between  business 
management  and  information 
tec  hnology.  In  MIS  we  take 
totirses  involving  everything 
from  Management,  Marketing, 
I'inatue,  and  Acxounting  to 
Indiisiiial  Technology  and 
( ;oiii|)iiier  Science.  I  feel  my 
niajoi  IS  vital  to  llie  lajiid 
gtowlli  ol  hiiMncss'  iiinovalive 
1<  (  linology  needs  c  one  ei  iiiiig 
cvciything  from  basic  networking 
Ic)  dalabasc-  si  rue  line-  and  design!' 


Rand  Resseler 


able  to  present  that  through  the  eyes  of  a  child 
is  unique. 

If  you  had  to  give  any  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be?:  If  students  try 
studying  twenty  minutes  every  day  for  each 
class,  they'd  be  amazed  at  what  happens  to 
their  grades. 

Whatfei  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned?: 

Implausible  as  it  may  sound  at  times,  people  do 

respond  to  incentives  in  ways  that  you  never 

would  have  imagined. 

What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to?: 

"Well  Thought  Out  Twinkles"  by  the  Silversun 

Pickups. 


"It's  a  wonderful  field 
because  I  can  talk  to  all 
sorts  of  different  people. 
I  get  to  travel  the  world, 
and  I  can  do  pretty  much 
anything  I  want  to  because 
Ho.spitality  is  nceck<l 
everywhere.  It's  ,so  exciting 
to  hear  about  people's 
hac  kgi ounds  and  lifeslylesr 


I 


Amanda  Aiccncaux 
1 1( )spilalil \  Man.igc  nu  nI 
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How  long  have  you  been  a  professor?: 

I've  been  here  since  1991. 

Whatfe  your  specialty:  Professional  Ethics. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 

That's  a  hard  one!  I  like  the  fact  that  the 
school  really  cares  about  teaching  as  well 
as  research.  I  think  that's  one  of  the  things 
that  draws  students  here,  too. 
Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 
It's  hard  to  decide  between  Florence,  Italy, 
Greece,  and  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
Favorite  meal  ever:  Wonderful  vegetarian 
currv  -  I  like  green  curries. 
Best  book:  I  love  Christopher  Moore's 
books  and  the  series  of  books  about  the 
number  one  lady's  detective  agency  in 


Botswana...  Also,  Plato's  Republic. 

If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 

advice,  what  would  it  be?: 

You  need  to  work  on  emotional 
intelligence  as  well  as  intellectual 
intelligence.  Be  aware  of  y  ourself  and  how 
you  affect  others;  that's  reallv  important. 
What^  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned?:  "It's  really  important  to  know 
what  you  don't  know  as  weW  as  what  )  ou 
know!'  -  Socrates 

What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to?: 

Randy  Newman's  "Louisiana". 


Ben  Scrrctte 

Business  Systems  Analysis 
and  Technology 


"It's  okay.  It's 
like  computer 
science  without 
the  math.  They 
like  to  say 
BSAT  majors 
are  just  "Comp 
Sci  drop  outs", 
but  we'll  see 
who's  laughing 
when  we're  their 
bosses'.' 


"I  feel  ni\  major 
is  ver\  important 
he(  ause 
without  it. 
there  wouldn't 
he  |)i  ()pU 
to  manajii 
business" 


Alex. nulla  I'oli 
Management 


Dayle  Guillory 


How  long  have  you  been  an  instructor: 

Since  August  2003. 
What  is  your  specialty:  Technology 
integration  in  the  classroom  curriculum 
Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  Its 

hard  to  choose.  I  loved  all  eight  countries 
I  visited  in  Europe:  England,  France, 
Belgium,  Germany,  The  Netherlands, 
Sweden,  Norway  and  Italy.  They  each 
had  their  own  unique  appeal  and  I'd  love 
to  go  back  to  all  of  them  someday.  Then 
there  are  the  Bahamas,  Virgin  Islands 
and  Mexico  that  were  fun  each  time  I 
visited.  I  love  learning  about  people  and 
their  culture  and  I've  had  a  blast  in  each 
count  rv. 

Favorite  book:  The  Gift  by  Julie 


Garwood.  I  laughed  out  loud  in  many 
parts.  Sometimes  I  laughed  so  hard  I 
was  reading  through  tears. 
If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be:  Manage  your 
time  wisely  to  alleviate  the  buildup  of 
stress,  and  review  your  class  syllabus/ 
calendar  the  night  before  every  class. 
What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned:  When  you  look  at  all  the 
biological  events  that  must  happen  in 
the  perfect  sequence  for  a  healthy  child 
to  be  born,  truly  proves  every  child  is  a 
miracle  of  God. 

What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to: 

"Crazj'  by  Gnarles  Barkley 


"It  means  the  world 
lo  rue  to  be  able 
lo  pass  the  gift  of 
music  down  to  fiitme 
generations!' 


"ULs  education 
program  is 
really  great  -  the 
teachers  within  the 
pi'ogram  are  realh 
knowledgable.  People 
know  what  they're 
lalking  about.  It's  a 
wonderf  ul  departmenl 
to  be  in" 


l\l(i  Kidi.iid 
Miisi<  Kdufalion. 


1^1  lellc  I  lu'l  lol 
K(lu(  alion 


i^n  by  Coy  t^ie^V 


1tt 


Donna  Wadsworth 

How  long  have  you  been  a  professor:  I 

have  been  teaching  at  UL  Lafayette  since 
1992. 

What's  your  specialty: 

Special  Education.  I  prepare  future  teachers 
for  teaching  students  from  birth  to  twenty- 
one  years  old  with  exceptional  learning 
needs. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The 

friendly,  caring  attitude  of  students,  staff, 
and  faculty. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  Bos- 
ton, MA. 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Sorry,  I  don't  have 
favorites! 

Best  book:  Amish  Grace  by  Donald  Kray- 


"To  me  it's  just  a 


Dancl  Michaud 
Social  Studies 
Education 


bill  and  others. 

If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be:  Develop  self- 
discipline  early  so  that  you  can  pursue  every 
opportunity  you  have  to  learn  and  never  stop 
trying  to  learn  more. 
What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned:  Through  my  experiences  in  work- 
ing with  children  with  exceptional  learning 
needs,  I  have  learned  how  special  it  is  to 
accomplish  even  the  smallest  things,  like 
taking  one  step  or  communicating  what  you 
want. 

What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to: 

"The  Itsy  Bitsy  Spider." 


"Being  an  education 
major  was  a  little 
about  learning  how  to 
teach  and  learning  a 
little  about  how  to  get 
the  students  to  leant. 

On  the  one  hall, 
there  are  theories  and 
methods;  there's  a 
completely  different 
half  that's  about  how 
to  get  the  children  to 
\\anl  to  leai  ii!' 


Mark  I'alomho 
Kducation 


William  Woodsworth 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor?:  I  have 
been  a  prof  essor  of  Mechanical  Engineering  for 
18  year  (six  at  Lamar,  and  12  here  at  ULL). 
What  is  your  speciahy?:  The  design  and 
development  of  aerospace  systems,  especially 
electrical  power  and  thermal  systems.  Specialty 
areas  include  heat  transfer,  thermodynamics  and 
fluids,  and  system  design  and  optimization. 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  My  favorite 
things  about  UL  Lafayette  are  my  engineering 
students... they  are  intelligent,  vibrant,  and  hard- 
working. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  The  coolest 
place  Lve  ever  traveled  is  China  -  when  I  climbed 
the  Great  Wall. 

Favorite  book:  My  favorite  book(s)  are  those  of 
James  Michener,  particularly  The  Source. 


If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any  advice, 
what  would  it  be?:  DECIDE  what  you  want  to 
do,  then  get  FOCUSED  on  it  and  barrel  right 
through  it.  Your  college  time  is  short... make 
good  use  of  it! 

Whatis  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned?: 

The  neatest  thing  I've  ever  learned  is  the 
Second  Law  of  Thermodynamics,  and  in 
particular,  how  it  describes  the  prior  and 
continuing  work  of  a  Creator,  Who  alone 
determines  our  future  destiny  and  that  of  the 
universe. 

What^  the  last  song  you  listened  to?:  "Honky 
Tonk",'  by  Bill  Doggett  (I  had  a  rhythm  and 
blues  band  when  I  was  in  high  school  (I  played 
piano),  and  this  instrumental  was  our  favorite 
song.). 


V\  illiiiin  ( .('iia(  , 
Cjvii  Kfiginccring 


"It's  like...  the  song 
t  hat  never  ends,  it 
goes  on  and  on  my 
friend,  we  just  started 
singing  it  not  knowing 
what  it  was,  and  we'll 
( ontinue  singing  it 
forever  just  because... 
I  lial  defines  Civil 
1  iiginccring  at  ULI' 


"Well,  I'm  a  pretty 
simple  guy,  I'd  call 
it  interesting." 


jonal lion  liooiic, 
Electrical  Ki igi i iccr ing 


Asadollah  Hayatdavoudi 


How  long  have  you  been  working  here?: 

Since  1980. 

What  is  your  speciahy?:  Petroleum  engi- 
neering. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The 

people!  They're  very  friendly. 
Coolest  place  you've  ever  travelled:  Plym- 
outh Rock.  I  got  to  see  where  the  Boston 
Tea  Party  happened.  The  rebel  in  me  ap- 
preciated it! 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Chello-kabob. 
Favorite  book:  All  the  works  of  William 
Faulkner.  I've  translated  some  of  his  short 


stories  into  Farsi,  and  I've  lived  the  life  "As 
I  Lay  Dying".  I  also  enjoy  the  works  of 
Langston  Hughs,  Andre 
If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be?:  Be  yourself! 
When  you  get  to  a  higher  level,  don't 
practise...  Kiss  up,  kick  down! 
Whatis  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned?:  Mathematics  and  poetry. 
Whatk  the  last  song  you  listened  to?:  Lots 
of  Mozart.  I'm  a  classics  kind  of  guy! 


"It  means  never 
having  to  use  correct 
spelling  again!' 


T.ngineering  is  the  basis 
of  building.  It  will  help 
me  su])port  my  family!' 


Kelly  Guilbertcau, 
IVIechanical  Engineering 


Willi. mil)c|).i, 
Ciomputei  KngiiK'c  ring 


Grodimlaitudents 


Casey  D.  Albritton 


Name:  Casey  D.  Albritton 

How  long  have  you  been  working  here?: 

I'm  a  year  into  working  on  my  masters  in 

Experimental  Psychology. 

Whatk  your  speciahy?:  I  have  a  few 

specialties  that  have  carried  over  from  my 

undergraduate 

years,  including  different  facets  of  serial 
murder  and  domestic  terrorism.  I  have 
strong  influences  in 

the  field  of  criminal  justice,  and  this  has 
influenced  my  graduate  work.  My  masters 
thesis  focuses  on 

sexually  deviant  forms  of  behavior  and 
what  impact  these  behaviors  have  on  clini- 
cal and  social 


treatment  of  people  who  engage  in  these  behav- 
iors. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  I  love  the 
atmosphere  of  the  University. 
Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  San  Francisco, 
CA 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Home  made  mat2:6  ball  soup 
Best  book:  Gulag  Archipelago,  Vof  1-3 
If  you  had  to  give  college  studems  any  advice, 
what  would  it  be?:  Don't  let  the  distractions  of  life 
get  in  the  way  of  your  success/ 
Whatis  the  neatest  thing  you'/ve  ever  learned?: 
The  complexity  of  hormonal  behavior 
What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to?:  Hush  by 
Deep  Purple 


(,<ollr(  \  I',.  Kill. , I 


"...  gi  adiiatc  school  has 
also  introduced  mc  to 
some  of  the  finest  people 
I  have  ever  had  ilu- 
pleasure  to  niei-l  and  lo 
work  with!' 


"Ciraduate  school  is  tlu- 
ultimate  form  of  torture 
producing  good  results!" 


I 

4 


Danielle  lil  oliss.il  (I 


Jill  Douglass 


Name:  Jill  Douglass 
How  long  have  you  been  working 
here?:  I  am  finishing  my  first  year  of  the 
PhD  program  in  Applied  Language  and 
Speech  Sciences. 

What^  your  specialty?:  Stuttering,  specifi- 
ally  (as  of  right  now)  the  impact  of  stut- 
tering on  relationships. 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The 

wqlcoming  professors  and  overall  hospital- 
ity, 

olest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  Bo- 

'[uette,  Panama. 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Every  meal  I  eat  at 
y  best  friend's  Grandmother's  house. 
Sbe  is  straight  from  Sicily. 

It  book:  Thought  and  Language  by 
Vygotsky 


"Counselor  education 
is  the  certification  that 
I  needed  to  do  what 
m)'  hearts  desire  has 
always  been:  give  people 
different  options  for 
how  to  live  their  life 
after  unsuccessfully 
exhausting  their  known 
options.  I  think  it's  a 
great  program  for  those 
that  listen  to  others  and 
have  others  seeking 
advice  from  ihcm'.' 


If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be?:  Ha\  e  fun, 
but  don't  forget  who  you  are  and  stick 
to  your  gut  instinct.  Lastly,  keep  up  your 
GPA  because  it  is  really  hard  to  get  those 
numbers  back  up! 

What^  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned?:  The  neatest  thing  EVER!?  That 
is  pretty  tough.  The  neatest  thing  I  have 
learned  is  that  my  family  is  resilient  and 
can  survive  the  most  insane  of  situations. 
I  know  this  now  with  the  help  of  a  hurri- 
cane named  Katrina. 
What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to?: 
"Mr.  Jones"  by  the  Counting  Crows  was 
just  on  the  radio.  I  sang  along. 


"Graduate  s(  liool  is 
pervasive.  It  infects  evei  \ 
aspect  of  your  life! " 


lill  Willis 


Am.ind.i  DcBl.uic 


idies 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor?: 

I  have  been  a  professor  since  1986  (22  years) 
and  I  have  been  an  academic  dean  since  1998 
(10  years). 

What  is  your  speciaky?: 

My  Ph.D.  is  in  Communicative  Disorders  with 
a  research  focus  in  language  development/ 
disorders. 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 

My  favorite  thing  about  UL  is  what  has  kept 
me  tied  to  the  place:  its  the  people.  I  truly 
love  our  students,  the  professors,  staff  and 
administrators.  If  I  were  not  working  here 
at  UL,  I  would  probably  not  be  employed  in 
higher  education.  UL  Lafayette  is  the  only 
university  I  have  any  desire  to  work. 


Dean  Phebe  Hayes 


Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 

I'm  still  waiting  to  get  there! 
Favorite  meal  ever: 

Okra  &  seafood  gumbo  (with  crab  &  fresh 
shrimp). 

If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be?: 

That  education  is  a  process  and  not  a  rai 
Sometimes  in  their  haste  to  graduate^s  soon 
as  possible','  students  overload  t|aemselves  and 
their  grades  suffer. 

Whatis  the  neatest  thing  yoii've  ever  learned?: 

That  its  okay  to  take  risks 
What's  the  last  song  you  listened  to? 
I  heard  a  version  of  "Will  the  Circle  be 
Unbroken"  by  Terrance  Semien  on  a  local 
zydeco  radio  program.  lit  was  so  beautiful  that 
tears  came  to  my  eyes. 


"It  means  that  I  have 
iIk-  fi {■{■(loin  to  lake 
( lasses  I  enjoy  and  still 
!)(•  able  to  graduate.  It 
helped  me  to  become 
.1  well-rounded 
|Ki  son!" 


"It's  vvell-roundi-d! 
It  means  I'm  not 
just  restricting 
myself  to  one 
lot m  of  academia!' 


Sue  Ann  Ozbirn 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor?:  I 

am  the  Director  of  Student  Service  for  the 
College  of  General  Studies.  Advising  is  one 
of  my  many  administrative  responsibilities. 
I  also  sit  on  the  Committee  for  Academic 
Affairs  and  Standards  along  with  several  other 
committees  and  subcommittees. 
What  is  your  specialty?:  I  graduated  from 
Mississippi  State  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Educational  Psychology  and  a  Master  of 
Education  in  School  Psychology. 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The 
people,  hands  down.  I  love  working  with  my 
students,  my  colleagues,  parents,  alumni, 
everyone.  The  people  are  the  best  thing  about 
Acadiana. 

vCoolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  I  enjoy 


1 


"I  got  to 
choose  my  own 
curriculum.  The 
specific  courses 
you  take  have  to 
fall  under  your 
concentration,  but 
it  meant  I  got  to 
take  the  courses 
I  like!" 


John  Halberi 

Humanities 

concentration 


m 


visiting  the  mountains. 

Favorite  meal  ever?:  Fried  butterfly  shrimp. 
Favorite  book?:  A  Confederacy  of  Dunces 
by  John  Kennedy  Toole. 
If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be?:  Take  the  most 
advanced  math  and  science  classes  for  which 
you  are  eligible  in  high  school.  Treat  your 
college  work  just  like  you  would  any  other 
job.  Devote  four  to  eight  hours  daily  to  your 
studies  and  you  will  excel. 
What's  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned?:  How  to  use  a  PC.  (I'm  older  than 
you  think.) 

What's  the  last  song  you  listened  to?: 

"Good  Riddance"  by  Green  Da)' 


"I  learned  a  lot  ol 
interesting  tilings 
while  in  General 
Studies.  While  1 
may  not  end  up 
using  every  lasi 
thing  thev  taughi . 
I  found  it  all 
highh  enio\al)li 
lo  leai  ii" 


Sl(  1  liiii;  Biniweli 
Applied  Si  ieiue 
concentration 


have  a  son-in-law  whose  grandparents 
fled  that  small  country  when  the  Soviets 
occupied  it  after  World  War  II.  It  is  a 
beautiful  country  trying  to  pull  itself  out  of 
a  troubled  and  oppressive  past. 
Favorite  meal  ever: 

The  vegetable  kebob  at  Zeuss.  I  have  had 
fancier  food,  but  this  dish  is  hard  to  forget. 
If  you  had  to  give  any  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be?: 
Live  your  life.  Don't  let  it  just  happen  to  you. 
What  was  the  last  song  you  listened  to?: 
Patsy  Cline  or  Louis  Armstrong. 


What's  your  speciality?: 

I  am  a  political  scientist  with  a 
specialization  in  public  policy.  My  research 
interest  is  leprosy  policy.  I  came  to  that 
topic  because  Louisiana  hosted  the  national 
leprosarium  in  Carville.  I  have  worked 
during  the  past  few  years  with  a  scholar 
from  the  University  of  Japan  who  is  also 
interested  in  leprosy  policy!' 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 
Without  a  doubt:  the  students.  I  never 
cease  to  be  amazed  by  them. 
Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 
This  one  may  surprise  you  -  Lativia.  I 


Kni/lish 


"The  expansion  of  the 
English  language  is 
extrordinary  and  itl>  story 
reaches  back  since  1050 
CK.  To  me,  English  is 
more  that  what  is  spoken, 
it  is  art  with  an  amazing 
adventures  in  it^  origin. 
To  study  English  is  to 
he  a  part  of  the  tale  ol 
the  ever-evolving  ,  most 
widely  spoken  language 
in  the  world!' 


"A  journalist  is  a 
public  servant  who 
serves  as  mediator  and 
translator  between 
citizens  and  society. 
Reporting  only  truth. 
Journalists  strive  to  make 
news  comprehensive, 
interesting  and  objective. 

A  lejjorter  may  learn 
soiriething  new  evi-ryday, 
but  a  journalist  will  make 
others  learn  .someting 
new  everyday!' 


Derek  All)ert, 
joui  iialism 


1  30 


John  A.  Tetnowski 


L 


How  long  have  you  been  a  profes- 
sor?: Nine  years. 

Whatis  your  specialty?:  Speech-lan- 
guage pathology  (stuttering). 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette: 

The  swamp! 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 

Either  Bergen,  Norway  or  Krakow, 
Poland. 

Favorite  meal  ever:  Dinner  at  Pi- 
casso in  Las  Vegas:  duck  foie  gras, 
filet,  truffle  potatoes,  and  a  1986 
Bordeaux  wine. 

Best  book:  The  Anatomy  of  Hope 


by  Jerome  Groopman,  M.D. 

If  you  had  to  give  college  students 

any  advice,  what  would  it  be?:  Get 

good  grades  early  so  you  can  choose 

what  you  want  to  be. 

Whatis  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 

learned?:  That  most  people  have  the 

ability  to  heal  themselves. 

What  was  the  last  song  you  listened 

to?:  "Rain"  by  the  Beatles 


Tanya  Aiiictf  Aidoin 
Broadcasting 


"Majoring  in 
Broadcasting  means 
I  get  to  interact  witii 
the  public  and  deliver 
information  to  the 
|)ul)lic.  I  love  being 
the  one  who  knows- 
il-all  and  tells-it-all  at 
the  same  time!" 


"My  major  to  me  re|)resenis 
the  passion  for  learning 
about  mv  roots.  The  niosi 
important  thing  ihai  1  lia\  c- 
learned  while  in  liberal  arts 
is  in  order  to  truh'  enjo\  lifi- 
\  ()ii  must  riMiRMnber  \  ()ur 
|)asl,  embrace  the  |)rt"senl 
and  anlicijjali-  the  iulure... 
this  is  m\  mollo  lor  a 
luirilled  life:- 


lirandon  Lew  is 
Hislor)  /  Pre-Law 


Kt  iii  (^uill)eaiix, 
Biology 


Carl  Richter 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor:  Six  years. 
What^  your  specialty:  I'm  a  geo-physicist. 
Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  Not  the 

football  team... 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled:  I've  been 
to  a  lot  of  neat  places...  Literally,  though,  the 
Antarctic  Shelf! 

Favorite  meal  ever:  It's  probably  barbeque  ribs. 
What^  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever  learned? 

I'm  still  learning  a  lot  of  neat  things.  I  think  I 
w  ould  have  to  say  the  formation  banded  and 
iron  formations. 


'  \\\  major  is  biology, 
a  subject  which  greatly 
interests  me  because  it 
is  involved  in  all  aspects 
of  life.  My  major 
will  supply  me  with 
everything  I  need  to 
know  when  beginning 
my  career.  The  career 
options  are  wide  in  the 
medical  field." 


"My  major  means 
alot  to  me.  I  want 
to  do  something 
that  1  am  good 
at  and  Computer 
Science  is  it.  I  am 
a  firm  believer  that 
in  order  to  do  your 
best  at  a  job,  you 
have  to  enjoy  it" 


(iai  rc  il  Le  wis, 
Computer  Science 


1  ^2 


sherry  Krayesky 


How  long  have  you  been  a  professor:  6 

years 

What  is  your  specialty:  Physiology/cell 
biology 

Favorite  thing  about  UL  Lafayette:  The 

people  are  very  friendly.  I  really  like 
Cypress  Lake  too. 

Coolest  place  you've  ever  traveled: 

Washington  State  was  very  nice.  I 
climbed  a  mountain  with  an  old 
growth  forest,  then  I  visited  Mount  St. 
Helen.  Wow!  It  really  gives  you  a  new 
perspective  on  the  power  of  nature. 
Favorite  meal  ever:  I  like  almost  every- 
thing, but  not  peas. 
Favorite  book:  I  enjoy  a  good  mystery. 


If  you  had  to  give  college  students  any 
advice,  what  would  it  be:  Work  hard  from 
the  very  start.  Once  there  are  bad  grades 
on  the  transcript,  it  is  hard  to  recover.  Be 
honest  with  yourself  about  what  you 
like  and  don't  like,  and  study  what  you 
like.  Have  a  good  back-up  plan.  If  things 
don't  work  out  in  the  fashion  you  origi- 
nally planned,  what  will  you  do?  Students 
should  be  able  to  answer  that  question. 
What^  the  neatest  thing  you've  ever 
learned:  The  characteristics  of  a  cell. 
Whatis  the  last  song  you  listened  to:  It 
was  a  song  by  George  Strait.  I  like 
his  music. 


"We're  the  ones  that 
make  everything 
do  everything. 
We  sit  in  front  of 
a  screen  writing 
incomprehensible 
( ode  that  more  or 
less  makes  everything 
work:' 


Erik  Birdwcll, 

Computer-Cognitive  Science 


"Physics  is  about 
furthering  our 
understanding  of  the 
universe  tiirough  careful 
observation  and  crcati\c 
thou"ht.  Prom  the  vei\ 
smallest  components 
within  the  atoms  we  are 
made  ()(  to  the  galaxies 
scattered  throughout 
the  vastness  of  space.  " 


I'aul  Ciiovina//c). 

Phvsics 


2*rl 

and 


With  a  new  offense  and  defense,  injury 
plagued  offensive  line  and  a  young  up  and  coming 
team,  the  Ragin'  Cajun  football  team  had  many 
obstacles  to  overcome  in  2007.  Although  the  '07 
record  does  not  show  it  (3-9  overall  and  3-4  in 
conference  play),  this  past  season  was  an  exciting 
and  record-breaking  one.  Where  else  could  you 
watch  a  quarterback  juke  a  safety  time  after  time, 
knock  the  helmet  off  of  a  linebacker  and  outrun 
a  cornerback,  while  his  running  back  is  doing  the 
same  thing?  The  Ragin'  Cajuns  have  made  a  name 
for  themselves  and  opponents  who  play  them  know 
the)'  need  to  bring  their  A-game  in  order  to  beat 
our  Cajuns. 

In  his  first  season  named  as  the  starting 
quarterback  for  the  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette,  Michael  Desormeaux  made  quite  a 
name  for  himself.  He  racked  up  2,546  yards  in 
total  offense,  with  an  amazing  1,141  yards  rushing 
making  ranking  him  2nd  in  the  nation  in  rushing 
)  ards  by  a  quarterback  (only  3  yards  behind 
West  Virginias  Pat  White)  and  1 9th  best  rushing 
performance  in  r*3^AA  history.  This  perform^^e 
also  put  liil^ only  171  yards  shy  of  fifth  place  M 
UL|^school  history.  DesQrraeaux  also  passed  for 
1 00  yards  and  i;ifsli^  ^r  1  ^  yards  in  a  single 
game  five  tini^s.  ^^'^jtt  j^jM 

In  nation^4ankui^fonalpKo§itions,  DesormS^x 
is  ranketf  8tfi  iB^wds^J||itrrv'  (6.07),  29th  in 
rusjamgji'^rds  per  ^nirtf  (1 03;7)  and  33rd  in  total 
rWt  rushing  wipl  1^141  in  a  single  season, 
c     *  v\\  hrii  "besorraeaux  handed  the  football  off, 
be^bf\d  ( (>^id^K"e.?l5i  starting  running  back,  Tyrell 
1(  111  ()jy,''t(j#nakeifie  best  of  it.  In  2007,  Fenroy 
Vcamt  (Uhe  h^flSO  times  for  a  total  of  1,021 
x  a^os  and/sfeven  touchdowns.  He  holds  the  title  of 
*merfeading  rusher  for  a  running  l)ack  at  ULL 
^nd  2^  time  scorer  among  running  backs.  This 
sea>^n,  Fenroy  had  national  recognjtion  for  being 
-  -rtne  of  only  two  juniors  to  recoixLtlii  ce  consecutive 
1 ,000  yard  seasons.  In  the  20Qt  season,  the 
Cajuns'  rushing  offense  totalf;d  3,019  yards  and 
2!'>1,6  yards  per  game  wlii(  h  was  6th  in  N(>AA 
1st  in  Suii  Bjdt  roiilcrcncc. 

(^n  tH^Tcceiving  end  of  the  ball,  jason 
herry  led  the  team  with  thirty  six  (  ate  lies  for  a 
total  of  442  yards  while  Den  i(  k  Smith  followed 


close  behind  with  thirty  five  catches  for  583 
yards. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ball.  Senior 
Defensive  End,  Rodney  Hardeway  set  the  ULL 
record  for  sacks  in  a  game  with  four  against 
Middle  Tennessee.  Hardeway  landed  5th  in  two 
categories  including  total  number  of  sacks  in 
a  season  with  seven  and  total  career  sacks  with 
fifteen.  Hardeway  also  led  the  team  with  twelve 
tackles-for-loss  (TFL). 

The  top  three  tacklers  for  the  2007 
season  were  Antwyne  Zanders  (93  tackles).  Grant 
Fleming  (71  tackles)  and  Brenton  Burkhalter  (65 
tackles). 

This  year,  there  were  twenty  three  seniors 
who  came  together  to  lead  this  team.  These 
seniors  include  Kevin  Helton,  William  Chance, 
Lanier  Coleman,  Ray  Givens,  Tre'  Green, 
Rodney  Hardeway,  Greg  Hathorn,  Jordan 
Jackson,  Damian  Jones,  Jarrett  Jones,  Derik 
Keyes,  Torres  Kingsby,  Zachary  Leger,  Abdule 
Levier,  Connor  Morel,  Lamar  Morgan,  Jesse 


Opponent  U 


South  Carolina  -  28 


Ohio  -  31 


UL  -  14 


UL  -  23 


McNeese  State  -  38 


Troy  -  48 


UL  -  17 


UL  -  31 


UCF  -  37 


North  Texas  -  29 


UL  -  19 


UL  -  38 


Arkansas  State  -  52 


Florida  Atlantic  -  39 


UL  -  21 


UL-32 


Tennessee  -  59 


Middle  Tennessee  -  24 


1 


UL  -  7 


UL  -  34 


Florida  International  -  28 


Louisiana  at  Monroe  -  17 


UL  -  38 


UL  -  11 


Although  this  years  Ragin 
Cajun  volleyball  team  was  a  young 
one,  onh'  holding  two  seniors,  Erika 
Castro  and  Tara  Cote,  they  still 
proved  to  be  good  competitors.  With 
an  overall  record  of  4-29,  this  young 
team  \vill  work  hard  in  the  off  season 
and  come  back  in  the  2008  season 
hungr)-  for  victory. 

Junior  Elizabeth  Inman  led 
the  Cajuns  with  343  kills,  while 
freshman  Amie  Goodwin  followed 
closely  with  a  total  of  340  kills. 

Sophomore  Setter,  Kendra 
Hall,  was  the  hand  behind  the  assists 
with  1,094  for  the  season.  Goodwin 
and  Inman  also  led  in  total  points 
for  the  season  with  406  and  391 
respectively. 

Defensively,  Castro  led  the 
Cajuns  with  497  digs,  averaging  4.56 
digs  per  game. 


r 


Opponent  U 


New  Orleans  -  3 


UL  -  1 


Troy  -  3 

UL  -  0 

South  Alabama  -  3 

UL  -  1 

Louisiana  at  Monroe  -  0 

UL  -  3 

Denver  -  3 

UL  -  0 

North  Texas  -  3 

UL  -  2 

Western  Kentucky  -  3 

UL  -  0 

Middle  Tennessee  -  3 

UL-0 

New  Orleans  -  3 

UL  -  1 

Louisiana  at  Monroe  -  2 

UL  -  3 

North  Texas  -  3 

UL  -  2 

Denver  -  3 

UL  -  0 

Arkansas  State  -  3 

UL  -  1 

UALR  -  3 

UL  -  0 

If  \  ou  w  ere  unable  to  get  out  and  watch 
the  Ragin  Cajun  soccer  team  this  year, 
you  missed  quite  a  bit.  This  season,  the 
ladies  broke  a  couple  records  by  being 
the  first  team  in  school  history  to  finish 
the  season  with  a  winning  record.  The 
2007  Ragin'  Cajun  soccer  team  complet- 
ed their  season  with  a  record  of  9-8-4  in 
all  season  play  and  ended  with  a  5-4-3  in 
conference  play.  This  should  come  as  no 
surprise  being  that  this  year  the  ladies 
had  plenty  of  experience  and  leader- 
ship with  a  record  of  seven  graduating 
seniors,  the  largest  graduating  class. 
The  seniors  include  Bridgette  Adorno 
(co-captain),  Kat  Bergeron,  Taunya 
Geelhoed,  Kerri  Luyties  (co-captain), 
Stephanie  Lynch,  Kristen  Malen,  Cal- 
lie  Oliver,  Erin  Thompson  and  Lyndsey 
Winters. 

Senior  Stephanie  Lynch  was  named  2nd 
team-all  conference  while  Bridgette 
Adorno  set  the  record  for  total  number 


of  games  played  in  a  career  with  seventy 
seven. 

Kristen  Malen  took  home  the 
Defensive  Most  Valuable  Player  (MVP) 
at  the  Soccer  Awards  Banquet  that  took 
place  on  Sunday,  February  1 0,  while  Cal- 
lie  Oliver  was  awarded  with  Offensive 
MVP.  Jenn  Hungate  won  Most  Im- 
proved Player.  Kat  Bergeron  took  home 
the  Cajun  Pride  award  and  the  Ultimate 
Cajun  in  2007  was  Kerri  Luyties. 

Congratulations  to  the  2007 
Ragin'  Cajun  soccer  team  on  such  a  fun 
and  record-breaking  season. 


(Jpponent  Kesult 


Nicholls  State -0 


UL-5 


Auburn  -  2 


Denver  -  0 


UL-0 


UL-0 


North  Texas  -  4 


UALR  -  0 


UL-0 


UL-  4 


Arkansas  -  1 


Florida  Atlantic 


UL-3 


UL  -  2 


Florida  International  -  0 


Middle  Tennessee  -  3 


UL- 


UL-  1 


Western  Kentucky  -  1 


South  Alabama  -  2 


UL  -  1 


UL-3 


Troy  -  0 


UL  -  2 


Louisiana  at  Monroe  -  3 


UL  -  1 
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and  Cross  Country 


The  Ragin  Cajun  cross  country 
team  had  a  season  that  left  us  wanting 
more.  The  Cajuns  failed  to  place  first 
in  any  of  their  events  but  put  up  a  good 
fight  and  placed  second  and  third  multiple 
times. 

For  the  womens  team,  Senior  Casey 
Brown,  of  Rayne,  LA,  led  the  way  with  a 
second  place  finish  at  the  Northwestern 
State  Invitational  and  received  third  place 
finished  at  the  Ragin  Cajun  Invitational 
and  the  Louisiana  Tech  Invitational. 


The  mens  team  was  led  by 
Junior,  Joby  Gisclair,  of  Cutoff,  LA. 
Joby  placed  in  the  Louisiana  Tech 
Invitational,  the  LSU  Cross  Country 
Festival  and  the  Centenary  Invitational. 

We  all  hope  that  the  Cajuns  cross 
country  teams  will  continue  to  work 
hard  and  compete  vigorously  in  the 
upcoming  years. 


edu  e 


LSU  Purple  Tiger  Classic 


Arkansas  InvitaHonal 


McNeese  State  Invitational 


LSU  Bayou  Bengal 


Cougar  Classic 


Sun  Belt  Conference  Championships 


Louisiana  Classics 


LSU  Tiger  Rela 


Auburn  Tiger  Relays 


LSU  Alumni  Gold 


ULM  Warhawk  Classic 


Bob  Cole  "Twilight"  Classic 


1  A 


Sun  Belt  Conference  Championships 


NCAA  Regional  Qualifier  Meet 


NCAA  Mid-East  Regional 


RHIN  I 


Although  the  Ragin  Cajiin  mens 
basketball  team  ma)'  not  have  made  it  as 
far  as  they  had  hoped,  the  excitement  was 
not  cut  short  for  the  fans  of  the  team. 
Being  led  by  seniors  Maurice  Barksdale, 
David  Dees  and  Abray  Milson,  the  team 
made  the  games  entertaining  to  watch 
with  close  and  hard  fought  games.  The 
Ragin  Cajuns  were  only  outscored  by  their 
opponents  by  .8;  scoring  an  average  of  65 
points  per  game,  while  their  opponents 
scored  65.8  points  per  game. 

Freshman  Chris  Gradnigo  led  the 
Cajuns  with  289  points  for  the  season  and 
a  great  free  throw  percentage  of  .759. 


Sophomore  Elijah  Millsap  followed  close 
behind  with  282  points  for  the  season 
and  a  total  field  goal  percentage 
of  .367. 

With  coaching  by  Robert  Lee, 
the  mens  basketball  head  coach,  the 
team  ended  their  season  as  the  Sun  Belt 
West  Division  Co-champion. 

Although  the  team  suffered  a 
heartbreaking  loss  in  the  first  round  of 
the  Sun  Belt  Conference  Championship, 
they  were  able  to  finish  the  season 
with  a  15-15  overall  record  and  an  8-6 
record  at  home. 


Opponent  U 


Utah  Valley  University  -  59 


Western  Kentucky  -  69 


UL  -  67 


UL  -  66 


South  Alabama  -  66 


Troy  -  66 


UL  -  60 


UL  -  87 


Middle  Tennessee  -  57 

UL  -  51 

^            Florida  International  -  62 

UL  -  72 

Denver ■ 

63 

UL  -  44 

Louisiana  at  Monroe  -  65 


UL-67 


Arkansas  State  -  59 


New  Orleans  -  70 


UL  -  65 


UL  -  72 


UALR  -  61 


North  Texas  -  58 


UL  -  58 


UL  -  63 


Denver  -  51 
Troy  -  70 


UL  -  58 
UL  -  60 


^  Wn  Cla  sfctft  b  a  1 1 


The  Ragin  Cajun  womens  bas- 
ketball team  may  not  have  had  their 
best  season  this  year,  but  they  proved 
they  have  what  it  takes  to  make  the 
fans  proud. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this 
years  basketball  season  was  in  a 
64-55  win  over  the  UNO  Lady  Priva- 
teers. This  win  was  Coach  Errol  Rog- 
ers first  Sun  Belt  Conference  win.  Se- 
nior shooting  guard  and  All  Sun  Belt 
Conference  third  team,  Alicia  Mc- 
Daniel,  of  Houston,  TX,  led  the  Ca- 
juns  in  the  win  with  21  points;  this 
was  McDaniels  sixth  straight  game 
in  double  figures.  Also,  senior  center 
Sonora  Edwards,  of  Snook,  TX,  had 
her  fifth  double-double  game  of  the 
year  with  11  points  and  11  rebounds. 


This  marked  the  17th  of  her  career. 

For  the  season,  McDaniel  led 
the  team  with  12.6  points  per  game 
and  a  .536  free  throw  percentage. 

With  six  seniors  graduating 
in  2008,  the  Cajuns  will  need  to 
work  hard  in  the  off  season  to  re- 
place these  important  players.  With 
hard  work,  this  team  can  have  a 
good  next  season  under  Coach  Rog- 
ers and  the  fans  cannot  wait  for 
them  to  return. 


Opponent  Result 


NORTH  TEXAS  -  77 


UL-58 


Western  Kentucky-  90      UL  -  74 


South  Alabama  -  76 


UL-65 


Troy  -  63 


Middle  Tennessee  -  85 


UL-54 


UL-54 


Florida  Atlantic  -  65 


Florida  International  -  75 


UL-62 


UL  -  60 


Denver  -  60 


ULM  -  65 


UL  -  52 


UL-59 


Arkansas  State  -  79 


New  Orleans  -  56 


UL-60 


UL-58 


UALR  -  48 


UL-42 


North  Texas  -  63 


UL-68 


The  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayettes  Mens  and  Women§  Ten- 
nis teams  are  among  the  conferences 
youngest.  Ryan  Hess  was  the  lone 
senior  on  the  Ragin'  Cajuns  mens  team 
and  the  women^  team  will  not  have 
any  graduates  this  year. 

In  Sun  Belt  Conference  play, 
the  men^  team  was  eliminated  in 
round  1  versus  Middle  Tennessee,  end- 
ing the  season  earlier  than  expected 
for  the  Cajuns.  The  womens  team  de- 
feated Troy  in  the  first  round  of  SBC 
play  but  was  eventually  eliminated  by 
the  number  2  seed.  South  Alabama. 

The  Cajuns  season  was  high- 
lighted by  some  great  play  from 
sophomore  standout  Piotrek  Banas 
who  was  named  to  the  All-Conference 
Mens  Singles  team  and  is  ranked  in  the 
top  100  in  the  nation. 


Opponent  Result 


South  Alabama  -  4 


Troy  -  4 


UL-  2 


UL-  2 


Texas-Arlington  -  3 


Louisiana-Monroe  -  1 


UL-4 


UL-6 


SMU  -5 


Texas  A&M-Corpus  Christi  -  0 


UL  -  2 


UL  Women  -  5 


Texas  A&M-Corpus  Christi  -  4 


Middle  Tennessee  -  4 


UL  Men  -  3 


UL-2 


South  Alabama  -  4 


Denver  -  4 


UL-3 


UL  -  1 


Troy  -  1 


UL-4 


15  A 


The  2008  Ragin'  Cajun  Golf 
team  attempted  to  defend  their  2007 
Sun  Belt  Conference  championship 
title  but  fell  short. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  day 
the  Cajuns  led  the  SBC  by  turning  in 
a  score  of  8  under  par.  It  was  on  the 
third  day  of  the  tournament  that  the 
Cajuns  turned  in  a  score  of  6  over  par 
slipping  to  5th  place  in  conference 
play 

Devin  Currey  led  the  Cajuns  in 
the  tournament  posting  a  (-3)  followed 
by  Kyle  Pritchard  who  scored  a  (-1). 

Senior  Michael  Smith  played 
well  all  season  and  was  selected  to  the 
All  SBC  team.  Morgan  Landry,  a  se- 
nior, was  one  of  only  two  SBC  athletes 
to  win  the  Post  Graduate  Scholarship 
Award  for  his  outstanding  work  on  the 
course  and  in  academics. 


Schedule 


Mean  Green  Invitational  at  Denton,  Texas 


Adams  Cup  at  Newport,  R.I. 


Louisiana  Classics  Lafayette,  La. 


Memphis  Intercollegiate  at  Mennphis,  Tenn. 


La.  Tech/Squire  Creek  Intercollegiate  at  Ruston,  La. 


Battle  on  the  Bend  Many,  La. 


Puerto  Vallarta/North  Texas  Intercollegiate  at  Puerto  Vallarta 


All-American  Intercollegiate  at  Houston,  Texas 


Louisiana  Classics  Lafayette,  La. 


Border  Olympics 


at  Laredo,  Texas 


Carter  Plantation  Invitational  at  Springfield,  La. 


Indian  Classic  at  Jonesboro,  Ark. 


Sun  Belt  Conference  Championships  at  Muscle  Shoals,  Ala. 


I 
I 


iTa  sm\  I 


The  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayettefe  baseball  team  had  a  good 
year,  but  fell  one  game  short  of  com- 
peting for  the  Sun  Belt  Conference 
championship. 

The  SBC  tournament  was 
hosted  by  the  Cajuns  in  2008  at  M.I. 
Tigue  Moore  Field.  The  Cajuns  came 
out  strong  defeating  the  Troy  Trojans 
but  hada  two  game  slide  to  the  New 
Orleans  Privateers.  Later,  three  Cajun 
players  were  credited  with  All  SBC 
Tournament  awards,  Hunter  Moody, 
Brent  Soolich,  and  Scott  Hawkins. 
Senior  Pitcher  Hunter  Moody  had  an 
amazing  career  as  a  Cajun.  With 
(31-7)  record,  he  finished  his  career 
with  the  most  wins  for  a  pitcher  in 


UL  history.  Moody  was  also  the 
lone  Cajun  to  be  named  to  the  1st 
team  2008  All  SBC  team.  He  will 
now  be  competing  in  the  major 
league,  as  he  was  drafted  in  the 
35th  round  by  the  Toronto  Blue 
Jays. 

Danny  Farquhar,  a  Junior 
Pitcher  for  the  Cajuns  will  be  leav- 
ing the 

team  a  year  early  as  he  was  also 
drafted  by  the  Blue  Jays.  Farquhar 
leaves  the  Cajuns  after  ending  his 
season  ranked  9th  nationally  for 
strikeouts  per  9  innings. 
The  Cajuns  ended  their  season  with 
a  record  of  (30-29)  and  a  (16-14) 
conference  record. 


Opponent  [J 


LSU-5 


Nebraska  -  4 


UL-3 


UL-  3 


Louisiana  Tech 


McNeese  -  4 


UL-4 


UL-5 


Western  Kentucky  -  8 


Western  Kentucky 


UL-9 


UL-4 


Western  Kentucky 


UL-4 


New  Orleans  -  2 

UL-4 

New  Orleans 

UL-  1  1 

New  Orleans  -  5 

UL-6 

Troy  -  1 

UL-6 

South  Alabama  -  1 

UL-8 

New  Orleans  -  1 0 

UL-0 

New  Orleans  -  5 

UL-  6 

The  Ragin  Cajun  softball  team 
was  outstanding  this  year  with  an 
overall  record  of  49-12  and  a  19-3  Sun 
Belt  Conference  record.  The  Cajuns 
gave  their  fans  something  to  cheer 
about  at  home  by  winning  22  out  of 
23  games  played  on  their  home  turf. 

The  Cajuns  were  led  defensive- 
ly by  the  pitching  of  Sun  Belt 
Conference  Pitcher  of  the  Year,  fresh- 
man Ashley  Brignac,  of  River  Ridge, 
LA.  Brignac  turned  in  a  1.94  ERA 
while  striking  out  295  batters,  allow- 
ing 103  hits  and  only  giving  up  a  total 
of  52  runs  for  the  season.  Another 
pitching  standout  was  freshman 
Donna  Bourgeois,  of  Lafayette,  LA. 
Bourgeois 


turned  in  a  .94 

ERA  and  had  a  record  of  28-6,  whit- 
ing recording  20  saves  in 
2008. 

Offensively  the  Cajuns  were 
led  by  senior  Holly  Tankersley,  of 
Kirbyville,  TX,  with  a  batting  aver- 
age of  .451  and  a  slugging  percentage 
of 

.874.  She  also  led  the  team  with  19 
homeruns.  Tankersley  was  also  listed 
as  one  of  the  top  25  finalists  for  the 
2008  USA  Softball  Collegiate  Player 
of  the  Year  Award. 

While  the  Cajuns  will  be  los- 
ing three  of  their  great  seniors 
including,  Tankersley,  Brooke  Brod- 
head  and  Vanessa  Soto,  it  has  been 


Opponent  |J|_ 


Western  Kentucky  -  0 


Florida  International  -  2 


UL-8 


UL-  8 


Western  Kentucky- 1 


ULM-0 


UL-3 


UL-  13 


East  Carolina 


LSU  -4 


UL-  2 


UL-9 


LSU -6 


Houston  -  4 


UL-3 


UL-6 


Houston  -  6 


Houston  -  0 


UL-3 


UL-4 


Florida  -  2 


Texas  A&M 


UL-  3 


UL-  2 


Alabama  -  3 


UL-  1 


1 


1  (,  0 


Dven  that  they  have  plenty  of  young 
ent  coming  up  to  carry  the  Cajuns 
success  in  years  to  come. 

With  this  talent,  in  front  of 
154  fans,  the  Cajuns  earned  their 
st  appearance  at  the  Super  Regional 
urnament  by  stomping  1-10  rival 
U  twice  to  clinch  the  Regional  title 
d  sure  up  a  spot  in  the  College 
ftball  World  Series. 

The  unseeded  Cajuns  defeated 
3  number  one  seed  Florida  Gators 
what  was  one  of  the  best  games 
er  played  by  any  UL  team.  An  out- 
nding  performance  by  the  entire 
jun  team  along  with  some  amazing 
ching  from  Ashley  Brignac,  and  a 
akersley  homerun,  was  enough  to 
ock  off  the  Gators. 


CANDACE  URBANOWSKI 


Whetlier  laboring  away 
behind  the  scenes  as  Student 
Government  Association  president 
or  cheering  on  the  Ragin'  Cajun 
football  team  on  a  Saturday  night, 
Candace  Urbanowski  proved  quite  the 
college  student  extraordinaire.  A  self- 
described  "workaholic','  she  maintained 
a  challenging  agenda  during  her  tenn 
as  S.G.A.  president. 

Effectively  distributing  her 
time  between  coursework,  on-campus 
intemsliip,  off-campus  employment, 


J 


volunteer  work,  sorority  life  (Phi  Mu),  and 
membership  in  numerous  campus  organizations 
in  addition  to  SGA,  Urbanowski  proved 
jDossibly  one  of  the  most  involved  students  at  the 
university.  How  did  she  possibly  do  it? 

"I  have  awesome  time  management 
skills','  she  said,  "and  I  always  remember  that 
when  I  make  a  commitment,  I  uphold  it  and 
give  110%:' 

Such  zealous  dedication  paid  off  for 
Urbanowski,  as  she  acliieved  considerable 
success  throughout  her  tenure. 

Most  notably,  she  served  as  a  student 
representative  for  the  Presidential  Search 
Committee  to  replace  Dr.  Ray  Authement. 
Because  it  had  been  34  years  since  the 
University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  sought 
a  new  president,  the  committee  held  a  vital 
responsibility  in  deciding  the  future  of  the 
university. 

"I  took  this  position  seriously  and  made 
sure  to  represent  the  students  as  well  as  the 
faculty  and  local  community,'  she  stated.  "In  the 
end,  a  new  president  was  selected,  and  I  know 
that  the  needs  of  the  university  were  expressed 
through  the  process'.' 

She  was  also  the  first  S.G.A.  president 
in  UL  Lafayette  history  to  write  a  sei^ce 
learning  gi  ant  and  received  over  $14,000, 
funds  used  to  finance  X-Treme  Spring  Break 
2008.  Spearheaded  by  Urbanowski,  X-Treme 
Spring  Break  partnered  with  Americoips  and 
the  local  Habitat  for  Humanity  to  bring  together 
college  students  from  across  the  state  in  efforts 
to  rebuild  hurricane  ravaged  areas  in  Vermilion 
parish. 

Though  her  unwavering  involvement 
in  the  UL  Lafayette  community  deniiuided 
more  from  her  than  the  average  college  student, 
Urbanowski  undoubtedly  felt  it  essential  to 
take  |)art  in  what  the  university  has  to  oiler  and 
encouraged  her  {3eers  to  engage  themselves,  as 
well. 

"I  think  it  is  important  to  get  involved 
because  it  hel|)s  students  i)ec()me  well-rounded 
and  able  to  gain  ex|x;rience  that  will  help  them 
throughout  lifiL*'.' 


1  (}  G  Ov 


JAMEY  ARNETTE 


"I  absolutely  think  it  was  the  best  decision  in  my  life',' 
says  Jamey  Arnette.  vice  president  of  the  University  of  Lafayette 
Student  Government  Association. 

"I  chose  UL  because  it  was  far  enough  away  from  home 
but  not  too  far','  Arnette  says. 

Home  for  Arnette  was  Bayou  Vista,  La.,  a  small  town  in 
south  Louisiana  where  Arnette  grew  up  with  his  mother,  older 
sister  Jennifer  and  younger  brother  Justin. 

"My  mom  also  has  a  small  dog  that  I  feel  is  a  sibling  oftenr 
he  joked,  "When  she  goes  to  Burger  King  or  whatever  she  buys 
her  a  burger  too!' 

Arnette,  an  advertising  major  with  a  double  minor  in 
visual  arts  and  music,  was  responsible  for  overseeing  the  SGAs 
various  committees  and  working  on  special  projects  for  the 
university  in  the  2007-2008  school  year.  Before  serving  as  SGA 
vice  president,  Arnette  was  a  senator  for  the  college  of  Liberal 
Arts. 

Arnette  expected  to  graduate  in  fall  2008,  but  still  pushed 
for  change  and  improvement  at  the  university  he  loves. 

"I  am  driven  by  the  sole  fact  that  I  want  to  leave  the 
university  I  love  so  much  in  a  better  place  that  when  I  first 
started','  Arnette  said.  "I  want  to  impact  every  Ragin'  Cajun  that 
walks  through  the  quad,  down  Rex  Street,  or  sits  in  the  Red  Zone 
in  some  sort  of  way.  I  get  satisfaction  knowing  that  Lve  done  thisr 


ANSLEY  COSCARART 


For  Student  Government  Association  Treasurer  Ansley  Coscarart, 
persistence  is  a  key  element  in  her  success. 

Coscarart  was  born  in  Lafayette  and  relocated  to  Venezuela  as 
a  baby.  However,  she  made  her  wa\  back  to  Bristol,  La.,  where  she  was 
raised. 

Coscarart,  an  exercise  science  major  graduating  in  Ma)^  2008, 
began  her  term  as  an  SGA  senator  during  her  sophomore  year.  As  SGA 
treasurer,  Coscarart  was  not  only  responsible  for  fimding  and  budgets,  but 
she  pushed  for  countless  other  issues  that  she  knows  will  benefit  students. 

"I  found  out  what  the  students  need,  what  their  complaints  are,  and 
try  to  satisfy  their  needs  to  the  best  of  ni)'  ability,'  Coscarart  said. 

Coscarart  was  one  of  the  main  supporters  of  a  move  for  Guillory 
Hall  to  serve  as  a  24-hour  study  place  for  students,  a  move  which  has 
recently  received  funding  through  a  new  grant. 

After  graduation  Coscarart  planned  to  move  further  into  her 
continuing  effort  to  serve,  working  witli  Laborers  in  the  Vineyard,  a 
program  run  by  students  and  religious  individuals  which  is  designed  to  help 
the  poor  and  homeless. 

She  also  has  plans  to  work  on  receiving  her  doctorate  in  physical 
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DIAMOND  DARLINGS 


Top  Row  (Standing):  Left  to  Right  Rebecca  Hymel,  Lindsay  Bagnell,  Melanie  Robilard,  Blair  Burch,  Kristina  Taylor,  Anne 
Dunn,  Heather  Warren,  Anna  Tally,  Millie  Canter,  Collette  Prudhomme,  Michelle  Hooper,  Blair  Hornsby.  Middle  Row 
(Kneeling):  Left  to  Right  Cyndle  Rowe,  Mallory  Mayeux,  Nichole  Larkey,  Kayla  Howell,  Nichole  Turley,  Natalie  Camel,  Katie 
Hadley,  Michele  Hulin,  Taylor  Ruiz,  Lauren  Baudoin,  Simone  Romero,  Brittany  Brignac.  Bottom  Row  (Sitting):  Left  to  Right 
Meah  Reulet,  Maggie  Fisher,  Heather  Andrew,  Candace  Shaw,  Haley  Larson,  Alysse  Caillier,  Megan  Landry,  Emily  Vicknair, 
Meagan  Guillory.  Not  Pictured:  Renee  Judice,  Jeanne  Baudoin,  Catherine  Baudoin,  Lindsey  Bower,  Stacey  Chamberlain, 
Arielle  Collado,  Jade  Daigle,  Morgan  Deshotels,  Amie  Falcon,  Jamie  Guillory,  Danielle  Hoover,  Candice  King,  Chelsea 
Lamury,  Katheryne  Smith 
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ASSOCIATION  OF  FUTURE  ALUMNI 


AMERICAN  ADVEFtTISING 
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Officers 

From  left  to  right:  Jason  Guilbeau  (Graduate  Intern),  Jessica 
Hebert  [Office  Staff  Assistant),  Mary  Hernandez  (Orientation 
Director  &  Transfer  Liasion),  Moriah  Istre  (Graduate  Assistant), 
Michelle  Harper  (Office  Staff  Assistant) 


1st  row  (front):  Lizzy  Hardison,  Natalie  Thibodeaux,  Destini  DeRouen,  Mindy 
Boudreaux,  Desiree'  Portalis.  2nd  row:  Daniel  Mayard,  Marc  Berard,  Kirsten 
Lannoo.  Amanda  Stevenson,  Kelsey  King,  Kaitlin  Broussard,  Amber  Gordon. 
3rd  row:  Colin  Duhon,  Bhrea'  Jones,  Jessica  Soileau,  Brionnie  Andrews. 
4th  row:  Brian  Egland,  Karl  Helo,  Aimee  Whiteley,  Kayleih  Mclnnis,  Laura 
Bullinger,  Britany  Cormier,  Hanna  Gerard,  Margaret  Ghaisson.  5th  row:  Chelsea 
Farris,  Theo  Stripling,  Jenna  Lachney.  Jami  Soileau,  Jamey  Arnette,  Kaye  Choate, 
Erica  Phares,  Chris  Boudreaux 
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UP  TILL  DAWN 


STUDENT  HEALTH  INFORMATION 


m 
m 


JUGGLING  TEAM 


IMPACT 


TOP  ROW:  Melanie  Rogers,  Danielle 
McEachern,  Kristen  Coniglio,  Brittany 
Sonnier,  Christina  Jensen,  Alyce  Wall, 
Eric  Wall.  MIDDLE  ROW:  Brian  Daigle, 
Lawrence  Gobert,  Ryan  Dunlap,  Elliott 
Bowser,  Trar  Andrus.  BOTTOM  ROW:  Jill 
Willis,  Micah  Leonard,  Lauren  Farrell, 
Danielle  Davis  NOT  PRESENT  IN  PICTURE: 
Caleb  Benoit,  Erin  Farley,  Ashley  Hill, 
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An  international  sisterhood  with  more 
than  185,000  members,  Alpha  Kappa 
Alpha  seeks  to  be  supreme  in  service  to  all 
mankind.  Alpa  Kappa  Alpha  Sororit\-  Inc . 
continues  to  be  a  channel  through  which 
selected  college-trained  women  improve 
the  social  economic  conditions  in  their 
citv,  state,  tiation.  and  the  world. 


Alpha  Omicrom  Pi  was  founded  on  January  2,  1987  at 
Barnard  College  of  Columbia  University  in  New  York. 
Our  color  is  Cardinal  Red,  our  mascot  is  the  Panda,  our 
Jewel  is  the  Ruby,  our  flower  is  the  Jacqueminot  Rose, 
and  or  international  Pilanthropy  is  Arthritis  Research. 
UUb  Delta  Beta  chapter  is  very  involved  on  campus  by 
participating  in  Ragin'  Roar  pep  rally,  Krewe  of  roux 
Mardi  Gras  Parade,  Greek  Week,  and  Homecoming  activ- 
ities. We  give  philanthropic  efforts  to  Ul,  the  community, 
and  other  Greeks  by  participating  in  such  events  as  Up 


'til  Dawn  for  St.  Jude,  Watermelon  Bust,  Miles  for  Miles 
swim  meet,  annual  fundraisers  for  AOllk  philanthropy. 
The  ladies  of  AOll  celebrate  sisterhood  with  events  like 
date  parties.  Family  Day,  Sisterhood  retreats,  Big  Sis  / 
Lil'  Sis  games,  and  the  Rose  Ball  Formal.  We  show  our 
Ragin'  Cajun  Pride  by  supporting  our  athletes  and  being 
involved  in  over  30  organizations  on  campus.  In  Alpha 
Omicron  Pi  we  are  sisters  today,  tomorrow,  and  forever. 
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It  was  Thanksgiving  Eve  in  1888  on 
the  campus  of  Boston  University  that  Delta 
Delta  Delta  was  established  as  an  organization 
which  was  concerned  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  college  women  and  has  evolved 
into  a  leader  amongst  sororities.  Almost 

200  years  later,  the  members  of  Tri-Delta  believe  in  the  principle  that  every  woman  is  an 
individual,  yet  as  a  group  we  may  better  face  the  challenges  and  excitement  that  college  offers 
us  in  life. 

The  Phi  Nu  chapter  of  Delta  Delta  Delta  was  established  April  9,  1957  on  UI^ 
campus.  Our  members  are  continuall)'  striving  to  develop  each  womans  individual  character, 
while  emphasizing  excellence  in  all  endeavors.  This  excellence  is  evident  in  all  of  Tri- 
Delta§  accomplishments  throughout  the  year.  We  started  the  fall  semester  enthusiastically 
by  participating  and  winning  Ragin'  Roar,  Watermelon  Bust  (Lambda  Chi  Alphas  annual 
philanthroj3)'  event),  and  Homecoming  sweepstakes  for  the  5"''  year  in  a  row!  We  are  also  very 
proud  of  Miss  UL  2007,  Natalie  Camel,  Homecoming  Court  Elect  2008,  Britany  Cormier,  and 
SGA  Treasurer  2007-2008,  Ansley  Coscarart,  who  are  all  active  members  in  Delta  Delta  Delta, 
hi  addition,  the  majority  of  ou 

Newman  Catholic  Student  Center,  and  many  more.  These  accomplishments 
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social  events  and  sisterhood 
activities  such  as  Deltas  Only, 
Fall  and  Spring  retreats,  Fall 
Fling,  Semi-Formal,  Halloween 
Social,  tailgating  events. 
Founders  Day,  Christmas 
parties.  Grub,  Stars  and 
Crescent  Formal,  and  invitations 
for  fraternity  socials  as  well 
as  fraternity  date  parties.  Our 
colors  are  silver,  gold,  and  blue, 
our  mascot  is  the  dolphin,  our 
flower  is  the  pansy,  and  our 
jewel  is  the  pearl.  Yet,  being  a  Tri-Delta  is  more 
than  just  wearing  the  silver,  gold,  and  blue.  Its 
a  life-long  commitment  that  instills  a  bond  of 
friendship  in  each  member  to  be  carried  on 
beyond  their  collegiate  years.  Our  motto,  "Let 
us  steadfastly  love  one  another",'  encourages  us 
to  help  and  support  not  only  ourselves  and  our 
sisters,  but  anyone  who  is  in  need. 

Tri-Deltas  national  philanthropy  is 
St.  Jude  Childrens  Research  Hospital  and 
the  members  at  UL  work  extremely  hard 
each  year  devoting  countless  hours  and 
energy  to  help  raise  money  for  this  cause. 
We,  as  a  national  fraternity,  have  recently 
announced  our  new  commitment  to  raise 
$  1 0  million  over  a  period  of  1 0  years, 
known  as  10  in  10  for  St.  Jude,  which 
\vill  help  provide  new  patient  rooms  with 
attached  rooms  for  parents,  the  hospitals 
main  pharmacy,  an  education  office,  and 
many  other  accommodations.  Up  Till" 
Dawn,  Mother-Daughter  Teas,  Delta 
Desserts,  Triple-Play  Softball  Tournament 
and  our  annual  Skeet  Shooting- 
Tournament  are  just  a  few  of  the  activities 
we  will  participate  in  to  make  our  goal 
become  a  reality. 
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Phi 
Beta  Sigma 
Fraternity,  Inc. 
was  founded 
at  Howard 
University  in 
Washington, 
D.C.,  January 

9,  1914,  by  three  young  African- American  male 
students.  The  founders,  Honorable  A.  Langston 
Taylor,  Honorable  Leonard  F.  Morse,  and 
Honorable  Charles  I.  Brown,  wanted  to  organize  a 
Greek  letter  fraternity  that  would  truly  exemplify 
the  ideals  of  brotherhood,  scholarship,  and  service. 

The  founders  deeply  wished  to  create  an 
organization  that  viewed  itself  as  "a  part  of  the 
general  community  rather  than  "apart  from"  the 
general  community.  They  believed  that  each 
potential  member  should  be  judged  by  his  own 
merits  rather  than  his  family  background  or 
affluence... without  regard  of  race,  nationality,  skin 
tone  or  texture  of  hair.  They  wished  and  wanted 
their  fraternity  to  exist  as  part  of  even  a  greater 


brotherhood  which  would 
be  devoted  to  the  "inclusive 
we"  rather  than  the 
"exclusive  we". 

From  its  inception, 
the  Founders  also 
conceived  Phi  Beta 
Sigma  as  a  mechanism  to 
deliver  services  to  the  general  community.  Rather 
than  gaining  skills  to  be  utilized  exclusively  for 
themselves  and  their  immediate  families,  the 
founders  of  Phi  Beta  Sigma  held  a  deep  conviction 
that  they  should  return  their  newly  acquired 
skills  to  the  communities  from  which  they  had 
come.  This  deep  conviction  was  mirrored  in 
the  Fraternity's  motto,  "Culture  For  Service  and 
Service  For  Humanity". 

The  Iota  Iota  Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Sigma 
strives  to  uphold  these  principles  created  by  their 
founders.  The  chapter  has  volunteered  for  the 
Susan  B.  Koman  Breast  Cancer  Foundation,  Relay 
for  Life,  Lafayette  Hurricanes,  Boys  and  Girls 
C  ub  and  St.  Josephs  Diner  to  name  a  few. 
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Delta  Sigma  Theta  Sorority  was 
founded  on  January  13,  1913  by 
twenty-two  collegiate  women  at 
Howard  University.  These  stu- 
dents wanted  to  use  their  collective 
strength  to  promote  academic  excel- 
lence and  to  provide  assistance  to 
persons  in  need.  The  Sorority  was 
incorporated  in  1930. 
Delta  Sigma  Theta  Sorority,  Inc. 
is  a  private,  non-profit  organiza- 
tion whose  purpose  is  to  provide 
assistance  and  support  through 
established  programs  in  local  com- 
munities throughout  the  world.  A 
sisterhood  of  more  than  200,000 
predominately  Black  college  edu- 

ated  women,  the  Sorority  currently  has  over  900  chapters  located  in  the  United  States,  England,  Japan 
Tokyo  and  Okinawa),  Germany,  the  Virgin  Islands,  Bermuda,  the  Bahamas  and  the  Republic  of  Korea, 
rhe  major  programs  of  the  sorority  are  based  upon  the  organization's  Five  Point  Thrust  of:  Economic 
Jevelopment  ,  Educational  Development,  International  Awareness  and  Involvement,  Physical  and  Mental 
health  ,  Political  Awareness  and  Involvement 


.ashindra  Fisher  (Treasurer),  Bridgette  Marsa\v  (Vice-President),  April  Flugence  (President),  Anna  Ber- 
lard  (Financial  Secretary),  Kendra  Eugene  (Corresponding  Secretary)  Lacie  Dunn,  Keosha  Spikes,  Latoya 
^elestin,  Kimberly  Dussette,  Sydni  Williams,  Sheraya  Bernard  (Recording  Secretary),  Shauna  Landry 
Primary  Advisor) 
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Sir,  you  are  a  Kappa  Alpha.  You  are  not 
just  another  fraternity  man.  You  are  a  knight  of 
the  most  unique  organization  among  the  Greek 
letter  societies.  You  have  been  made  familiar 
with  a  ritual  and  customs  which  emanated  -  not 
by  accident,  but  by  device  -  from  the  most  noble 
qualities  of  the  Knights  of  Old. 

Into  the  heritage  you  have  been 
presented  are  incorporated  the  highest  ideas  of 
fidelity  to  God  and  the  esteem  of  woman.  You 
are  a  KA.  You  can  never  be  anything  else  and 
cannot  do  less  than  aspire  to  Excellence.  You 


cannot  be  petty,  cowardly,  unfair,  unfaithful; 
you  are  a  KA. 

You  have  a  serious  challenge,  indeed 
a  direct  obligation,  incumbent  upon  you  as 
a  KA.  As  you  are  the  recipient  of  so  rich 
a  heritage,  you  are  conscience-bound  to 
be  ever-anxious  to  preserve,  strengthen, 
and  pass  on  that  heritage  to  those  brothers 
your  Order  chooses  to  entrust  with  it  in  the 
future. 

You  will  never  grow  taller  than  when 
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you  stoo 
And  you 
him  whe 
can  neve 
disregarc 
ideals  of 
can  neve 

more  intimately  than  when 
you  utilize  the  tools  Kappa 
Alpha  has  given  you. 

And  if  you  will  do 
these  things,  you  cannot 


but  realize  for  yourself  the  respect  for 
your  fellow  man,  the  wealth  of  mortal 
happiness,  and  the  salvation  by  a 
generous  God. 


Kappa  Delta  was  nation- 
ally founded  on  October  23, 
1897  at  State  Female  Normal 
School  in  Farmville,  Virginia. 
Our  sorority's  main  focuses 
are  scholarship,  philanthropy, 
leadership,  social  success,  and 
sisterhood.  We  have  four  na- 
tional philanthropies:  Prevent 
Child  Abuse  America,  the  Girl 
Scouts  of  the  USA,  Children's 
Hospital  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
and  the  American  Academy  of 
Orthopedic  Surgeons  research 
awards.  Every  March  our  local 
chapter  holds  a  Shamrock  Event 
where  we  raise  money  for  Pre- 
vent Child  abuse  Louisiana  and 
Prevent  child  Abuse  America,  kappa 
Delta's  colors  and  emerald  green 
and  pearl  white  an  dour  flower  is 
the  white  rose.  Our  members  enjoy 
being  involved  on  campus,  serving 
the  community,  and  having  fun  while 
doing  it.  We  try  to  live  each  day  by 
our  open  motto:  Let  us  strive  for 
that  which  is  honorable,  beautiful, 
and  highest. 


The  Brothers  of  Lambda  Chi  Alpha 
embody  the  prestige  and  honor  of 
being  part  of  one  of  the  greatest  Greek 
organizations  in  the  nation.  These 
privileges  are  not  given  to  just  anyone,  but 
only  to  those  who  are  committed  to  bring 
out  the  best  in  themselves  and  others. 
Lambda  Chi  Alpha  was  founded  on  the 
University  of  Louisianas  campus  in  1964. 

On  our  campus,  the  Cajun  Gentlemen 
of  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  are  active  in  many 
organizations  and  functions.  You  can  see 
them  in  such  organizations  as  the  Inter- 
Fraternity  Council,  Student  Government 
Association,  University  Program  Council, 
Student  Orientation  Staff,  and  the 
Association  for  Futiu  e  Alumni  just  to 
name  a  few.  The  brothers  give  back  to 
our  community  by  outing  on  its  annual 
Watermelon  Bust,  in  which  sororities 
compete  against  each  other  in  athletic, 
spirit,  and  philanthropic  contest. 

Lambda  Chi  Alpha  encourages 
leadership  skills  through  its  Impact 
Leadership  Program.  Impact  Leadership 
is  a  program  that  inspires  passion 
and  challenges  in  the  development 
of  dynamic  people  who  impact  their 
lifetime  communities  through  value- 
based  leadership.  The  mission  of  Lambda 
Chi  Alpha  is  to  offer  the  best  fraternal 
experience,  focusing  on  personal  character 
development  through  leadership, 
scholarship,  community  service,  and 
positive  social  experiences. 


Lambda  Chi  Alpha  is  one  of  the 
largest  fraternities  in  North  America 
with  over  250,000  initiated  members  and 
subsides  in  over  300  universities.  Lambda 
Chi  Alpha  serves  to  compliment  higher 
education  by  providing  opportunities 
for  academic  achievement,  leadership 
development,  and  lifelong  friends. 
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Phi  Mu  is  the  second  oldest  sorority  in  the 
country  today.  The  Ladies  of  Phi  Mu  participate 
in  activities  such  as  Homecoming  week,  Bid 
Day,  Big  Sis/  Lil'  Sis  Week,  Inspirational 
Week,  OMG  I  Love  Phi  Mu  Week,  Senior 
Send-Off,  retreats,  road  trips,  athletic  events, 
and  Philanthropy.  Phi  Mife  philanthropy  is 
the  Childrens  Miracle  Network  (CMN).  Phi 
Mu  is  the  second  largest  contributor  to  the 
CMN.  The  chapter  participates  in  many 
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fund  raising  events 
throughout  the  year.  The  leading 
chapter  philanthropy  events  are 
Jump-A-Thon  and  Big  Man  on 
Campus.  All  money  raised  by 

Phi  Mu  to  CMN  stays  in 
Lafayette  area. 

All  Phi  Mii  have  a  different 
college  experience,  but  we  all 
share  a  bond  of  sisterhood.  We  all 
believe  in  the  ideals  of  our  creed: 
Love,  Honor,  and  Truth.  Each  Phi 
Mu  who  gives  time  as  an  member, 
officer,  or  volunteer,  contributes  to 
the  continued  success  of  Phi  Mu. 
Sisterhood  is  a  very  important  part 
of  Phi  Mu,  and  we  are  join  us  to 
see  for  yourself  all  that  Phi  Mu 
has  too  offer.  "Some  girls  come 
to  find  their  husbands...  we  came 
to  find  our  bridesmaids!' 


The  men  of  the  Zeta  Omega  Chapter  of  Pi 
Kappa  Alpha  are  happy  to  call  the  University 
of  Louisiana  at  Lafavette  home.  After  their  first 
year  on  campus,  thev  have  led  IFC  in  community 
service  hours,  philanthropy  money  raised,  and 
have  maintained  the  highest  cumulative  G.P.A. 
Also  known  as  'Tikes",  these  gentlemen  are 
leading  the  way  in  IFC. 

Nationally,  Pike  has  the  largest  chapter 
average  of  any  other  major  International  or 
North  American  fraternity.  This  statistic  can 
be  attributed  to  their  motto  for  recruitment; 
"Recruit  the  most  best  men".  Pike  accomplishes 
this  by  trying  to  recruit  and  maintain  S.L.A.G.s, 
which  stands  for  scholars,  leaders,  athletes,  and 
gentlemen. 

Pikes  adopted  philanthropy,  the  Faith  House 
of  Acadiana,  has  partnered  with  the  fraternity 
to  benefit  the  entire  conimunit)  b)  raising 
money  and  awareness  f  or  victims  of  domestic 
abuse.  Pike  has  devoted  thousands  of  community 


service  hours  for  the  Faith  House,  ^vith  much  of 
the  efforts  aimed  at  re-opening  of  a  Faith  House 
shelter  on  the  north  side  of  Lafayette. 

Pi  Kappa  Alpha  held  its  annual  part)'  known 
as  Pikes  Peak  at  the  fraternity  house,  with  over 
three  hundred  fifty  people  in  attendance.  The 
Lazy-K  Band  headlined  the  evening,  with  fellow 
Pike  Caleb  Elliot  opening  up  for  the  evening. 
The  party  was  a  huge  success,  thanks  to  the 
planning  of  the  Pikes  and  the  support  of  the 
sororities.  Zeta  Omega  hopes  that  Pikes  Peak 
will  be  even  bigger  next  year! 

Pikes  charter  was  re-instated  here  at  UL 
Lafayette  on  November  lO'"",  2007,  making  all 
of  its  previous  members  founding  fathers  of 
the  fraternitv.  Pikes  skoals  are  to  continue  down 
the  path  of  excellence,  in  pursuit  of  building  a 
dynasty  from  within  the  Inter-Fraternity  Council 
of  UL. 
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Phi  Kappa  Theta  fraternity  has  a  legacy 
here  at  UL  that  spans  over  50  years  and 
several  generations.  As  the  first  Greek 
fi^aternity  at  UL,  it  has  been  the  goal  of 
PKT  to  instill  values  and  brotherhood  in 
its  members.  There  are  four  goals  that 
PKT  strives  to  teach  its  members:  Fraternal, 
Intellectual,  Spiritual,  and  Social. 

It  is  believed  that  once  man  can  achieve 
and  balance  these  four  goals,  he  is  fulfilled 
and  well  prepared  for  life.  We  wish  to  teach 
every  man  that  steps  into  our  house  these 
goals  and  show  him  that  these  things  have 
enriched  the  lives  of  men  for  generations. 
This  is  the  purpose  of  Phi  Kappa  Theta. 
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It  was  Thanksgiving  Eve  in  1888  on 
the  campus  of  Boston  University  that  Delta 
Delta  Delta  was  established  as  an  organization 
which  was  concerned  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  college  women  and  has  evolved 
into  a  leader  amongst  sororities.  Almost 

200  years  later,  the  members  of  Tri-Delta  believe  in  the  principle  that  every  woman  is  an 
individual,  yet  as  a  group  we  may  better  face  the  challenges  and  excitement  that  college  offers 
us  in  life. 

The  Phi  Nu  chapter  of  Delta  Delta  Delta  was  established  April  9,  1957  on  \]Vs> 
campus.  Our  members  are  continually  striving  to  develop  each  womans  individual  character, 
while  emphasizing  excellence  in  all  endeavors.  This  excellence  is  evident  in  all  of  Tri- 
Deltas  accomplishments  throughout  the  year.  We  started  the  fall  semester  enthusiastically 
by  participating  and  winning  Ragin'  Roar,  Watermelon  Bust  (Lambda  Chi  Alphas  annual 
philanthropy  event),  and  Homecoming  sweepstakes  for  the  5'''  year  in  a  row!  We  are  also  very 
proud  of  Miss  UL  2007,  Natalie  Camel,  Homecoming  Court  Elect  2008,  Britany  Cormier,  and 
SGA  Treasurer  2007-2008,  Ansley  Coscarart,  who  are  all  active  members  in  Delta  Delta  Delta. 
In  addition,  the  majority  of  ou 

Newman  Catholic  Student  Center,  and  many  more.  These  accomplishments 
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demonstrate 
how  Tri-Delta  members  are 
encouraged  to  achieve  high 
academic  success,  to  become 
involved  at  UL,  participate  in 
various  student  organizations 
on  campus,  and  to  be  an  active 
member  in  the  community. 

After  an  extremely 
successful  rush,  the  Tri-Delta 
ladies  enjoy  a  full  calendar  of 
social  events  and  sisterhood 
activities  such  as  Deltas  Only, 
Fall  and  Spring  retreats,  Fall 
Fling,  Semi-Formal,  Halloween 
Social,  tailgating  events. 
Founders  Day,  Christmas 
parties.  Grub,  Stars  and 
Crescent  Formal,  and  invitations 
for  fraternity  socials  as  well 
as  fraternity  date  parties.  Our 
colors  are  silver,  gold,  and  blue, 
our  mascot  is  the  dolphin,  our 
flower  is  the  pansy,  and  our 
jewel  is  the  pearl.  Yet,  being  a  Tri-Delta  is  more 
than  just  wearing  the  silver,  gold,  and  blue.  Its 
a  life-long  commitment  that  instills  a  bond  of 
friendship  in  each  member  to  be  carried  on 
beyond  their  collegiate  years.  Our  motto,  "Let 
us  steadfastly  love  one  another','  encourages  us 
to  help  and  support  not  only  ourselves  and  our 
sisters,  but  anyone  who  is  in  need. 

Tri-Deltas  national  philanthropy  is 
St.  Jude  Childrens  Research  Hospital  and 
the  members  at  UL  work  extremely  hard 
each  year  devoting  countless  hours  and 
energy  to  help  raise  money  for  this  cause. 
We,  as  a  national  fraternity,  have  recently 
announced  our  new  commitment  to  raise 
$10  million  over  a  period  of  10  years, 
known  as  10  in  10  for  St.  Jude,  which 
will  help  provide  new  patient  rooms  with 
attached  rooms  for  parents,  the  hospitals 
main  pharmacy,  an  education  office,  and 
many  other  accommodations.  Up  Till" 
Dawn,  Mother-Daughter  Teas,  Delta 
Desserts,  Triple-Pla)  Softball  Tournament 
and  our  annual  Skeet  Shooting 
Tournament  are  just  a  few  of  the  activities 
we  will  participate  in  to  make  our  goal 
become  a  l  eality. 
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Tri-Sigma  was  founded  on  April  20, 
1898  in  Farmville,  VA.  The  first  national 
sorority  on  UL  Lafayette's  campus,  Tri-Sigma 
was  locally  charted  in  1931  as  the  Alpha  Mu 
Chapter  of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma.  As  Sigmas, 
the  chapter  takes  pride  in  its  sisterhood  and 
group  individuality.  Bounded  together  by 
ritual  and  love  for  Sigma,  the  sisters  of  Tri- 
Sigma  have  a  great  respect  and  loyalty  to  each 
other  and  the  chapter  to  which  they  are  a  part 
of.  Tri-Sigma's  colors  are  royal  purple  and 
white.  Our  symbol  is  the  sailboat,  our  flower 
is  the  purple  violet,  and  our  jewel  is  the 
pearl.  The  open  motto  we  live  by  is  "Faithful 
until  Death."  Our  national  philanthropy  is 
the  Robbie  Page  Memorial  that  supports 


the  development  of  play  therapy  rooms 
for  hospitalized  children.  Our  chapter  is 
also  known  locally  for  its  dedication  to  its 
community  and  on-campus  activities  such 
as  TOP  soccer.  University's  homecoming, 
Lambda  Chi  Alpha  Watermelon  Bust, 
Hospice  of  Acadiana,  Buddy  Walk  and  much 
much  more.  Our  social  calendar  is  full  with 
annual  events  such  as  Fall  Crush,  Mistletoes 
and  Beaus  semiformal,  Family  Day  Tailgating, 
Pearl  Cotillion  Formal,  Founders  Day  and 
a  number  of  Fraternity  mixers.  The  sisters 
of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  promote  leadership, 
campus  involvement,  academic  achievement, 
Greek  unity,  and  a  lifetime  of  friendship  and 
sisterhood. 
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On  January  16,  1920,  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority 
Incorporated  was  founded  on  the  simple  belief 
that  sorority  elitism  and  socializing  should  not 
overshadow  the  real  mission  for  progressive 
organizations.  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority  was  the 
first  African-American  Greek-letter  organization 
to  establish  a  chapter  in  Africa,  the  first  African- 
American  Greek-letter  organization  to  establish 
adult  and  youth  auxiliary  groups,  and  the  only 
African-American  Sorority  to  be  constitutionally 
bound  to  a  brother  Fraternity,  Phi  Beta  Sigma 
Fraternity  Incorporated. 

Ten  phenomenal  women  who  aspired  to 
promote  the  ideas  of  Zeta  Phi  Beta  Sorority 


Inc.  charted  the  Omega  Eta  Chapter  of  Zeta 
Phi  Beta  Sorority  Inc.  on  January  7,  1977.  Zeta 
promotes  scholarship,  service,  sisterly  love,  and 
finer  womanhood.  Sisterh'  love  is  a  quality  which 
comes  natural  to  all  members  of  the  Omega  Eta 
Chapter.  Omega  Eta  also  knows  that  as  a  sororit\ 
we  must  also  give  back  to  the  community.  So  we 
do  community  service  such  as  the  Jerry  Lewis  Tel- 
a-thon  for  Muscular  Dystrophy,  tutoring  the  youth. 
Breast  Cancer  Awareness,  and  voter  registration. 
Omega  Eta  is  designing  new  strategies  and 
providing  outreach  services  as  they  continue  to 
move  forward 
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Gubernatorial  Elections 

Running  on  the  platform  of  ethics  reform, 
Bobby  Jindal,  R-Kenner,  made  history 
by  becoming  the  first  Indian-American 
governor  in  the  nation.  Jindal  is  currently 
also  the  youngest  governor  in  nationwide. 
He  replaces  former  governor  Kathleen 

Blanco. 


Free  Cycle  comes  to  Acadiana 

Started  in  the  Southwest,  Freecycle  is  an 
online  swapping  group  that  believes  in 
recycling  household  items  that  others  can 
use.  Items  are  posted  to  a  sponsored,  on- 
line group.  Lafayette  and  the  surrounding 
Acadiana  area  joined  the  group  and  are 
now  the  largest  in  the  state. 


Speed  Vans  for  the  Lose! 

Controversy  bubbled  in  Lafayette  Parish 
after  a  private  van  service  was  hired  to 
catch  speeders.  The  vans  snapped  photos 
of  license  plates  of  those  violating  speed 
laws.  Many  local  residents  deemed  the 
practice  as  a  violation.  All  tickets  were 
sent  through  the  mail,  similarly  to  the  red 

light  camera  tickets. 
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The  Rebirth  of  New  Orleans 

Almost  three  year  after  Hurricane  Ka- 
trina,  New  Orleans  is  finally  seeing  an 
increase  in  tourism.  Many  businesses  are 
looking  to  the  city  for  their  conferences, 
and  tourists  can  once  again  be  seen  snap- 
ping shots  in  front  of  Jackson  Square. 
Sadly,  crime  has  also  been  on  the  increase 
within  the  city. 


TOPS  Requirements  Go  Up 

Getting  state  help  to  go  to  school  is  now 
becoming  more  challenging.  The  Tuition 
Opportunity  Program  for  Students  will 
up  its  requirements  in  the  next  few  years, 
requiring  more  classes  and  higher  GPAs. 
The  programs  pays  for  rewarded  high 
school  students  to  attend  a  state  univer- 
sity. 


Potential  Lake  Crisis 

Lake  Peigneur  is  making  bubbles,  poten- 
tially hazardous  bubbles.  Famous  for  the 
1980s  collapse  of  the  salt  mine,  the  lake 
now  houses  methane  gas  in  many  of  the 
secured,  empty  salt  caverns.  Recently, 
bubbles  hitting  the  surface  contain  meth- 
ane, and  many  local  residents  are  afraid 
the  lake  may  blow  up,  due  to  the  com- 
bustible nature  of  the  gas. 
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Benazir  Bhuto  Assassinated 

Benazir  Bhutto,  the  international  peace 
keeper  and  head  of  the  Pakistan  People 

Party,  was  assassinated  on  December 
27,  2007  while  leaving  a  political  event. 
Her  death  sparked  rage  and  controversy 

amongst  the  Pakistanis.  Prior  to  this, 
she  had  been  placed  under  house  arrest 

twice. 


Presidential  Elections  are  Narrowed 

The  two  parties  determined  their  candi- 
dates for  the  2008  election  following  a 
tedious  primary  season.  The  Republican 
candidate  was  declared  as  John  McCain, 
and  the  democratic  candidate  as  Barrack 
Obama.  Hillary  Clinton  gave  Obama  a 
tight  race,  refusing  to  give  up  until  the 

very  last  primary. 


Lead  Poisoning  in  Toys 

China  hurt  relations  with  the  U.S.  follow- 
ing a  mass  epidemic  of  lead  coated  toys. 
Hundreds  of  children  nationwide  suffered 
from  lead  poisoning.  Parents  starting 
checking  boxes  for  origin,  and  a  number 
of  toy  companies  issued  apologies  and 
commercials  touting  safe  toys. 


Stimulus  Package 

Tax  paying  citizens  are  receiving  a  bit  of  a 
perk  from  Uncle  Sam  this  year.  President 
Bush  approved  a  stimulus  package  to 
booster  the  economy.  People  could  re- 
ceive anywhere  from  $300  to  $1200  back. 
The  plan  is  for  citizens  to  use  the  money 
for  items  they  just  felt  they  couldn't 
splurge  on. 


Oil  runs  Amok! 

The  price  of  oil  and  gas  continues  to 
escalate  as  the  pocket  books  of  people 
everywhere  slowly  deplete.  Oil  at  pres- 
ent is  approaching  $150  a  barrel  with  no 
decrease  in  site.  The  rising  cost  of  gas  has 
been  driving  up  the  cost  of  food,  shipping, 
and  airfare. 


We're  not  in  Oz 

Tornadoes  this  year  ravaged  the  U.S.  Mid- 
west. There  have  been  a  number  deaths 
following  the  destructive  busy  weather 
season.  The  government  has  had  to  de- 
clare a  number  of  the  areas  federal  disas- 
ter areas. 


Phone  with  Pizzaz 

In  keeping  with  the  growing  Apple  Ma- 
cintosh trend,  the  iPhone  debuted  in 
mid-fall  2007.  The  phone  allows  users  to 
utilize  a  unique  handling  system  to  talk 
and  text.  With  a  touch  face  system,  the 
iPhone  became  a  fast  seller,  many  wait- 
ing in  lines  that  rivaled  Star  Wars  for  the 

premiere. 


Wheel  Wee!  Wii! 

Nintendo  has  brought  video  games  to  a 
new  level  in  the  past  year.  Though  over  a 
year  old,  the  Nintendo  Wii  has  captured 
the  attention  of  the  young,  old,  and  middle 
aged.  With  the  release  of  Super  Smash 
Brother  Brawl  and  Mario  Kart,  they  have 
retained  die  hard  geeks,  and  with  games 
like  Wii  Fitness  and  the  classic  Wii  Sports, 
an  older,  new  market  has  discovered  the 

joys  of  gaming. 


Indie  Steps  Up 

The  more  obscure,  the  better  tends  to  be 
thee  opinion  of  many  college  students. 
The  growing  popularity  of  independent 
bands  and  labels  has  continued  to  grow 
steadily  over  the  past  year.  The  radio  has 
lost  the  interest  of  a  generation  that  is 
married  to  their  iPods. 


The  Death  of  the  Joker 

Actor  Heath  Ledger  ended  his  career 
prematurely  following  an  accidental  drug 
overdose.  The  controversy  over  the  sud- 
den death,  however,  has  piqued  the  inter- 
est of  Batman  fans.  One  of  the  drugs  that 
caused  the  reaction  was  an  antidepres- 
sant that  he  decided  to  take  after  playing 
the  role  of  Joker, 


Grand  Theft  Auto  Steps  it  Up 

The  much  anticipated  Grand  Theft  Auto 
IV  delivered  what  fans  had  been  wait- 
ing to  see  for  years.  With  the  revamped 
Liberty  City,  the  new  character  gets  to  be 
involved  in  more  criminal  activities  and 
even  drunk  driving.  The  game  also  spiked 
controversy  with  parents  and  news  pun- 
dits. 


Writer's  Strike 

Avid  television  fans  faced  crisis  this  past 
year  when  the  writer^  decided  to  strike 
over  wages  from  dvd  and  internet  rev- 
enue. Shows  were  canceled  from  mid-fall 
until  the  end  of  the  strike  at  the  begin- 
ning of  March.  Many  rejoiced  as  The  Of- 
fice, Desperate  Housewives,  and  30  Rock. 
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lisney  Star  Endangers  Cajundome 

The  Disney  Channel^  starlet,  Hannah 
Montana,  drove  one  teen  boy  to  an  act  of 
near  terrorism.  The  teen  intended  to  hijack 
a  plane  traveling  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Nashville  and  crash  it  into  the  Cajundome 
during  Montana^  performance.  Authori- 
ties caught  onto  his  plan  when  they 
noticed  the  duct  tape,  handcuffs,  and 
rope  he  brought  onto  the  plane.  No  one 
was  hurt  in  the  incident,  and  the  teen 
was  been  charged  with  a  federal 
terrorism  attempt. 


Only  Organic  Please 

Not  only  have  people  been  more  con- 
cerned about  the  environment,  but  also 
about  what  goes  into  their  bodies.  The 
organic  movement  first  was  seen  in  health 
food  stores;  however,  it  has  moved  to  the 
isles  of  national  chains  such  as  Wal-Mart 
and  Target.  Harvested  without  hormones, 
additives,  and  pesticides,  organic  food  is 
all  natural  and  easy  on  digestion. 


Energy  Drinks  for  the  Win! 

Got  Bawls?  Feel  like  getting  Crunk?  Want 
to  go  Full  Throttle,  be  a  Rock  Star?  Well 
then  energy  drinks  may  just  be  for  you. 
The  buzz  from  the  birth  of  products  such 
as  Red  Bull  has  only  continued  to  grow 
immensely  over  the  last  year.  Energy 
drinks  continue  to  garner  stranger  names 
in  an  effort  to  capture  teens  and  college 
students  in  a  wired  haze.  Though  no 
harmful  side  effects  have  been  attributed 
to  the  products,  the  effects  of  too  many 
can  be  noted  by  dented  walls,  rapid 
speech,  and  seizure  like  body  movements. 
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Going  Green 

Tree  Huggers  are  not  the  only  ones  touting 
environmental  safety  these  days.  With  the 
alleged  link  between  pollution  and  global 
warming,  the  nation  and  world  is  going 
green.  From  using  cloth  bags  to  hybrid 
cars,  manufacturers  are  going  the  extra 
mile  to  try  and  prevent  waste. 


Macintosh  takes  a  bite  out  of  PC 

With  a  vastly  expanding  line  of  prod- 
ucts, Macintosh  computers  have  put 
themselves  firmly  back  in  the  market.  In 
the  last  year,  Macintosh  revealed  a  new 
operating  system,  phone,  notebook,  and 
mp3  player.  Once  only  seen  with  graphic 
designers,  Mac§  can  be  seen  regularly  on 
college  campuses,  businesses,  and  homes. 
With  the  release  and  buggy  nature  of 
Window^  Vista,  Applet  stocks  continue 
to  rise  and  PC  scrambles  to  make  a 
comeback. 


Humming  no  More 

General  Motors  announced  in  early  June 
that  they  may  be  discontinuing  their  gas 
guzzling  Hummer  and  SUV  line.  This 


news  came  shortly  after  the  announce- 
ment of  four  plants  closing.  As  gas  prices 
shoot  over  $4.00  a  gallon  in  Louisiana,  gi- 
ant vehicles  are  seen  less  frequently  while 
more  bicycles  can  be  seen  gliding  down 
sidewalks. 
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wrorkin'  hard,  or  hardly  working? 


The  Shaping  of  Our  University 

"We  are  not  to  think  of  the  Industrial  School  as  a  temporary  thing,  it  is  not.  It 
is  an  institution  for  all  time.  A  hundred  years  from  now  it  will  be  amongst  our 
descendants,  a  hundred  times  more  efficient.  Its  influence  will  have  spread, 
and  the  parish  of  Lafayette  will  point  with  pride  to  the  school,  and  honor  the 
memory  of  those  whose  public  spirit  built  it" 

-Lafayette  Gazette,  September  16,  1899 


Southwestern  Louisiana  Industrial  Institute  (SLII) 

UL  Lafayette  was  originally  named  the  Southwestern  Louisiana  Industrial  Institute  (SLII),  according  to  the  1898 
legislative  act  that  created  the  school.  State  Senator  Robert  Martin,  for  whom  UL  Lafayette's  administrative  building  is 
named,  authored  this  legislation.  Several  towns  competed  to  be  the  site  of  the  new  school;  Lafayette  was  chosen  by  virtue 
of  a  donation  of  25  acres  of  land  by  the  Girard  family.  The  town  also  put  up  $8,000  and  offered  a  ten-year  property  tax 
to  supplement  state  appropriations.  Although  classes  did  not  begin  until  September  1901 ,  1900  is  considered  the  school's 
first  year,  for  that  was  the  year  the  campus  was  constructed  and  Dr.  Edwin  Stephens  was  named  president. 

Stephens,  then  27  years  old,  was  among  the  youngest  presidents  in  the  nation,  and  yet  he  had  a  vision  for  the 
campus  from  his  first  year.  During  those  years,  the  campus  extended  its  academic  offerings  to  teacher  training  by  adding 
a  laboratory  school  in  1909.  .  Among  UL  Lafayette's  early  milestones  were  the  formation  of  the  UL  Lafayette  Alumni 
Association  in  1904  and  publication  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Vermilion,  the  student  paper,  that  same  academic  year. 

Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute  (SLI) 

By  1921,  the  school  had  outgrown  its  industrial  role.  The  Constitutional  Convention  that  year  dropped  the 
"Industrial"  from  the  name  and  allowed  Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute  to  grant  bachelor's  degrees.  By  this  time,  SLI 
had  doubled  to  50  acres  and  included  many  newclassroom  and  dormitory  buildings. 

As  early  as  1922,  UL  Lafayette  offered  extension  courses  in  surrounding  parishes.  In  1925,  the  school  was 
accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools,  and  a  student  government  association  was  formed.  By 
1956,  UL  Lafayette  had  received  approval  for  beginning  graduate  programs,  and  that  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  of 
the  college  years.  Four  years  later  UL  Lafayette  became  a  university. 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  (USL) 

In  1 960,  the  state  legislature  approved  renaming  Southwest  Louisiana  Institute  to  the  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana.  At  this  time  UL  Lafayette  was  composed  of  a  graduate  school  and  six  colleges:  agriculture,  business 
administration,  education,  engineering,  liberal  arts,  and  nursing.  Enrollment  was  approaching  5,000. 

University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  (UL  Lafayette) 

For  a  while  in  the  1980s,  UL  Lafayette  literally  made  a  name  for  itself,  The  University  of  Louisiana.  A  subsequent 
act  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature  rmllified  that  name  change.  On  September  10,  1999,  with  the  blessing  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  an  order  was  signed  that  changed  the  university's  name  to  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette.  This 
monumental  achievement  occurs  as  part  of  UL  Lafayette's  Centennial  Celebration. 

UL  Lafayette  has  exceeded  17,000  in  enrollment  with  students  from  75  countries.  It  offers  1 15  undergraduate 
degree  and  28  masters  degree  piograms.  Its  alumni  numbci  more  than  79,000. 


When  I  first  was  appointed  editor  a  year  ago,  I  knew  some  of  what  to  expect.  I  knew  I 
would  have  to  hold  meetings,  create  a  theme,  run  a  staff,  and  have  constant  stress  headaches.  Yet, 
though  most  of  this  held  true,  I  garnered  so  much  more  than  I  anticipated.  I  had  the  chance  to  get 
to  know  numerous  people  who  I  otherwise  would  have  never  met.  I've  made  some  of  those  impor- 
tant early  twenty  something-life  decisions.  I've  really  learned  what  it  means  to  work  as  a  team. 

To  start,  the  first  entity  I  would  like  to  thank  first  and  foremost  is  my  staff.  We  all  learned 
together  this  yeai;  most  of  us  flying  blindly  through  our  tasks. 

Hannah,  yotive  been  patient  with  me  beyond  words,  and  I  cannot  fully  express  how  thank- 
ful I  am.  You  are  truly  a  fantastic  editor,  and  I've  really  come  to  admire  how  headstrong  and  dedi- 
cated you  ai  e  to  this  job.  Blake,  I  can  honestly  say,  I  don't  know  what  I  would  have  done  without 
you.  Yodre  my  Taylor  Tools  expert,  movie/music  commentator,  and  just  a  great  layout  artist.  Sha- 
nae,  yodve  also  be  truly  patient  with  me.  Your  work  this  year  has  been  fantastic,  and  I'm  so  glad  you 
got  on  board  with  us  this  year.  Kristin,  I  know  you  just  started  at  the  end  with  us  and  had  to  take  on 
a  lot  very  quickly,  but  I'm  impressed  v^th  how  determined  and  dedicated  yoiive  been  in  such  a  short 
amount  of  time. 

Paige  Gautreaux,  even  though  I'm  sure  I  set  some  kind  of  record  for  number  of  calls/voice- 
mails  in  a  twenty-four  hour  period,  I  am  really  grateful  and  proud  of  the  work  you  accomplished. 
I  didn't  know  how  working  with  a  best  friend  would  be,  but  in  the  end,  I'm  so  glad  yoiire  doing 

this  with  me.  You  really  do  amaze  me  with  your  mad  editing 
skills.  Erica,  you  have  never  missed  a  deadline;  you  make  most 
meetings;  yoiire  simply  awesome.  Yodre  writing  had  pro- 
gressed mai  velously  over  the  year.  Danielle,  yoiire  story  ideas 
this  yeai'  were  spot  on.  Yoiire  writing  was  very  solid,  and  I  see 
good  things  aliead  for  you  in  the  journalism  world.  Jamie,  you 
astound  me.  Yodve  always  been  willing  to  take  on  the  hardest 
and  most,  and  you  really  just  blew  me  away. 

Jenny,  you  are  simply  an  incredible  photographer  All  your 
work  for  us  is  inspiring  and  you  were  a  fantastic  editor  Elise, 
I've  really  enjoyed  getting  to  know  you  this  yeai;  Your  work 
for  us,  and  your  senior  art  show  were  just  divine.  The  fact  that 
you  juggled  all  of  it  just  impresses  me  completely.  Stokka,  you 
really  came  through  for  us  with  the  sports  photos,  and  your 
shots  for  this  book  were  great,  particularly  your  festival  photos. 

Ticker,  thank  you  so  much  for  coming  and  diving  head  first 
into  sports.  You  really  helped  us  out  more  dian  you  realized. 
Also,  Leslie  Clark,  thank  you  for  airanging  all  the  greeks  and 
gi'oups  for  us.  It's  an  ovemhelming  job,  and  all  of  us  appreci- 
ate you  for  working  so  hard. 

Outside  of  my  staff,  I  also  truly  have  to  thank  Charles 
Lenox,  our  director.  Mr  Lenox,  I  have  really  enjoyed  getting 
to  know  you  this  past  year.  Thank  you  for  putting  up  with  my 
freak  outs,  keeping  me  going  through  the  Fall  semester,  and 


Armen 


uor 


just  being  a  fantastic  director  I  think  I  would  have  gone  insane 
without  you  helping  me  keep  things  in  check. 

Other  people  I  have  to  thank  are  Matthew  Tarver  with 
Pul)lic  Relations,  Michael  Dambold  for  being  awesome,  Jessica  Miller  for  coming  in  to  help  us  a  the 
end,  Benjamin  Dorsey  for  helping  with  the  Nimsat  assignment,  and  Heather  Miller  and  the  staff  at 
The  Vemiilion.  Pach  of  you  has  contributed  to  this  book  in  one  way  or  another,  and  I've  been  truly 
f  ortunate  to  know  each  of  you. 

It  has  been  a  year,  and  I  think  beyond  work,  all  of  us  at  LAcadien  have  formed  a  bond.  Shape  of 
Things  wasn't  just  a  theme  for  the  l)()ok,  it  leally  defined  what  each  of  us  went  through  to  get  here. 
Outside  our  small  office  in  (lorona  Hall,  1  know  that  all  the  study  body,  camjHis,  and  even  die  presi- 
dent are  shif  ting  sha|x;s.  We  are  all  a  |)art  of  this  university,  and  in  Uie  next  year,  it  will  be  interesting 
to  see  wear  our  growth  take  us. 
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Colophon  (Technical  Infornnation  about  this 
volume  of  L'Acadien) 

L'Acadien  yearbook  operates  with  the  freedom  of 
press  and  protections  of  the  First  Amendment  of 
the  United  States  Constitutions.  Taylor  Publishing 
Company,  1550  W,  Mockingbird,  Dallas  TX,  75235 
published  "The  Shape  of  Things,"  volume  89  of 
L'Acadien,  through  an  open-bid  contract  with 
the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette  office  of 
publishing.  The  Taylor  soles  representative  was 
Kotherine  Werner.  An  assessment  of  $12.00  per 
full  time  student  was  included  in  the  Foil  2007 
registration  to  fund  publishing. 

The  book  was  designed  using  Macintosh 
PowerMac  04  and  IMac  computers.  In  house 
graphic  designers,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
editor  in  chief,  designed  all  layouts.  Adobe  Creative 
Suite  2  was  used  for  computer  illustrations,  art 
work,  and  type  effects.  Photographs  were  either 
submitted  or  taken  with  one  of  the  two  in  house 
digital  cameras;  Nikon  DH1  and  Nikon  D100. 

All  information  was  sent  to  Taylor  digitally  on 
Memorex  4.7  GB  DVD-R.  This  book  was  printed 
using  off  set  lithography  and  is  set  at  9  x  12  trim 
size.  All  pages  were  printed  using  a  four  color 
process  separation. 

The  cover  design  was  developed  in 
conjunction  with  design  editor,  editor  in  chief  and 
in  house  graphic  designers.  The  editor  in  chief 
assigned  copy  to  staff  and  contributing  writers. 
Section  editors  and  editor  in  chief  proofed  all 
copy  for  submission  to  the  publishing  company. 

Section  editors,  the  editor  in  chief  and  layout 
designers  selected  all  photographs.  Staff  members 
and  contributing  photographers  and  local 
processing  services  developed  all  photographs. 
The  UL  Lafayette  Cojun  Card  Student  Identification 
Office  submitted  all  student  portraits  (headshots). 
Group  and  candid  shots  were  either  taken  by 
staff,  submitted  by  members  of  the  organization 
or  submitted  by  national  composite  picture 
companies.  All  Greek  organization  information 
was  submitted  to  L'Acadien.  Missing  organizations 
did  not  moke  an  appointment  or  did  not  turn  in  a 
photograph  after  repeated  request. 

The  2006-2007  L'Acadien,  Volume  88,  is 
copyrighted  and  may  not  be  reproduced  in 
any  form,  except  for  educational  purposes, 
without  prior  written  permission  of  the  current 
editor  in  chief,  the  UL  Lafayette  Communications 
Committee  and  the  UL  Lafayette  Vice  President 
of  Student  Affairs. 

Inquiries,  suggestions,  information  on  articles, 
photos,  employment  and  comments  on  the 
yearbook  can  be  directed  to  L'Acadien,  P.  O.  Box 
40533,  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  70504  or  at  (337) 
482-6961. 


